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	PRESS RELEASE


Children’s scooters with defects, without marking and manuals

(Final report of the project)

(Prague, August 17, 2012) Surveillance over the safety of products intended for children, among others also children’s scooters belong to the priorities of the inspection activities of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. In case that these scooters are not safe, there is a high risk of injury of the head, chest, stomach or arms – not only as a consequence of a fall, but also of a jam or a clinch of fingers or some other part of the body. Within a control of 56 types of children’s scooters placed on the market by almost 80 distributors it was found that 17 types of scooters fail the conditions for being placed on the market due to their characteristics or insufficient information. Six types of scooters were taken to laboratory assessment of safety. 
All inspectorates were involved in the control action “Children’s scooters” from April 1 to June 30, 2012. The controls were held totally at 78 subjects (in 1 manufacturer and 77 distributors). 
The surveillance was focused on abidance with the requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products and appropriate implementary regulations (Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. and ČSN EN 71-1 to 11 Safety of Toys). The inspectors checked whether vendors sell products which could endanger the health or safety of users with regard to nonconforming mechanical or physical characteristics of the supervised products, i.e. children’s scooters, their bad construction or insufficient and incorrect warnings and other information necessary to meet the elementary requirements for safety. 
When the children’s scooters are not safe, their users can get injured on their head, chest, stomach or arms, especially as a consequence of a fall, of a jam or a clinch of fingers or another part of the body as a consequence of stumps, holes and large gaps.
Results of controls and taken actions 
During the control action, 78 controls were carried out in total, including inspections at 77 distributors and one importer. Totally 56 types of children’s scooters were checked and deficiencies were found in 17 of them. The controls of the accompanying documentation of products showed the following deficiencies: 
· Incomplete documentation 

· Missing or incomplete obligatory information
· Deficiencies in marking, namely insufficient identification of the product 

· Missing manuals of use and construction
The obligatory marking CE was not present on the product in 6 cases. All the 6 product samples were taken to laboratory assessment. These products were: COLOMA 236, XIONG HU, FASHION SCOOTER, SCOOTER, SCOOTER SPIDERMAN a SCUTTLE BUG. 

On the grounds of the expert assessment of safety of the product SCUTTLE BUG (see the picture in the attachment) it was found that the checked sample of this scooter bug does not correspond with the requirements of the Act and the Government Order because within the laboratory tests insufficient toughness of plastic parts was detected. The stop at one side of the security mechanism broke off and thus the toy collapsed. If the toy collapsed this way, a small user could be seriously injured when sitting on the bug’s seat because the plastic part breaks off, the child loses the foothold of the hands and falls directly on the collapsed bug and then on the ground. After the elaboration of all accessories, the documentation on the dangerous product SCUTTLE BUG will be transferred to the contact point of the Ministry of Industry and Trade which will then file the product in the Rapex system.
Other 5 samples are still investigated. 

Actions taken in the frame of the control action
· In 12 cases, it was issued to remove the detected deficiencies

· In 3 cases, ban on sale of 7 products in the overall value of 2,224 CZK was imposed

· 2 orders were imposed on the spot
· Administrative proceedings will be launched with 3 checked subjects

· 6 product samples were taken to safety assessment 

Conclusion
Controls of children’s scooters proved numerous deficiencies concerning the fulfilment of obligations stipulated to manufacturers, importers and distributors by law (failure to mark the products, sale of products without any manual of use and maintenance, sale of products without any proper information about the products).

To improve the current state in the field of sale of children’s scooters, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority took appropriate actions, among others it has also carried out repeated controls of this assortment not only in the retail network, but also at manufacturers or importers. After the investigation is finished, the public will learn about the nonconforming samples or products threatening the safety and health of users, including warnings against safety risks. The information will be provided through media and at the CTIA website (www.coi.cz). 
	The list of the brands of the checked children’s scooters


	ARCORE

BINO

CAR 450136

COLOMA 236

CR 35 200

EVO

FASHION SCOOTER

FIREFLY STREET

FOLDED SLIDER

GALAXY

HELLO KITTY MY FIRST SCOOTER
	HOTA

INTREA

JAVA

LIFEFIT

MICRO SKATE SCOOTER BM 1

MINI MICRO

MONDO SCOOTER

MS 286 JD BUG WHEEL

SCOODOLINO

SCOOTER

SCOOTER HORNET GREEN

SCOOTER SPIDERMAN


	SMILE 

SPORT EXCELL

STOP´N GO

SUPER RAPID

TEMPISH

TIDIT

TWO YEDOO

VELAMOS

WINNER

WORKER

XIONG HU 

YEDOO WZOOM 12




Further information can be found on the website of the CTIA www.coi.cz or at the communication department of the CTIA. 
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