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	PRESS RELEASE


Marking of propane-butane gas bottles should not be underestimated!

(Final report of the project) 

(Prague, December 11, 2012) The control action of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused on marking of 2 kg pressure PB gas bottles and the quality of LPG was held from April 1 to September 30, 2012. Within the inspections at 23 subjects, no failures concerning the obligatory marking of the checked 2 kg PB gas bottles placed on the market after May 1, 2003, as well as no serious breaches of the quality of the taken gas samples were found. However, fifteen of the checked subjects breached the obligations as provided by the Act on Consumer Protection. With regard to the situation in the market, i.e. the high number of PB gas bottles placed on the market after May 1, 2003, inspections will continue in 2013 and also other surveillance authorities will participate in these checks. 
The national control action called “Inspection of the marking and check of gas quality in 2 kg PB gas bottles” was held from April 1 to September 30, 2012, and experts from all the CTIA inspectorates participated in it. Besides the inspection of gas quality, also the π marking of the gas bottles placed on the market after May 1, 2003 was checked. The π marking indicates that the gas bottle meets the technical requirements for portable pressure equipment and that it is safe. (Pressure propane-butane gas bottles placed on the market after the respective date became the relevant product as provided by the Government Order No. 42/2003 Coll. that lays down the technical requirements for portable pressure equipment and the currently applicable Government Order No. 208/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Portable Pressure Equipment. The control of the conformity π marking was carried out in accordance with the annex III of the GO No. 208/2011 Coll. and annex VII of the GO 42/2003 Coll.)
The surveillance action took place totally in 23 subjects, including 11 sellers, 11 distributors, and one gas refill facility. In the frame of the accompanying documentation the π marking was checked on pressure gas bottles, especially its placement on an available place and its size. The physical control of the products showed that in all cases, the marking was in compliance with the stipulated requirements. 
Within the controls, totally 7 samples (21 pieces) of 2 kg pressure gas bottles filled with propane-butane (LPG) were taken for the checks of gas quality. With regard to the fact that currently there are only about 10% of PB gas bottles marked with the π marking, i.e. placed on the market after May 1, 2003, also bottles placed on the market before the respective date, thus not being the relevant products according to the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, were taken in order to be checked. 
Findings and taken actions 

In a laboratory test of the quality of LPG, three samples met the requirements of the appropriate technical standard. In four samples, higher rates of oily residue were detected. However, the detected rates of the oily residue have no factual influence on the quality of the checked products regarding their use. Therefore, this finding is not recognized as a breach of fairness of sale or as damage to consumers. 

The increased rate of the oily residue caused by mechanical impurity may have a significant impact on the function and service life of a device in case that the LPG bottles are used within the vaporiser technologies for the use of the liquid phase of the LPG. The 2 kg PB gas bottles are not used for the above mentioned vaporiser technology. Only evaporated gaseous phase is used in the bottles intended for domestic use.
Ten checked persons were fined orders on the spot for breaches of the fairness of sale. In five cases, the launch of administrative proceedings was suggested because the information obligations as provided by the Act on Consumer Protection were breached. 
Conclusion
The results of the control action showed that it is right to check not only the quality of gas but also the marking of propane-butane gas bottles. The inspectors confirmed that in the market there still are the majority of bottles from before May 1, 2003, which the CTIA is not competent to inspect. Therefore the CTIA negotiated with the Technická inspekce ČR (authority for technical inspection in the Czech Republic) and the State Labour Inspection Office and agreed on the inspections of the entire market with PB gas bottles including refill facilities for 2013. 

During the control action, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority was contacted by the Flaga company which in cooperation with The Czech Association of LPG started a discussion about the current situation in the market including the resolution of potential problems related to the appearance of risky PB gas bottles in the market. 
Recommendations to consumers
Within the purchase or exchange of a PB bottle you should check the condition of the bottle. For your own safety, you should refuse deformed or rusted bottles and prefer the gas bottles with the π marking, i.e. manufactured after May 1, 2003, that meet the safety requirements as provided by the appropriate technical regulations. As regards the fairness of sale, the seller is obliged to inform the consumer about the price of the product or the service offered and to bill the price correctly. 
For the operation of household gas appliances run by bottled LPG, the CTIA recommends consumers to follow the safety instructions, i.e. not to expose the connected pressure gas bottles to extreme temperatures. When a consumer stocks a pressure bottle in low temperatures, only the lighter part of fuel will be used and steamed while the heavier liquid residue will remain unused in the gas bottle.
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