Inspections of fuels in January – few defects detected
(Monitoring of fuel quality in January 2013)
(Prague, February 19, 2013) Inspections of fuel quality have continued in 2013 by sampling fuels offered at filling stations on the whole territory of the Czech Republic. Until the end of the year, at least 2,650 samples of motor fuel will be taken, including 1,000 motor petrol samples, 1,200 motor oil samples, 150 LPG samples, 50 mixed fuel samples and 250 samples of other fuel types. Further improvement of operational discipline of the whole distributional chain from producers to sellers of fuels and thus more effective consumer rights protection is the objective of the Czech trade Inspection Authority. In January 2013, the officers took totally 172 fuel samples and found breaches in one motor oil sample. 
Czech Trade Inspection Authority monitors the fuel quality in compliance with the provisions of the Act on Fuels and the applicable implementing regulations (Act. No. 311/2006 Coll. and the Decree No. 133/2010 Coll.) on the territory of the Czech Republic. Samples of motor petrol, motor oil, mixed fuel, bio fuel, LPG, CNG and Ethanol E85 are taken to the inspections of quality. 
One of the total number of 172 samples taken and checked in January, 2013, failed the quality requirements (i.e. 0.6%). 
	Noncompliant samples in %

	Period: January
	Motor petrol
	Motor oil
	Mixed fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol* E85
	Total

	2011
	0.0
	5.1
	0.0
	66.7
	0.0
	0.0
	33.3
	4.5

	2012
	2.3
	5.0
	0.0
	33.3
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	3.7

	2013
	0.0
	1.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	0.6


* Available in limited amounts in the market network
	Noncompliant samples in real figures

	Period: January
	Motor petrol
	Motor oil
	Mixed fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol* E85
	Total

	2011
	0
	3
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	6

	2012
	2
	5
	0
	1
	0
	0
	Not taken
	8

	2013
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not taken
	1


* Available in limited amounts in the market network

All 62 taken and checked motor petrol samples met the quality indicators. No noncompliant samples of this fuel type were detected in January. 
One of 80 taken and checked samples of motor oil failed the requirements of the applicable quality standard (1.3%). Serious deviation from the standard’s requirement was detected in flash point and there is a suspicion of unauthorised manipulation with the fuel. Administrative proceedings with the checked person will start.
In January 2013, bio fuel (fatty acid methyl ester) content was checked in 80 motor oil samples and 62 motor petrol samples. Laboratory tests didn’t detect any exceeding of the upper limit of bio contents in the fuels.
Results of the inspections of fuels, including noncompliant criteria are available in the attachment.
Conclusion
Analysis of the taken samples proved deviations from the quality standards in 1 motor oil sample. Comparison with January, 2012, suggests that the quality of fuels is more and more carefully monitored by the distributors. Except for one sample of motor oil, no breaches of quality were detected in January, 2013. All samples of motor petrol mixed motor fuel (SMN 30), FAME, LPG, and CNG met the requirements of the applicable quality standards. No samples of motor fuel E-85 were available at any of the checked filling stations. 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority most frequently detects breaches of fuel quality at smaller filling stations. You can check whether these breaches are less serious or sporadic by clicking on the following link where lawful decisions on fines are available on the CTIA website:
 http://www.coi.cz/cz/spotrebitel/rozhodnuti-o-ulozeni-pokuty-za-poruseni-stanovene-jakosti-pohonnych-hmot/.
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Comparison of the overall results with the results of the ČAPPO member companies 

