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	PRESS RELEASE


Poor quality motor petrol and motor oil in March
(Monitoring of fuel quality – March 2013)
(Prague, March 11, 2013) The first months of the year saw very few poor quality fuel samples, but the results of March have been a bad news for consumers. Ten of 223 taken samples failed the quality requirements of the appropriate technical standards. “The laboratory analysis showed deviations from the quality standards in 3 motor petrol samples, 5 motor oil samples and 2 blended fuel samples, including three very serious deviations,” said Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. “I want to meet the representatives of the professional associations of fuels distributors and talk with them about the deficiencies relating to the quality of motor fuels detected within our inspections. I want to know their views on the current situation in the market and amendment of the Act on Fuels which is currently being prepared.” 

The quality of fuels in the Czech retail market is continuously monitored in compliance with the Act on Fuels and the appropriate implementing regulations (according to the Act No. 311/2006 Coll. and the Decree No. 133/2010 Coll.) 

In March, 223 samples of motor petrol, motor oil, blended fuel, bio fuel, LPG, CNG, and Ethanol E85 were taken at filling stations on the territory of the Czech Republic. Totally 10 samples, i.e. 4.5%, failed the quality requirements of the appropriate technical standards. Defects were detected in the checked samples of motor petrol, motor oil and blended fuel.
	Noncompliant samples in %

	Period of 2013
	Motor petrol
	Motor oil
	Blended fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol* E85
	Total

	January
	0.0
	1.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	0.6

	February
	3.0
	3.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	2.4

	March
	4.1
	5.0
	20.0
	0.0
	0,0
	0,0
	0.0
	4.5


* Available only in limited amounts within the retail network 
	Noncompliant samples in figures

	Period of 2013
	Motor petrol
	Motor oil
	Blended fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol* E85
	Total

	January
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not taken
	1

	February
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not taken
	5

	March
	3
	5
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10


* Available only in limited amounts within the retail network 

Motor petrol
In March, 74 motor petrol samples were taken. Three samples failed the quality standards’ requirements. Each of them failed the parameter end of distillation. One sample was with lower research octane number and the other two with lower motor octane number. The other 71 motor petrol samples met the technical standards requirements. 
Motor oil
100 motor oil samples were taken and checked in March. Five of them failed the requirements of the appropriate quality standard. Deviation from flash point was detected in three samples. In one case, the sample failed the parameter 95% (V/V) distillates at temperature which was below the limit stipulated in the technical standard. One sample failed the parameter distilled content at 350°C and in one sample the limit of vapour content was exceeded by 3.7 mg/kg. The remaining samples met all the requirements as provided by the appropriate technical standard. 
Blended fuel
Totally 10 samples of blended fuel were taken in the monitored period. Two of them failed the appropriate technical standards’ requirements. In 1 sample, deviation from flash point was detected and another sample failed the quality parameter FAME content which was below the technical standard’s requirement by 1.8% V/V. No defects were found in the other 8 samples. 
The results according to the individual fuel types, including the detected nonconforming criteria, are displayed in the attachment. 
Bio ingredients in fuels
In March, the content of methyl ester fatty acids was checked in all the taken motor oil samples and ethanol content was checked in all motor petrol samples. The laboratory analysis didn’t show any exceeding of the upper acceptable limit of bio ingredients content in any sample. 
Mobile laboratory
In March, the mobile laboratory and the field employees of the company SGS Czech Republic, s.r.o. were used in the frame of operational inspections. One of the two taken motor oil samples checked by the mobile laboratory failed the quality parameters of the appropriate technical standard. On the grounds of the finding, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority took immediate action on the spot and immediately banned selling of the poor quality fuel until remedy. 
The aim of these inspections is to accelerate the investigations of consumers’ suggestions in which there is a high risk that poor quality fuels are sold and that there are serious breaches of quality.
Conclusion
March saw worse quality of the taken motor fuel samples than February (the quality worsened from 2.4% in February to 4.5% in March). The laboratory analysis of the taken samples showed deviations from the quality standards in 3 motor petrol samples, 5 motor oil samples and 2 blended fuel samples. The other checked motor fuels (FAME, LPG, CNG, and E 85) met the requirements of the appropriate technical standards. 
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