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	PRESS RELEASE


Half of checked toy sellers breached law
(Partial report of first quarter of 2013)

(Prague, May 28, 2013) The Czech market with toys belongs among the fields annually monitored by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. The main reason for the continuous surveillance is the fact that children as the main users of toys are not able to protect themselves against risky products that fail various safety conditions. “There is no place for dangerous toys in the market,” the Director General of the CTIA Vladimír Velčovský said. “Children’s Injuries occurred within games with toys belong among the saddest, so we try to prevent them through our activities. The results of the first quarter of 2013 have proven that the consistent controls of the market with toys are worth: breaches of some of the obligations stipulated in the appropriate legal regulations were proven in half of the 308 executed controls.” 

The surveillance by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority is permanently focused on compliance with the requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products specified in the Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Toys and a number of standard (ČSN EN 71 and ČSN EN 62115 that lay down the individual technical and safety requirements for toys). 
The officers’ task was to check whether vendors in the Czech market sell toys that could endanger the health or safety of users with regard to unsuitable mechanical or physical characteristics caused by bad construction of the toys, incorrect warnings and other missing information relating to the safety requirements. In the first quarter of 2013, the individual inspectorates of the CTIA participated in totally 308 controls of toys. In 155 cases, breaches of the applicable legal regulations were detected, i.e. 50.3%. The controls were carried out at 302 distributors, 5 importers and 1 manufacturer.
	Results of the controls

	Inspectorate
	Number of controls
	Controls with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	48
	23
	47.9%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	15
	3
	20.0%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	65
	36
	55.4%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	75
	37
	49.3%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	36
	23
	63.9%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	39
	11
	28.2%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	30
	22
	73.3%

	Total
	308
	155
	50.3%


Consumers’ suggestions were also investigated within the checks. Besides the settlement of claims, they were announcing dangerous, too loud or bad smelling toys, missing instructions for use and other deficiencies. The CTIA accepted 81 notifications, including 22 legitimate complaints. 
The obligatory marking and safety information were checked in individual toy types in the frame of their documentation. The control at importers and the manufacturer focused on the EC declaration of conformity and the data for its issue. 
Detected breaches
Deficiencies in the marking of products with the CE mark of conformity were detected in 16 cases. The following other deficiencies relating to the obligatory marking of toys were detected in 135 cases:
· Toys failed to comply with the requirements of the harmonised standard ČSN EN 71-1

· Obligatory information for consumers and warnings were missing
· Information for consumers and obligatory marking was provided only in a foreign language

· Information about the manufacturer, importer or distributor was not provided on the product
· Products were not marked with the information about the suitable user age
Breach of the obligation to accompany assembly toys with assembly instructions was not detected in the checked products. 
Results of the controls of the toy samples 
Within the ordinary controls of the Czech market, the CTIA officers selected and subsequently sampled totally 8 types of toys for further assessments because of the suspicion that these products failed the safety requirements. We speak about the following products: Elephant – air fountain; Flute plastic 43014; Martian with lighting fingers; Textile Doll; Puzzle – wooden elephant; Children Phone 1010; Rollocycle Lena and a rattle-pin.
The subsequent safety assessments of products proved that the plastic flute, textile doll and the puzzle failed the requirements of the Government Order on Technical Requirements for Toys because they contained small parts posing the hazard of swallowing. The children phone failed the limit level of acoustic pressure. Tests of three products (namely Martians, rollocycle and rattle) have not ended and the results have not been available, yet. The product Elephant – air fountain met the safety requirements. 
After all the data had been elaborated, the product called “Flute plastic 43014” was provided to the contact point of the Ministry of Industry and Trade that will notify it into the RAPEX system. With regard to the seriousness of the detected deficiencies, the data together with the results of the safety assessment of other three toys (textile doll, puzzle - wooden elephant and the children phone) will be notified to the contact point after the investigation is finished. 
Taken actions
· Ban on the sale of 2,562 pieces of toys amounting to 219,199 CZK was imposed in 32 cases 
· 60 on-the-spot fines amounting to 91,000 CZK were imposed 
· Administrative proceedings have been or will be launched with 68 controlled subjects 

· Measure to remove the detected deficiencies was issued in 27 cases
Conclusion
The goal of the control activities is primarily the surveillance over the safety and assessment of the characteristics of toys with the aim to minimize the risks in products of the above mentioned assortment as well as to prevent potential accidents that could cause immediate health injury or serious health consequences in children. 
The results of the control action showed the deficiencies in abidance with the obligations stipulated especially to manufacturers, importers and distributors in the legal regulations. The actions taken by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority and the repeated controls should contribute to the improvement of the current state. 
Toys are intended for the target group of easily vulnerable users and therefore the controls of the respective assortment will continue in the same extent. 
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