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	PRESS RELEASE


Unfair traders also in procurement centres
(Final Report of 2012)

(Prague, February 27, 2013) Have you prepared metal waste to sell in a procurement centre of secondary raw materials? Then you should pay attention to the following report which summarizes the results of the inspections of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority at operators of procurement centres. The inspections have proven that almost one third of the checked subjects breached the legal regulations. The procurement centres are not equipped with tested (ověřený) measuring tools (scales) and thus the procured materials are weighed /váženy) wrongly and consumers are cheated by incorrect billing and are not provided any receipts about the provided service. Some procurement centres also breached the Act on Wastes and other legal regulations when buying publically beneficial equipment or their parts, e.g. manhole covers, street lights, traffic signs and so forth, and failed to evidence the involved persons. 
During 2012, in the frame of the inspection of secondary raw materials procurement 332 controls focused on the activities of the centres procuring secondary raw materials from consumers were carried out. All inspectorates participated in this action. Breaches of generally binding legal regulations in the surveillance competence of the CTIA were detected in 105 cases, i.e. 31.6%. 
	Results of the controls in 2012

	Inspectorate
	Number of controls
	With findings
	Findings in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	62
	16
	25.8%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	37
	16
	43.2%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	71
	17
	23.9%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	67
	29
	43.3%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	33
	5
	15.2%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	23
	6
	26.1%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	39
	16
	41.0%

	Total
	332
	105
	31.6%


Inspection findings 

During the inspections, the CTIA officers most frequently found breaches of the Act on CTIA when the checked sellers used uncertified measuring tools/scales – in 37 cases. Other breaches related to the Act on Consumer Protection were as follows: the officers detected the breaches of fairness of sale when buying waste in 47 cases. The inspected subjects breached the obligation to inform about the prices of the procured raw materials in 23 cases. The receipt of purchase was not provided on the grounds of consumers’ demand in 10 procurement centres. 
In 6 cases, breaches of the obligations stemming from the Act on Wastes were detected. These findings were forwarded to the Czech Environmental Inspectorate who shall take further actions. Among others, the inspections were also focused on the phenomenon of potential criminal activities – above all the evidence of procurement of certain raw materials can help search for thieves. This was the reason why some inspections were carried out in cooperation with the Police of the Czech Republic, the Czech Environmental Inspectorate or the trade licensing offices. 
Actions and sanctions 

During the annual inspection action, the officers imposed bans on use of 59 uncertified measuring tools until remedy is made in compliance with the section 7 par. 1 letter b) of the Act No. 64/1964 on the CTIA. 
The detected breaches of the obligations stipulated in the Act No. 185/2001 Coll. on Wastes (6 cases) were forwarded to the Czech Environmental Inspectorate who shall take further actions.
On the grounds of the detected deficiencies, the individual CTIA inspectorates imposed totally 104 fines amounting to 364,000 CZK. 

Conclusion
The inspection action was carried out in cooperation with other state administration authorities. 55 controls were carried out in cooperation with the Czech Environmental Inspectorate and 50 controls in cooperation with trade licensing offices. The CTIA cooperated with the Police of the Czech Republic in 14 cases and with other state administration authorities in 3 cases. 
The cooperation of surveillance authorities helps detect unlawful conduct which is very difficult to detect or prove by a single authority on its own. The inspections were also focused on the phenomenon connected with crime. This relates to the evidence of the procurement of certain raw materials which can effectively help search for the thieves of publicly beneficial devices or their parts. 
With regard to the number and the seriousness of the findings, the inspections of the operators of procurement centres are also scheduled for 2013.
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