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	PRESS RELEASE


Number of inspections of fuel rises – detected breaches are serious (Results of controls of fuel quality in October 2012) 

(Prague, November 28, 2012) The number of fuel samples taken at filing stations on the whole territory of the Czech Republic is growing. During October, 396 samples of motor petrol, motor oil, mixed fuel, bio fuel, LPG, CNG and Ethanol E85 were laboratory tested. Totally 5 samples failed the requirements of the applicable standards. With regard to the interest of the public concerning the quality of this assortment, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority informs not only about the results of the controls, but in compliance with law it also publishes lawful decisions on the fines imposed to the distributors of fuels on its website www.coi.cz. “When we detect repeated breaches in the same commercial subjects we will not only impose fines in the amounts close to the upper limit as provided by law, but we also will require removal of their trading licenses. Such entrepreneurs shall not operate in the Czech market,” said Jan Štěpánek, the Director General of the CTIA.
Monitoring of fuel quality is carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in compliance with the applicable legal regulations (the Act No. 311/2006 Coll. and the Decree No. 133/2010 Coll.). 
The results of the controls
Out of the total number of 396 samples taken and checked in October 2012, 5 samples (i.e. 1.3%) failed the requirements of the quality standards. Defects were detected only in the samples of motor petrol and motor oil.

	Nonconforming samples in %

	Period of 2012
	Motor petrol
	Motor oil
	Mixed fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol* E85
	Total

	January 
	2.3
	5.0
	0.0
	33.3
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	3.7

	February 
	0.0
	3.8
	25.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	2.3

	March 
	0.0
	5.9
	0.0
	0.0
	7.7
	0.0
	0.0
	3.6

	April 
	0.0
	9.1
	33.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	5.0

	May
	1.1
	3.7
	0.0
	Not taken
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	2.1

	June
	4.6
	5.1
	4.0
	0.0
	4.3
	0.0
	0.0
	5.4

	July 
	3.4
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	1.3

	August
	4.3
	3.0
	25.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	33.3
	3.8

	September 
	1.8
	4.0
	28.6
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	3.1

	October
	0.6
	2.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	1.3


* Available only in limited amounts in the market network 

One of the 171 taken samples of motor petrol failed the requirements of the quality standards (0.6%). The quality requirement for the distillation process failed to meet the standard’s requirement in the parameter of oxygen substances and oxygen and exceeded the acceptable level of bio ingredients. In the sample, the value was 43.0% V/V (the limit is 5.2% V/V). 

Four of the 175 taken samples of motor oil failed the quality requirements (2.3%). Two samples failed the flash point; in two cases the samples failed the temperature 95% of content distillates at temperature which was higher than the technical standard requires. The quality parameter oxidation stability was exceeded almost thirtyfold in one sample. 
In October, the upper acceptable limit of ethanol content was exceeded in one motor petrol sample (0.6%). 

The results according to the fuel types including the detected nonconforming criteria are shown in the attachment.

Conclusion
The analysis of the taken fuel samples proved deviations from the quality standards in one motor petrol sample and four motor oil samples. The improvement concerning the rate of defective samples may be considered as a result of a higher number of the taken samples. Only the analysis of the following period will show whether the improvement is a reflection of the real condition of fuel quality. The samples in which serious breaches of several parameters are found remain the biggest problem. Connection of these breaches can significantly reduce the utility characteristics of the fuel and increase the wearing of the fuel system and other parts of the engine. These circumstances will be taken into consideration when deciding about the amounts of fines because they can significantly influence these amounts. 
The checked samples of the other fuel types met the requirements of the appropriate quality standards in all the provided parameters. 
In October, the mobile laboratory was used in 6 cases to check consumers’ complaints and to operatively monitor the market with fuels. The suspicions about poor quality fuels were not confirmed within these inspections. 
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