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	PRESS RELEASE


Cigarette sellers breach law by selling single cigarettes
(Final report of 2012)
(Prague, April 3, 2013) The inspections of offering, selling and stocking of tobacco products saw bad results for the inspected subjects. During 2012, the CTIA officers checked totally 2,671 spots of sale and found breaches of one or more obligations in 677 cases (25.4%). “640 fines amounting to more than 2 million CZK were imposed as a result of these breaches. The remaining administrative proceedings have not finished or the decisions on fines have not come into force, yet,” said the Director General of the CTIA Vladimír Velčovský and added: “According to our officers’ findings, besides the Act on Consumer Protection the Act on Excise Duties was breached most frequently as vendors sold single cigarettes from an open pack. With regard to the frequent breaches, the inspections have continued this year as well.” 
In 2012, all inspectorates of the CTIA carried out totally 2,671 controls focused on offering, selling and stocking tobacco products and found breaches of generally binding legal regulations in 677 cases (i.e. 25.4%). 
The number of the exercised inspections and inspections in which one or more breaches of law were detected are shown in the below chart. 
	Controls

	Inspectorate
	Number of controls
	Detected breaches
	Breaches in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	465
	128
	27.5%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	152
	65
	42.8%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	328
	107
	32.6%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	522
	168
	32.2%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	584
	78
	13.4%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	35
	2
	5.7%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	585
	129
	22.1%

	Total
	2,671
	677
	25.4%


Taken actions and imposed sanctions
On the grounds of the detected deficiencies, the directors of the individual inspectorates lawfully imposed 640 fines totally amounting to 2,064,000 CZK in 2012.
The officers imposed bans on sale of 1,195 pieces of products totally amounting to 168,233 CZK and banned the use of 172 pieces of uncertified measuring tools due to the breaches of obligations as provided by special legal regulations. 
Detected breaches
Breaches of the Act on Excise Duties No. 353/2003 Coll. were detected in totally 82 cases. In 5 cases, the price of the purchase of control was billed in contradiction with the price stated on the tobacco sticker. In 76 cases, selling single cigarettes from an open unit pack was detected and in one case, a defect was found in a tobacco sticker product marking. 
The Act on Consumer Protection was the most frequently breached legal regulation within the control action. Failures to comply with the obligations stipulated in this piece of legislation were detected in 616 inspections. The findings were as follows:
· Breaches of the fairness of sale in 218 cases
· Failure to inform the consumer about the price in 208 cases
· Failure to give a bill of purchase despite the consumer asked for it – in 77 cases 

Breaches of the Act on Czech Trade Inspection Authority were detected in other 144 cases relating especially to the use of uncertified measuring tools.

Conclusion
Extraordinary attention was paid to the selling and marking of tobacco products in 2012. The comparison with the results of a similar control action of 2011 has indicated that the breaches of the Act No. 353/2003 Coll. on Excise Duties stemmed most frequently from the sale of single cigarettes from an open pack. With regard to the frequency of the findings within the inspections of offering and selling tobacco products and the breaches of other legal regulations, this control action is a part of the CTIA schedule for 2013 when a legislative amendment is expected. 
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