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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA found more motor oil samples of poor quality in September 
(Monitoring of fuel quality in September 2012)
(Prague, October 12, 2012) The quality of fuels belongs to the most interested fields of inspection, especially among consumers. During September, the CTIA inspectors took 382 fuel samples on the territory of the Czech Republic including 12 samples which failed to meet the quality requirements, i.e. 3.1% - namely 3 motor petrol samples, 7 motor oil samples and two samples of mixed fuel. Other types of fuel – FAME, LPG, CNG and ethanol met the requirements of the appropriate quality standards in all parameters. About 800 fuel samples are still to be taken until the end of the year. 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority monitors the fuel quality on the territory of the Czech Republic according to the provision of section 7 par. 2 letter a of the Act No. 311/2006 Coll. and the Decree No. 133/2010 Coll. The inspection of quality was carried out through taking of samples of motor petrol, motor oil, mixed fuel, bio fuel, LPG, CNG and Ethanol E85 in accordance with the schedule as well as on the grounds of consumers’ submissions at filling stations on the whole territory of the Czech Republic. 
Results of the controls
Twelve out of the total number of 382 fuel samples taken and examined during September 2012 failed the quality requirements, i.e. 3.1%. 
	Nonconforming samples in %

	Period of 2012
	Motor petrol
	Motor oil
	Mixed fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol* E85
	Total

	January
	2.3
	5.0
	0.0
	33.3
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	3.7

	February
	0.0
	3.8
	25.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	2.3

	March
	0.0
	5.9
	0.0
	0.0
	7.7
	0.0
	0.0
	3.6

	April
	0.0
	9.1
	33.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	5.0

	May
	1.1
	3.7
	0.0
	Not taken
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	2.1

	June
	4.6
	5.1
	40
	0.0
	4.3
	0.0
	0.0
	5.4

	July
	3.4
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	1.3

	August
	4.3
	3.0
	25.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	33.3
	3.8

	September 
	1.8
	4.0
	28.6
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	3.1


* Available only in limited amounts in the retail network 

In September, nonconforming samples of motor petrol, motor oil and mixed fuel were detected. All the results according to the fuel types including the detected nonconforming criteria are shown in the attachment. 
Three of the 171 taken samples of motor petrol failed the requirements of the quality standards (1.8%). In one sample the quality requirement for the process of distillation was not met; it also failed the requirements within the parameter density at 15°C; the sample also seriously violated the allowed content of oxygen and oxygenates. The other two samples of motor petrol failed the quality indicator potassium content and in one of them, the limit for sulphur content was violated, too. 

Seven of the 173 taken motor oil samples failed to meet the quality requirements of the appropriate standard. The flash point did not comply in 3 samples. Two motor oil samples failed the parameter of 95% of content distillates at temperature which was higher when compared to the technical standard’s requirements. Two samples failed the parameter distilled content at 350°C. The quality parameter oxidation stability was breached in 1 sample. In one sample, violation of the FAME content was detected. In one motor oil sample, violation of the upper acceptable value of the content of the FAME bio ingredient was detected, namely by 0.7 V/V% when the maximal acceptable value is 7.3 V/V%. 

Breaches of the quality indicator flash point were detected also in 2 of the 7 taken samples of mixed fuel – SMN 30 (i.e. 28.6%). 
Conclusion
In September, deviations from the quality standards were detected in the taken samples of motor petrol, motor oil and mixed fuel. Despite the number of the taken samples increased, fewer breaches of quality were detected when compared to August (decrease from 3.8% to 3.1%). The improvement in motor petrol was most significant – from 4.3% to 1.8%. On the contrary, the worst quality was detected in motor oil – from 3.0% to 4.0% as well as in mixed fuel – from 25% to 28.6%. The taken samples of the other fuel types met the requirements of the appropriate quality standards in all the parameters. 
In September, the mobile laboratory was used for the control of 9 samples of motor petrol and motor oil. These inspections were carried out to check consumers’ submissions which concerned suspicions of sale of poor quality fuels including one which was confirmed. On the grounds of this respective finding, the filling station was subsequently closed by the appropriate customs office. 
Attachments: 
Monitoring of fuel quality in September 2012
Monitoring of fuel quality from January to September 2012


Comparison of the overall results with the results of ČAPPO member companies
Graph – Taken fuel samples according to the types – January-September 2012

Further information can be found on the website of the CTIA www.coi.cz or at the communication department of the CTIA. 
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