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	PRESS RELEASE


Unlabelled light chains can endanger users’ health 
(Prague, September 5, 2013) They are cheap, good for parties and family celebrations, with sound effects, but they have a serious shortcoming – they are dangerous. “Expert assessment of five light chains collected in the internal market showed that these products fail the requirements of harmonized standards in a number of parameters and their labelling does not comply with the appropriate legal regulations. When the electric cord is plugged in or when the product is used wrongly, users can easily get injured by electric current. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority banned distribution of all five dangerous light chains and ordered their withdrawal from the market. If you have happened to purchase some of these chains, you shall return them to the seller of throw them. You shall not use them,” recommends Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. Documentation concerning all the above mentioned dangerous electronic products was sent to the Ministry of Industry and Trade that will notify them into the system RAPEX.
Within a control action focused on risky electric light chains and decorations, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority found out that at the moment of the inspection chains presenting serious risk to users were offered in the internal market. We speak about the following products:
Light chain „138 POLARIS“

Light chain „EK-04“ – 140 LED lights
Light chain – „CHRISTMAS LIGHT“

Light chain „MULTIFUNCTION LED“

Light chain – „140 MUSIC LIGHTS“

All products were collected in the internal market by the CTIA Inspectorate seated in Pilsen. The products were subsequently assessed in compliance with appropriate legal and technical regulations. The results were as follows:
1. Light chain „138 POLARIS“

Besides the CE mark and the data 2.5 A, and 250 V printed on the cord, there are no information directly on the product. On the product packaging, the CE mark is printed again, as well as the following text: Dovozce do ČR: GL STAV s.r.o. ČR, Výrobce: TAIZHOU FEICAI LIGHT FACTORY LTD. 
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Dangers
When plugging in the cord or when using the product carelessly, users can get injured by electric current because the proportion of the flat two-pole cord do not correspond with the stipulated model and the cord is not reliably secured against extraction from the clips. Insulation thickness and cross-section of the conductor don’t correspond with the requirement of the harmonized standard. The product was accompanied by unreadable instructions for use. Marking of the product was insufficient. 
2. Light chain „EK-04“ – 140 LED lights
Manufacturer or importer is not known. Directly on the product’s cord is the following marking: CE, 250 V/2,5 A. On the switchbox you can read: CE, EK-04, IP44, 8 programs mini controller, double square and a drop in a triangle.
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Dangers
When plugging in the cord or when using the product carelessly, users can get injured by electric current because the proportions of the flat pole plug do not correspond with the stipulated model. Insulation thickness and cross-section of the conductor don’t correspond with the requirement of the harmonized standard and power cord is not reliably secured against extraction from the switchbox. Marking of the product was insufficient. 
3. Light chain „CHRISTMAS LIGHT“

Manufacturer of the Christmas chain with changeable light sources, equipped with electronics for sound effects such as melody playing is unknown. The chain is equipped with two-pole power cord that is connected with first two lights. It is however not marked in any way; only the CE mark is on the plug, as well as voltage and current – 2.5 A 250 V. The chain has no packaging and accompanying documentation is missing. 
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Dangers
User can get injured by electric current when touching a part under voltage in case that the power cord breaks or raptures or when it is being plugged in. Expert assessment showed that the cord of the light chain is not reliably secured against extraction from the clips and fails to have the required insulation thickness and cross-section of the conductor. The two-pole power cord also is non-compliant with the required model and size. Marking of the product fails the requirements. 
4. Light chain „MULTIFUNCTION LED“

It is a Christmas light chain with changeable light sources, equipped with a two-pole power cord and switchbox with a button that enables selection of various switching modes. Light sources are connected within four circuits. 
The following information is available on the packaging: Dovozce do ČR: GL STAV S.R.O. ČR, manufacturer: TAIZHOU FEICAILIGHT FACTORYLTD, MULTIFUNCTION LED, 100 LED LIGHT. Voltage of grid 220 V and voltage of bulbs 34 V as well as instructions for use in Czech and Polish are on the packaging. There is no marking on the product except for the numbers 220-250 on the cord and instructions for switching modes in English on the switchbox.
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Dangers
When using the product carelessly, users can get injured by electric current because the power cord is not reliably secured against extraction from the switchbox. Further, insulation thickness and cross-section of the conductor don’t correspond with the requirement of the appropriate standard and the proportions of the flat two-pole cord do not correspond with the stipulated model. Insulation thickness and cross-section of the conductor don’t correspond with the model stipulated by the technical standard. Marking of the product was insufficient. 

5. Light chain „140 MUSIC LIGHTS“

Manufacturer of the Christmas chain with changeable light sources, equipped with electronics for sound effects such as melody playing is unknown. The product is equipped with a two-pole power cord connected to switchbox of an electronic unit. Volume of the melody played is controlled with a rotary switch of the electronic unit.
The product is not equipped properly, only on the two-pole cord CE mark is printed, namely voltage 250 V and power 2.5 A. The packaging states for example: CAUTION: THIS STRING CONTAINS LAMPS TO REDUCE THE RISK OF OVERHEATING, BEFORE REMOVING OR REPLACING A BULB BE SURE TO UNPLUG THE SET, MADE IN CHINA. Stamp on the packaging states CE, symbol of double square, instructions for use in Czech and numerical data: ITEM NO: DTP8368, EAN: 8713142406068. 
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Dangers
User can touch a part under voltage and get injured by electric current in case that the conductor is damaged or when plugging in the power cord. This is because the cord of the light chain is not reliably secured against extraction from the switchbox and fails to have the stipulated insulation thickness and cross-section of the conductor. Proportions of the flat two-pole cord do not comply with the stipulated model. Length of the cord before the first socket does not comply with the applicable legal regulation. Marking of the product is noncompliant.
Taken protective measures
As regards all five dangerous light electric chains, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority took the same measures. It banned distribution of these products and ordered their withdrawal from the market. Complete documentation concerning all the electric light chains was sent to the Ministry of Industry and Trade that will notify them into the RAPEX system. 
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