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	PRESS RELEASE


Sellers of decorative wallpapers failed within the inspections
(Results of the inspection of wallpaper products)
(Prague, January 28, 2013) When inspecting the assortment of decorative wallpapers, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused on 74 distributors and found breaches of obligations as provided by the applicable legal regulations in 39 cases, i.e. more than a half of the inspected subjects. Breaches of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products were detected in 21 distributors given that the wallpapers placed on the market after January 1, 2011, were not marked with the CE marking or the distributors failed to hold the complete information about the CE marking within the commercial documentation. In the other 18 cases, the Act on Consumer Protection and the Act on the CTIA were breached. Consumers should not choose decorative wallpapers not only according their style or price, but they should also check their marking and require information about their characteristics and the way of use. 

All inspectorates of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority participated in the control of decorative wallpapers which was held from February to October 2012. The findings were subsequently investigated by the inspectors of the Technical Control Department of the CTIA at manufacturers or importers.
The aim of the control was to check whether all the obligations as provided by the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (Act No. 22/1997 Coll.) are fulfilled and the appropriate Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll. that lays down technical requirements for construction products bearing the CE marking.
Wallpapers must be obligatorily marked with the CE marking of conformity. The marking must be placed on the packaging or in the commercial documentation of the wallpaper product (e.g. in the delivery note). According to the harmonized standard (ČSN EN 15102), a wallpaper product can be marked with a minimal piece of information about the CE marking (abbreviated label) and with other pieces of information in commercial documentation or complete information about the CE marking ((complete label).The wallpapers manufactured after January 1, 2011, must contain the CE marking and the distributor must hold the complete information about the CE marking. 
The inspectors checked above all the CE marking (label) and in case that there was only the minimal piece of information they also checked the commercial documentation in which the complete information about the CE marking shall be contained. In case that the complete information about the CE marking was not available at the time of the inspection, the inspectors imposed removal of the detected deficiencies to the controlled person in the period of 10 days. 
The inspection was also focused on operating instructions which are required in cases when pictograms are not used on the product in compliance with the standard EN 235. The inspectors checked their compliance with section 11 par. 2 of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. 
The standard 235 indicates graphic symbols for description of wallpapers’ characteristics; water resistance, washability, colour stability when exposed to light, deposition of samples, elaboration, procedure of removal. These pieces of information don’t have to be stated in written by words any more. 
Besides other pieces of consumer information, the information about the type of adhesive recommended by the manufacturer to fix the wallpaper shall be included in the operating instructions. The information must also be indicated on the product label in case of declaration of the product’s reaction to the F-class fire (Note: The marking of reaction to the F-class fire must be indicated on every wallpaper product for which there are no behaviour requirements – the product is not regulated by the fire regulations and its reaction to the fire was not tested.). 
In case that a product placed on the market after January 1, 2011, doesn’t bear the CE marking or that the CE marking within the declared class of fire doesn’t include any conditions for gluing, the distributor is obliged to prevent the distribution of such products that obviously don’t meet the legal requirements (the product does not comply with the requirements for placing construction products on the market in the sense of section 3 par. 2 letter b) of the Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll.). 
In case that there was a reasonable suspicion that a wallpaper product fails the stipulated technical requirements, the inspectors could ban placing of the product on the market or the product’s distribution for the time period which was necessary for the execution of the inspection. The distributor shall not be punished by the authority for incorrect content of the CE marking (label) in case that he could not influence the information or to assess its accuracy. 
Detected deficiencies
In the frame of the control action, 74 distributors were checked in the retail network. Breaches of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. were found in 21 distributors. 15 breaches related to section 13 par. 9 because the respective wallpaper products placed on the market after January 1, 2011 did not bear the CE marking. In 6 cases, the complete information about the CE marking was missing (in case of the minimum CE marking information).
Conclusion
The assortment of wallpaper products was checked at 74 distributors. In 39 cases, breaches of the obligations as provided by the applicable legal regulations were checked and breaches of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products were detected in 21 cases. Wallpapers placed on the market after January 1, 2011, did not bear the CE marking or the distributor didn’t have the complete information about the CE marking at disposal in the commercial documentation. Other findings concerned breaches of information obligations as provided by the Act on Consumer Protection or the Act on the CTIA.
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority recommends consumers to choose decorative wallpapers not only according to their design or price, but to check the CE marking and require information about the products’ characteristics and the way of use. In the opposite case users expose themselves to the risk of buying a wallpaper product which fails the stipulated technical requirements and which may be unsafe. 
With regard to the frequent breaches of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue in this surveillance action until June 30, 2013.
Attachment: Overview of the results of the control focused on wallpaper products
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