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	PRESS RELASE


Be cautious when choosing children’s bike!

(Interim report of the project from April 2 to May 31, 2013) 

(Prague, July 9, 2013) Children’s bikes are intended for the target group of easily vulnerable users which is why the Czech Trade Inspection Authority pays increased attention to inspections of these products. “Parents should do the same when choosing a new bicycle for their child,” Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the CTIA, recommends. “They should make sure that the bike is equipped with two functional brake systems, guarded risky parts, especially in the chain area, and that the bike is solid and stable. It is risky to buy anonymous products without identification of the product and manufacturer or importer as well as without instructions for use and maintenance in Czech. In case that a bike intended for young children is not safe, it can present a risk of serious injury, especially as a result of a fall,” the Director General adds. During two months, CTIA inspectors detected shortcomings in 6 of 117 types of checked children’s bikes. Inspections will continue till the end of July. 
Since April 2, 2013, all inspectorates of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority have participated in the project on inspection of children’s bicycles using rear-wheel drive. The surveillance has been focused on compliance with the requirements of the Act on General Safety of Products (Act No. 102/2001 Coll.), specified in detail in the European standard Bicycles for young children - Safety requirements and test methods (ČSN EN 14765+A1) that stipulates safety and functional requirements and test methods for children’s bicycles with regard to the construction, assembly, and testing of bicycles and their assemblies. 
In the period from April 2 to May 31, 2013, 62 inspections were carried out, including 6 cases in which breaches of applicable legal regulations were detected (i.e. 9.6%). The inspections were carried out at 61 distributors and 1 manufacturer. The inspectors visually checked whether vendors sell children’s bikes that could endanger the health or safety of persons as a result of wrong mechanic and physical characteristics, bad construction of products, insufficient or incorrect warnings. Other information necessary for the fulfilment of elementary safety requirements was also inspected. 

In case that the bicycles intended for young children are not safe, there is a risk of serious injury of head, breast, stomach or arms and legs especially as a result of a fall. Children cyclists often hurt within a game or when riding too fast. Their health is more often at risk because they grow and their motoric abilities develop, but also because they only start to learn how to manage their bike correctly and how to avoid obstacles, pedestrians or other cyclists. 
Inspections of accompanying documentation and labelling
Within accompanying documentation, the inspectors checked mainly labelling, instructions and safety information for consumers related to the particular product types. Shortcomings were detected in 6 cases, namely when the Act on General Safety of Products were breached (article 4 of the Act No. 102/2001 Coll.). 
Detected shortcomings:

· Sale of products without instructions for use and maintenance (4 findings)

· Sale of products without proper information about the products (1 finding)

· Failure to mark the product with information about manufacturer, importer, standard, and frame number (5 findings)

-
Construction defects - (1 finding).

Deficiencies were detected in 6 of 117 checked types of children’s bicycles, including one type in which three defects were detected. 
Inspections of collected samples
Two types of children’s bikes were collected as potentially risky: XIAO LI XING and ENGINE CALYPSO 12“. 
Safety assessment of the children’s bike XIAO LI XING showed construction defects that were not in conformity with the requirements of the Act No. 102/2001 Coll. on General Safety of Products. After all documentation related to the children’s bike XIAO LI XING is elaborated, the product will be notified as dangerous in the RAPEX system. 

Children’s bike ENGINE CALYPSO 12“ is still being assessed.

Measures and sanctions imposed during the control action

· In 3 cases, on-spot fines amounting to 4,000 CZK in total were imposed

· In 1 case, ban on sale of 1 piece of product amounting to 2,190 CZK was imposed
· In 3 cases, suggestions to launch of administrative proceedings were issued
· 3 cases were forwarded to further investigations to appropriate inspectorate
	Overview of the inspection results – 1st phase (2. 4. – 31. 5. 2013) 

	Total number of controls within the control action
	62

	· At distributor
	61

	· At manufacturer
	1

	Total number of inspected types within the control action
	117

	Inspection of provided documentation
	117

	Inspection of particular product (Specification)
	117

	Number of taken samples of products within the control action
	2

	· Number of noncompliant samples
	1

	Number of deficiencies
	11

	Gaps in accompanying documentation
	4

	Labelling deficiencies 
	6

	Difference from appropriate standard (laboratory safety assessment)
	1

	Total number of types (models) with deficiencies
	6

	Overview of subsequent measures

	Number of taken measures
	3

	Measures taken on the spot – in CZK
	4,000 

	Forwarded to further investigations to appropriate inspectorate
	3

	Number of suggestions to launch administrative proceedings
	3

	Number of imposed bans on product sale
	1

	Number of pieces of products concerning ban on sale (distribution) 
	1

	Total price of banned goods in CZK
	2 490 


Conclusion
Results of the first phase of the inspection project proved certain deficiencies concerning fulfilment of obligations of manufacturers, importers, and distributors, namely concerning failure to mark the products with information about manufacturer, importer, appropriate standard or frame number as well as sale of products without instructions for use and maintenance or without proper information about the product. In one case, significant construction defects were detected, thus, the particular product can be considered dangerous. Therefore inspectors will also pay increased attention to inspections of children’s bicycles offered in the Czech market in the second phase of the control action. Children’s bikes will still be monitored because they are intended for easily vulnerable users.
Overview of selected brands and models inspected within the control action:

    

	Arcore 12“
	GTmodel Mach 16“
	Scirocco Champ

	Arcore model Prime

	Hello Kity
	Scirocco Missy

	Arcore model Sonic
	Hotrock Coaster Girl

	Scirocco Queen

	Arcore Prime 12“
	Leander Fox 16“

	Scirocco Racing

	Arcore
model Little Daisy
	Leander Fox 12“
	Scirocco Voltage

	Author Bello 16“
	Marc 4 12“

	Scott model Voltage JR 12“

	Author Jet 12“
	Marc Kelly

	Scott 13 Voltage Jr 16“ 

	Author Orbir
	Max Bike 12“

	Schwinn Tiger 

	Author Stylo 

	Merida Dakar
	Specialized Hot Rock

	Dema 16“
	Olpran Baby 12“
	Spinter Bandit

	Dema Bamby
	Olpran Jasper12“
	Star 16“

	Dema Drobec
	PiDaPi 12“

	Superior Hero16“;12“

	Dema Funny 12“

	Policia , Piranha 12“

	Superior Kids Sky12“

	Engine Calypso 12“

	Ponny12“
	Trek Jet Mystic

	Engine Rocket Trek model Mystic
	Princessa Sweety

	Vector model Surf 12“

	Galaxy


	Race Comet 12“
	Velamos Sweet Boy

	Galaxy Mandy 12“
	Ravo Panda 
	Velamos 12“


	Genesis Grab
	Ravo Svišť
	XIAO LI XING

	Ghost model Powerkid
	Rock Machinc Cosmic

	XIAO Tian Shi


	GT Mach
	Scirocco 12“

	

	GT model Laguna
	Scirocco Herd
	


Consumer advice
· We recommend purchasing children’s bicycles in specialized shops with professional staff. 
· It is worth to visually assess the product and let children try to ride the bikes in question. 

· Besides selection of bike’s height and weight, safety of a child can be increased also by a check of safety elements, namely brakes, chain guards and all risky areas, size and shape of handlebars and so forth. 
· Don’t purchase anonymous products without information about manufacturer and instructions of use and maintenance in Czech language. 

· Keep bills of purchase for potential claims of defects.
Advice to parents of small cyclists
· Proper fit of bicycle helmet or knee and elbow pads is the necessary protection of the child and reduces risk of injury.
· Regular checks and adjustment by professionals is the guaranty of good technical condition of the bike.
· Don’t underestimate on-time and proper guidance to the child on the principles of safe riding on playgrounds and sidewalks and roads.
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