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	PRESS RELEASE


2012: Many dangerous toys 

(Final report of 2012)

(Prague, January 17, 2013) The offer of toys in the Czech market is monitored and continuously controlled by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority throughout the year. The inspections of 2012 were especially focused on risky groups of products, e.g. toys put into operation by mouth, various pushbikes, water toys, shooting toys and furry toys. The products intended for the most endangered group of the smallest users were especially the target of these controls and assessments of safety. During the past year, totally 1,213 sellers, importers or manufacturers of such toys were checked and in almost half of the checked subjects, breaches of the legally stipulated obligations were found. Fines amounting to 1.95 million CZK were imposed by the CTIA in 457 cases and the CTIA inspectors banned the sale of 4,573 toys in the total price of 300,000 CZK. Eighteen of the thirty types of products taken failed the safety criteria and the CTIA subsequently ordered their withdrawal from the market. Eleven of these risky toys were filed in the international alert system of dangerous products RAPEX.
The continuous annual inspections of toys intended for children below and above three years of age were carried out by all the inspectorates of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. The surveillance was focused on abidance with the requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, the appropriate Government Order (No. 86/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Toys) and a number of other standards (ČSN EN 71 and ČSN EN 62115) specifying technical and safety requirements for specific groups of toys. 
During 2012, totally 1,213 inspections of toys were carried out including 480 cases in which breaches of applicable legal regulations were found, i.e. 39.6%. The inspections were carried out at 1,192 distributors, 17 importers and 4 manufacturers. The inspectors monitored and checked whether toys that potentially pose higher risk to the health or safety of its users as a consequence of inconvenient mechanical and physical properties, bad construction, insufficient or incorrect warnings or absence of other information necessary to meet the elementary safety requirements are offered.
The results of the inspections of the accompanying documentation and marking of toys
As regards the accompanying documentation, mainly marking and safety information for consumers relating to the types of toys were inspected. Not only the CE declaration of conformity but also the grounds for its issue were checked at manufacturers and importers. 
Deficiencies in the marking of products with the CE mark of conformity or failures to provide the declaration of conformity were detected in 43 cases (breaches of the section 19a par. 3a of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll.).
Deficiencies within other obligatory marking of products required by the legal regulations were found in 78 cases (breaches of section 19a par. 4b of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll.).
Detected deficiencies: 
· Some toys failed the individual requirements of the standard ČSN EN 71-1 

· Missing obligatory information and warnings for consumers

· Information for consumers and obligatory warnings were available only in a foreign language
· Manufacturer, importer or distributor were not indicated on the products
· The product was not marked with the information about the suitable age of its users
· The product didn’t have the CE mark of conformity
The results of the safety assessment in the taken samples of toys
In the internal market, totally 30 types of toys with potential risks supposedly posed by their construction or used materials were taken to assessments of safety. The assessments of safety of these toys showed that 18 of the 30 taken types of products failed the safety standards as stipulated in the Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Toys. Defects regarding safety were detected in the following toys: 

· Inflatable balloons (4 types) – reported to the contact point of the MIT
· Socks with a furry toy – reported to the contact point of the MIT
· Children bike Bug – reported to the contact point of the MIT
· Furry frog – reported to the contact point of the MIT
· Swimming rings (2 types) – reported to the contact point of the MIT
· Pelican – reported to the contact point of the MIT
· Furry bear – reported to the contact point of the MIT
· Bow and arrows – reported to the contact point of the MIT
· push car – reported to the contact point of the MIT
· squeaky cow
· ladybug basket
· squeaky duck
· metal whistle
· doll stroller
At the moment, some products are still the objects to the investigation. With regard to the significance of the detected deficiencies, we may assume that other of the above mentioned toys will also be reported to the contact point for the RAPEX system at the Ministry of Industry and Trade. 

Actions taken and sanctions 

· Ban on sale of 4,573 pieces of toys in the total price of 300,681 CZK was imposed
· Measures to removal of the detected deficiencies were imposed in 112 cases
· Fines amounting totally up to 1,948,500 CZK were imposed in 457 cases
· Administrative proceedings have not ended in other cases
Conclusion

Prevention of accidents and injuries is the objective of the toys market surveillance in order to reduce the risk of damages to the health of children who use the products in the intended or predictable way. With regard to the lasting negative experience and frequent findings, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority doesn’t consider the safety of toys satisfactory in the Czech market. 
These are the reasons why the market will still be monitored and the inspection of toys will continue in the same extent in 2013. Abidance with the safety requirements for this assortment of products will be inspected at manufacturers or importers as well as at the final sellers. 

In the media and on its website, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority has continuously published information and warnings against nonconforming toys endangering the safety and health of children users including the description of concrete safety risks.
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