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	PRESS RELEASE


Fakes and dangerous products are still offered at marketplaces
(Prague, Brno and České Budějovice, November 30, 2012) In the frame of the planned controls, also extraordinary inspections of marketplaces in Prague and in border regions were carried out in cooperation with other surveillance authorities, connoisseurs of goods and the Police. Some inspections were held on the weekends. Almost 2500 pieces of various textile products, clothing accessories, watches and other goods illegally marked with trademarks were taken. Sale of these products would cause damage to the owners of the trademarks amounting to more than 7 million CZK. Except for the fakes, the inspectors also monitored the sale of dangerous products. In this regard, bans on sale of 64 pieces of dangerous e-cigarettes were imposed. Sale of unauthorized airsoft guns and breaches of obligations when selling pyrotechnic products is now investigated by the Czech Proof House for Arms and Ammunition. 

All the three inspectorates participating in these actions focused especially on abidance with the Act on Consumer Protection – selling, offering and stocking of goods infringing some intellectual property rights, the Act on General Safety of Products as well as the Act on Technical Requirements for Products. 
In the border regions, the CTIA inspectors operated at the marketplaces in Vyšší Brod and Kaplice in South Bohemia, ASIA BAZAR in Hatě u Znojma and repeatedly at the Prague Market in Holešovice. Except for the 21 inspectors of the CTIA, members of the Alien Police, connoisseurs of goods and employees of the Czech Proof House for Arms and Ammunition (CPHAA) participated.
Totally 2,424 pieces of products illegally marked with trademarks were confiscated. The taken products included various fakes of products of many famous brands, especially textile products, sportswear and footwear, clothing accessories, handbags, watches and so on. If these products were sold, the damage to the owners of the trademarks would amount to 7.1 million CZK. 
After the checked persons were identified and expert opinions confirming that the products were fakes were developed, administrative proceedings would start with the checked persons and the amounts of fines would be decided as well as confiscation of goods and their subsequent liquidation or handing in to humanitarian purposes. 
At the marketplace in Hatě u Znojma, in two cases it was also repeatedly found that 64 pieces of dangerous products were offered – these were sets with the electronic cigarette “E-Health cigarette“ filed in the European database of dangerous products Rapex. The product poses a danger of injury from electricity because the internal insulation between the input and output circuit is insufficient, internal connections are only solder fixed, and the plugs do not have the correct size. 
In addition, the product poses a health risk especially to children in case that the nicotine filling gets in touch with the skin or is swallowed. There is no warning against such danger and also other obligatory information is missing. The product fails the requirements for being placed on the market and is prohibited from being sold. 
The employees of the Czech Proof House for Arms and Ammunition focused on the inspection of airsoft guns which obligatorily need to be assessed before being placed on the market – the CTIA is not competent to check their marking. At the time of the control, unmarked airsoft guns were found by the CPHAA inspectors. The breaches will be further investigated by the authority including appropriate measures. 
The fact that the inspections at the marketplaces are not without risks was proven during the inspection at the Prague Market in Holešovice. Two female inspectors were attacked by marketeers after having managed to enter a closed container where fakes were stocked. Fortunately they were not injured within the incident. 
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