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	PRESS RELEASE


Switch-mode power supplies for notebooks did not comply with EMC requirements 
(Report from inspections within the ADCO EMC campaign on behalf of the Czech Republic)

(Prague, July 4, 2013) Within the international ADCO EMC campaign, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority participated in inspections of switch-mode power supplies for notebooks in terms of their safety and electromagnetic compatibility. “Inspectors from the CTIA’s Technical Control Department inspected these electric devices at 9 subjects that supply them to the market as spare parts. There were 2 unsatisfactory products out of 5 products taken for laboratory examination. Respective arrangements were made in both cases. The Czech importer of the unsatisfactory power supply will face an administrative procedure on the grounds of violation of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products, the other case will be resolved by the surveillance authority in Netherlands, owing to the residence of the importer for the EU,” commented Vladimír Velčovský, Director General of the CTIA, on the results of the inspection project.     

The nation-wide inspection project “Switch-mode power supplies for notebooks – ADCO EMC campaign” took place according to the plan of inspections in the period of November 11, 2012, to March 29, 2013. In this period, expert workers (inspectors – specialists from the Technical Control Department within CTIA - Středočeský and Prague Inspectorate) performed in total 9 inspections, of which 7 occurred at distributors and 2 at importers. Through this surveillance project, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority participated in the European project concerning the control of switch-mode power supplies for notebooks and other similar devices that are supplied to the market as spare parts.     

The surveillance was focused on the compliance with requirements of Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, and with the respective government order (government order No. 616/2006 Coll. which stipulates technical requirements for products in terms of their electromagnetic compatibility).   

Switch-mode power supplies for notebooks and other similar devices are electric devices in accordance with the regulation of section 1 of the government order No. 17/2003 Coll. which stipulates technical requirements for low voltage electric devices. They are subject to requirements concerning electromagnetic compatibility in accordance with the regulation of section 1 of the government order No. 616/2006 Coll. on technical requirements for products in terms of their electromagnetic compatibility (Directive 2004/108/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of December 15, 2004) and they are stipulated products according to the section 12 paragraph 1 of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products.      

During the inspections at the 7 distributors, products were presented together with documents on their acquisition. Written instructions for use in the Czech language, containing safety warnings and copies of EC declaration of conformity, were submitted for all inspected products. 

Written EC declaration of conformity, documentation including instructions for use in the Czech language, as well as technical documentation for conformity assessment was also submitted during the other two inspections at importers. Conformity assessments were processed in accordance with requirements of respective legal and technical regulations for products in terms of their electromagnetic compatibility. 

No inadequacies in labelling of products were discovered during inspections of accompanying and technical documentation and all inspected products had the obligatory CE conformity mark. Instructions for use and the labelling of products were sufficient for the power supplies to be used safely.       

Collection of control samples of products 

According to the project assignment, CTIA inspectors collected five samples of products which were sent for tests in a German laboratory. The German party performed partial testing for free based on the consensus concerning the tests selection by the ADCO EMC workgroup. The CTIA as a participant of the project covered the costs of transportation.  

Collected sample products were put through the following tests:

- Harmonic current emissions injected into the public supply system that are produced by the tested equipment (according to technical standard EN 61000-3-2:2006 + Al:2009 + A2:2009)

- Limits for conducted disturbance at mains terminals (according to technical standard EN 55022:2010)

- Limits for radiated disturbance (according to technical standard EN 55022:2010).

Evidence of deficiency only concerned harmonic current emissions injected into the public supply system that are produced by the tested equipment, according to technical standard EN 61000-3-2:2006 + Al:2009 + A2:2009. 

Results of tests of samples of universal power adapters
- Universal power adapter „i-tec® Universal Slim Laptop Adapter Advance 90 W, ULPASLIM, EAN 8594047319796. The product failed in terms of  harmonic current emissions injected into the public supply system that are produced by the tested equipment, according to technical standard EN 61000-3-2:2006 + Al:2009 + A2:2009. The inspected person placed the product on the market with the CE conformity mark, even though it did not fulfil the respective technical requirements that apply to it.

- Adapter for notebooks type BXL-NBT-HP04, EAN 5412810149490. The product failed in terms of  harmonic current emissions injected into the public supply system that are produced by the tested equipment, according to technical standard EN 61000-3-2:2006 + Al:2009 + A2:2009. 

- Universal power adapter UNIVERSAL AC ADAPTER, notebook power DC 12-24V, model: LD 9045 (on packaging), model: LD90/100 LCD (on product label). The product was not tested because of an alleged electric defect of the sample sent into the testing laboratory. 
Products – power supply unit TRUST 90W notebook power adapter – black, order code: JS263g, type: 17566 and stabilized network feeder 15-16-18-19-20/6 A, 22 V - 24/5 A, 120 W, model MW 2103GS – complied with the basic technical requirements.  
As for two other distributors, samples of switch-mode power supplies could not be taken for laboratory examination because of their insufficient number. 

Measures imposed within the inspection project  

In the case of the unsatisfactory product - adapter for notebooks type BXL-NBT-HP04, EAN 5412810149490, test results and other documents were submitted for investigation by respective surveillance authority in Netherlands owing to the residence of the importer for EU.

The importer that put the product with the CE conformity mark (universal power adapter „i-tec® Universal Slim Laptop Adapter Advance 90 W, ULPASLIM, EAN 8594047319796") on the Czech market, even though it did not comply with the respective technical requirements, will face an administrative procedure concerning an imposition of a fine. With this action, the inspected person breached the Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products. 
Results of the inspection project
	Time of the inspection project
	November 9, 2012 – March 29, 2013

	Total number of inspections within the inspection project 
	9

	Inspection of submitted documentation 
	13

	Inspection of particular product (specification)
	13

	Total number of independent inspections performed by CTIA 
	9

	Inspections at distributors
	7

	Inspection at importer for EU 
	2

	Total number of inspected types within the inspection project
	13

	Total number of collected product samples within the inspection project 
	5

	Number of unsatisfactory products
	2

	Statistics of non-conformity – number 
	2

	Non-conformity with technical specification (laboratory verification of safety)
	2

	Number of administrative procedures (according to section 19a par. 3 letter a) of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll.
	1


Conclusion
A final report from the inspection project has not yet been processed on the European level. It will be presented at the ADCO – EMC workgroup meeting in Irish Dublin in October and subsequently also published on the CTIA webpage. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority as a participant in this international project performed inspections at 7 distributors and 2 importers. Out of 5 collected samples, 2 types of switch-mode power supplies did not comply with the stipulated technical requirements. The importer of the universal power adapter „i-tec® Universal Slim Laptop Adapter Advance 90 W, ULPASLIM, EAN 8594047319796 will be subject to an administrative procedure. The second case concerned a distributor that could not influence the compliance with technical requirements stipulated for the product - adapter for notebooks, type BXL-NBT-HP04, EAN 5412810149490. After forwarding all documentation, this case has been handled by the respective surveillance authority within EU – through an inspection at the Dutch importer. 
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