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Procurement of secondary raw materials is still problematic
(Partial report from the first quarter of 2012)


(Prague, August 2, 2012) Procurement of secondary raw materials is not only where metal waste is concentrated for further elaboration. As the controls carried out either by the CTIA alone or in cooperation with the Czech Environmental Inspectorate have proven, some operators of the procurement centres also buy various objects whose procurement is forbidden due to the suspicion that they were stolen (manhole covers, metal parts of street lighting, traffic signs, safety cables and so forth). In the range of their competencies, the inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority also check whether operators of procurement centres breach legally stipulated obligations when it comes to the assortment of procurement, information obligations or fairness of sale; they also check validity of measuring tools used. During the first half-year, in total 196 workplaces procuring secondary raw materials were inspected and breaches of some obligations were found in more than one third of them. 
From January 1 to June 30, 2012, in total 196 inspections were carried out in the frame of the control action focused on secondary raw materials procurement centres and activities connected with this type of sale were checked. Breaches of generally binding obligations were found in 70 cases, i.e. 35.7%. 

Number of controls and findings according to individual inspectorates
	Controls

	Inspectorate
	Number of controls
	With findings
	Findings in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	36
	8
	22.2%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	21
	11
	52.4%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	40
	11
	27.5%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	36
	19
	52.7%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	14
	4
	28.6%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	15
	5
	33.3%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	29
	12
	41.4%

	Total
	196
	70
	35.7%


Detected breaches and issued measures
Most frequently, the inspectors found that uncertified measuring tools failing the appropriate regulations were used within the procurement of secondary raw materials. Bans on use of 44 pieces of uncertified measuring tools were imposed until remedy. Breaches of obligations stipulated by the Act on Consumer Protection were also detected – namely in fairness of sale (section 3) in 25 cases, failure to provide information about the prices of procured raw materials (section 12) in 18 cases and in seven cases the employees of the procurement centre failed to issue a bill of sale with all requirements (section 16). 
On the grounds of the detected deficiencies, 66 fines in the total amount of 240.000 CZK were imposed; other measures were issued by the Czech Environmental Inspectorate due to the breaches of legal regulations in its surveillance competence. Within the common controls, the employees of the Czech Environmental Inspectorate solved breaches of the Act on Wastes (section 18 of the Act No. 185/2001 Coll.) and the Decree on Waste Handling; in the second quarter, the CTIA inspectors transferred totally 4 detected breaches of these regulations. For example, within one control a manhole cover was procured despite it is in contradiction with the appropriate decree which stipulates also the way of how to identify wastes and persons offering wastes to procurement. 
Conclusion
Within the controls of secondary raw materials procurement, the competence of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority is limited which is why the CTIA cooperated with the Czech Environmental Inspectorate who also checked abidance with regulations in the frame of its scope. Other controls were carried out in cooperation with the Police of the Czech Republic and appropriate trade licensing offices because products originating from criminal conduct can be potentially found in these workplaces as well as risky disposing with substances which are monitored and which the persons dealing with secondary raw materials procurement are obliged to make evidence of. 
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