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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA: Safety of children playgrounds
(Final report of 2012)

(Prague, May 16, 2013) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority supervises the safety of play elements and landing surfaces, especially those that were newly put into operation. “The major goal of the surveillance is to minimize the hazard of accidents that could lead to injuries of the smallest users or even fatal consequences,” the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority Vladimír Velčovský explained. “Last year, totally 424 play elements at 105 operators, 12 manufacturers and 1 importer of children playgrounds were checked. I appreciate that the operators removed most of the detected defects immediately. We saw very good results of our inspection and preventive actions especially at municipality authorities and kindergartens. Therefore we will continue in them,” Vladimír Velčovský added. 
During the controls focused on children playgrounds, their equipment and play elements, 105 inspections were held at the operators. Especially play elements and safety of landing surfaces were the objects to control. All inspectorates of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority participated in the inspections together with the Technical Control Department of the Středočeský and Prague Inspectorate of the CTIA. 
The officers were checking whether the operation of these products could endanger the health or safety of users with regard to potential unsuitable mechanical and physical characteristics of play elements, their bad construction, insufficient or incorrect warnings and other information necessary for the fulfilment of the elementary safety requirements in compliance with the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (Act No. 22/1997 Coll.) and other appropriate regulations and standards. 
The character of the detected defects
-
Operational, e.g. cracked slides, damaged parts of play elements, insufficient landing surface
-
Assembly – wrong installation of play elements that are not anchored in compliance with the certificate; use of play elements that are not certified for public use (but are certified as toys for private use – EN 71).

-
Organisational – operators don’t carry out controls in compliance with the article 6.1.4 of the standard ČSN EN 1176-1, i.e. common visual, operational and major annual controls carried out by an independent person; operating rules of the playgrounds are not available etc.
In cases in which it was not possible to remove the defect immediately, the operators were imposed the following measures: 

-
Ban on use of the noncompliant play elements until the deficiencies are removed 

-
Measure to remedy the detected deficiencies 

During 2012, totally 105 controls of playground operators were carried out. The inspection of the provided technical documentation was carried out in 84 cases. The officers checked totally 424 types of playground equipment, such as carousels, climbing frames, slides, rocking equipment, swings, climbing sets, play sets, houses, train, rope pyramid, towers with slides, rope bridge and so forth, and found deficiencies in 60 types (models) of the above mentioned play elements.
Most frequent deficiencies:

· Incomplete accompanying documentation 

· Failure to assess the conformity of the product with the technical regulations 

· Failure to issue the declaration of conformity
· Incomplete marking, i.e. insufficient identification of the equipment/play element 

· Sharp edges and tips of individual play elements
· Access areas to elements and sets with the hazard of fall from the height of more than 40 cm 

· Insufficient or noncomplying coating of landing area surfaces
-
Noncompliant distances among seats and so forth
Instructions for assembly of the play elements also were the objects to control as well as the abidance with the general safety requirements for the equipment and surfaces of public children playgrounds. 
Taken actions
· 12 on-the-spot  fines amounting to 27.000 CZK were imposed
· In 32 cases, measures to removal of the detected deficiencies were issued 

· In 9 cases, bans on the use of 18 play elements were imposed until remedy is made
Conclusion
The primary goal of the surveillance activities of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority is to reduce the hazard of accidents at children playgrounds that could lead to injuries and permanent or fatal consequences and also to prevent potential serious consequences of occasional accidents that are an inevitable part of children’s competitiveness, efforts to improve physical abilities and satisfy other social and intellectual needs. Besides the above mentioned deficiencies, the controls and surveillance executed by the CTIA showed further improvements of cooperation with the operators of children playgrounds and other spare time facilities. All the involved subjects are well aware of the potential consequences of injuries at children playgrounds’ equipment, i.e. play elements (carousels, slides, climbing frames, swings and so forth), because they removed most of the deficiencies detected by the officers right on the spot. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority considers this as a very positive result of its preventive activities. 
In order to increase the effectiveness of the executed surveillance and to reduce the deficiencies, the CTIA will consider potential presence of an accredited person within the controls and will search for other possibilities of closer cooperation with professionals from the involved subjects in order to reach a higher rate of safety and further reduction of hazards for the users of children playgrounds. 
The safety requirements for the selected parts of playgrounds are regulated by the appropriate standard (ČSN EN 1176) that includes the equipment of children playgrounds for all children and also covers the needs for supervision over small children as well as over playing of less skilful or less capable children.

The objective of the above mentioned standard is to set a sufficient grade of safety for the use of the children playground equipment and at the same time to support the activities and characteristics that help children gain experience and develop abilities necessary to manage various situations away from the children playground as well. 
ČSN EN 1176 relates to the children playground equipment intended for individual or collective children use. It however does not relate to the “children playgrounds full of adventure”. It also relates to the equipment and its parts installed as the equipment of the children playground even though not manufactured with such purpose. But it does not relate to the objects defined as toys within the standard EN 71 and the Safety of Toys Directive.
The other following parts of the standard ČSN EN 1176 stipulate the specific safety requirements and test methods:

Part 2 – for swings
Part 3 – for slides
Part 4 – for cableways
Part 5 – for carousels
Part 6 – for rocking equipment
Part 10 – for fully enclosed play equipment
Part 11 – for spatial networks
Other standards are used - ČSN EN 1177:2008; Impact Absorbing Surfacing – Determination of Critical Fall Height, and the standard ČSN EN 14960 that lays down the safety requirements for inflatable play equipment. 
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