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	PRESS RELEASE


Risks of toys associated with food 

(Final report of the project)

(Prague, January 22, 2013) Toys sold as parts of food must meet the same safety standards as toys sold on their own, including informational obligations. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority found breaches in 102 of 453 types of toys firmly attached to food, contained within food or added to food. The inspectors assessed the risks of choking associated with accidental ingestion or inhaling of toys attached to food. It is reasonably required that the toys or their parts cannot wedge in the mouth or pharynx especially when the products are intended to be put in the mouth, e.g. whistles or balloons. 
The inspections of toys firmly attached to food, contained within food or co-mingled with food were carried out from February 27 to November 30, 2012. All the CTIA inspectorates participated in these inspections and totally 336 spots of sale were checked. The surveillance was focused on abidance with the requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products and other legal regulations (Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Toys and the standards ČSN EN 71-1). 
The objective of the control action was to check whether vendors also sell products which could jeopardise the health or safety of the smallest users, i.e. children. The requirements were focused on the danger of choking as a consequence of accidental ingestion or inhaling of toys added to food (which is not applicable for the food). Toys which are likely to be put in the mouth by children have to meet the requirement that the toy or its parts cannot be swallowed or inhaled and cannot wedge in the mouth or pharynx or lodge over the entrance to the lower airways. 
In the frame of the control action, totally 331 controls at distributors, 4 at importers and at one manufacturer were carried out. Totally 453 types of toys firmly attached to food, contained within food or co-mingled with food were checked and it was found that the assortment of toys sold together with food does not include any accompanying documentation. The obligatory marking of conformity was missing in 61 of the checked products. 
Detected deficiencies
The standard ČSN EN 71-1:2011 – Safety of Toys part 1 – mechanical and physical properties, article 4.25 co-mingled with food, was used for the assessment of the products. The following deficiencies were detected in 102 of the total number of 453 checked types of products:
· Incomplete information obligations

· Failure to mark the products with the required conformity marking
· Information for consumers provided only in foreign languages

· Failure to indicate the minimal age of users

The above mentioned deficiencies were detected in various types of toys – various whistles or balloons with candies, eggs, cars, dolls or animals with candies, ruby balls, stamps, phones or other products co-mingled with food.
Results of the assessment of the product samples
The following samples of 6 inspected toys were taken to safety assessment: 

· Lollipop with a whistle – the sample failed the safety requirements (reported to the contact point of the MIT)

· Balloon with a whistle and candies (2 types) – the samples failed the safety requirements
· Swelling snake co-mingled with food – the sample failed the safety requirements
· Disney drink - the sample failed the safety requirements
· Chocolate egg with a toy - the sample failed the safety requirements
Some of the above mentioned noncompliant toys are still under investigation. With regard to the severity of the deficiencies it can be assumed that the products will also be announced to the contact point of the MIT and filed in the RAPEX system. 
Taken actions
· Fines in the total amount of 312,000 CZK were imposed on the spot in 120 cases
· Launch of administrative proceedings was suggested in 49 cases 

· Removal of detected deficiencies was ordered in 31 cases 
· Ban of sale was imposed on 614 pieces of products amounting to 12,758 CZK
-
6 products were taken to safety assessment – 4 of them failed 

Conclusion
The results of the control action proved numerous deficiencies regarding the fulfilment of obligations of manufacturers, importers and distributors as provided by the legal regulations. The results have shown that these entities don’t pay sufficient attention to the obligatory marking of products and safety information, they offer products without the marking of conformity or they provide information to consumers only in foreign languages. 
The actions taken by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority including repeated inspections of toys associated with food products should contribute to increased safety of the respective product assortment. With regard to the frequency and character of the findings, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will keep monitoring and inspecting the assortment of toys attached to food in 2013. 
Warnings against dangerous and noncompliant products including warnings against safety risks are continuously published on the website of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority and in the media. 

We recommend consumers to carefully consider whether a toy associated with food is suitable for their children with regard to the size and design of the product and whether their children might get hurt when playing with such toy.
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