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	PRESS RELEASE


„Martians“ contain dangerous little lamps
(Prague, July 11, 2013) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority assessed safety of illuminating toys called “marťaprsty” (Martian’s fingers) that are included in the packaging of the dietary supplement “Martians with probiotics”. As detected within a professional test, toys attached to the dietary supplement pose risk to children who could swallow or inhale small parts or get injured by their fragments. “Button battery cannot be accessible without the necessity to use an instrument. This requirement was not fulfilled by the manufacturer and it is, thus, very easy for a child to remove the two-part box with batteries. Besides this, the product failed the test of mechanic strength,” the Director General of the CTIA Vladimír Velčovský said. Based on the measure taken by the CTIA, the product was withdrawn from the market and subsequently notified in the RAPEX database. 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority found that in the Czech market a product posing risk especially to children is offered. It is the following product:
Illuminating toys “Marťaprsty “

Toy is included in the packaging of the dietary supplement “Martians with probiotics”. 
Manufacturer: Aser Promotions Limited, Hong Kong
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Hazards
The pull test showed that the retainer ring loosens when only the power of 34.5 N is used, given the respective standard requires 50 N, despite the ring is the only element holding the two halves of the product together. The button batteries are, thus, accessable without the necessity to use any instrument. It is very easy to open the lamp only by hand when the power of a small child is used. The manufacturer failed the requirement stipulated in the technical standard requiring that button cells and batteries of the R1 type shall not be accessible without using and instrument. 
Within the impact hammer test of mechanic strength the product’s plastic box broke and a sharp fragment broke off. Button cells, LED diode, retainer ring, and plastic switch fell off the broken box. The product, thus, failed the requirement that a toy shall not be damaged within the test of mechanic strength. 
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Conclusion
It can be assumed that when the toy is used in a usual way, a situation can occur when a child gets injured, i.e. scratch, cut with a sharp tip, swallow or inhale a button battery cell. This can result in the risk of airway obstruction or injuries of respiratory and digestive tract. We know about two cases when a child very quickly dismantled the respective toy and in one case swallowed easily accessible button cells. 
CTIA banned selling of the “Marťaprsty” product and its distributors subsequently withdrew the toy from the market. After the complete documentation had been elaborated, the product was notified in the system of dangerous products RAPEX.
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