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	PRESS RELEASE


Glass of the coffee table Lotus may explode!

(Prague, October 31, 2012) On the grounds of a consumer’s submission it was found that a product which poses a high risk to consumers is offered in the internal market. When using the coffee table LOTUS in the common and intended way, the glass desk may spontaneously explode and individual shards may cause serious injuries to the persons present. The product failed the requirement on the minimal number of shards after it was broken within a laboratory test. The glass of thickness from 4 to 12 mm shall not break into more than 40 pieces whose maximal length shall not exceed 100 mm. This glass has failed to meet the requirements and therefore the CTIA banned selling of this coffee table and the distributor withdrew the product from the market. 
Coffee table LOTUS art. 18479247

Country of origin: Germany - EAN 20000184792478

Supplier:  Rudolf Leiner, GES. M.B.H. 3106 St. Pölten-Spratzern, Zdarskystrasse 9
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Dangers
On the grounds of the results of the tests it was found that the sample failed the requirement for the minimal number of pieces after being broken within the test of disintegration – the minimal number is 40 pieces in the glasses of thickness from 4 to 12 mm. It also failed the requirement for the maximal length of the longest pieces which shall not exceed 100 mm. 
[image: image3.emf]
The detected length of one piece was up to 225 mm.
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When using the coffee table in the common and intended way, the covering glass desk may suddenly and spontaneously explode. Then it falls into incalculable number of large shards of various sizes and big shards remain stuck on the upper part of the metal legs (see the picture) while other shards spread about the room. There is a danger that the present people may get injured, e.g. in their eyes, faces or other parts of the body. The shock caused by the unexpected explosion may also cause other injuries such as scalding of a sitting person by a hot drink and so forth. 
Because of the high rate of risk to the users, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority banned selling of the coffee table and the distributor subsequently took action and withdrew the product from the market. 


Further information can be found on the website of the CTIA of the www.coi.cz or at the communication department of the CTIA. 
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