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	PRESS RELEASE


Contract on fuel analysis signed with SGS
(Prague, May 3, 2013) The Director General of the CTIA Vladimír Velčovský signed a contract with Jan Chocholatý, the secretary of the company SGS Czech Republic, s.r.o. The contract concluded for the period of four years regulates the rights and obligations of the contract parties when ensuring continuous laboratory examinations and analysis of taken fuel samples. “The CTIA has been involved in monitoring the market with fuels and the inspection of the fuels quality during the recent 12 years and its continual attention has resulted in the gradual reduction of the amounts of poor quality fuels at filling stations,” Vladimír Velčovský said. 
In the contract, the company SGS Czech Republic, s.r.o. has engaged itself to carry out impartial laboratory examinations and analysis of samples of fuels as defined both in the Act on Fuels and in the decree on the quality and evidence of fuels that impose the obligation of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority to monitor and check the quality of motor fuels in the market (Act. No. 311/2006 Coll., decree No. 133/2010, and the appropriate technical standards). 
The company will elaborate test protocols and reports, including the evaluation of the fuel analysis results in compliance with the decree on the quality and evidence of fuels and the appropriate technical standards with the use of ČSN EN ISO 4259. The contract also regulates the way, form and time limits for the delivery of the fuel analysis reports as well as the services of the mobile laboratory. 
Besides the analysis of the samples taken by the CTIA officers, the company SGS Czech Republic, s.r.o. will provide collection points in Prague and Brno and ensure subsequent transport of fuels from these points to the company’s laboratories. The company has also taken the responsibility for stocking the fuel samples and liquidation of the unconsumed noncompliant fuel samples in compliance with the applicable legal regulations. 
On the grounds of the signed contract, the company SGS Czech Republic, s.r.o., will also provide professional advisory and consultation services in the field of fuels to the Czech Trade Inspection Authority and it will cooperate on the evaluation of the annual results according to the requirements of the Ministry of Industry and Trade. 
„We want to strongly enforce the compliance with all the legally stipulated rules at sellers, distributors and producers of fuels. The contract between the Czech Trade Inspection Authority and the accredited company shall guarantee high expertise as well as necessary impartiality and objectivity of the analysis and manipulation with the taken fuel samples. In addition, by having concluded the contract the inspection authority will save financial resources which shall be used for increasing the number of controls and higher pressure on unfair producers and vendors,” the Minister of Industry and Trade Martin Kuba said in the consequence with the conclusion of the above mentioned contract. 
The both sides agreed on the total amount of 120 million CZK incl. VAT for the services necessary for ensuring the taking, transport and analysis of fuel samples within the period of 4 years. The contract shall bring budgetary savings by ca. 15 million per year, i.e. 60 million CZK in total. “I consider the reached agreement with the company SGS a success with regard to the makeshift of the recent two years,” Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority said. 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority has monitored the quality of fuels at filling stations on the whole territory of the Czech Republic already since the second half of 2001. The amendment of the Act on Fuels was an important milestone as it allowed the Czech Trade Inspection Authority to publish the decisions on fines imposed to concrete subjects that are responsible for selling poor quality fuels. Increasing of the numbers of examined samples and changes of the established schemes, including operational use of a mobile laboratory, also helped improve the discipline of the distributors of fuels. 
In 2012, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority took and analysed 3,172 fuel samples of which 98 failed the requirements of the quality standards. The corresponding rate of the findings was 3.1% which was the lowest rate in comparison with all the years since the second semester of 2001. Totally 687 consumers submitted a suggestion to control due to a suspicion that poor quality fuel was sold at a filling station. The subsequent samplings showed violations of quality in 37 samples, i.e. ca. 5% of the submitted suggestions. 56 fuel samples were checked with the use of a mobile laboratory. Bans on sale of poor quality fools were imposed in 21 cases and namely concerned 73,280 litres of fuels amounting to ca. 2.59 million CZK.
In 2012, the motor fuels distributors that operate filling stations were imposed 93 fines amounting to 23,264,000 CZK. 
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