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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspections of playgrounds and their elements
(Partial report of the period from April 2 to June 15, 2013)
(Prague, July 23, 2013) Inspections of playgrounds are carried out from spring to autumn and are especially focused on playgrounds that newly put into operation because safety of play elements must be assessed as stipulated in the Act on Technical Requirements for Products. Attention is also paid to playgrounds that have already been in operation where risk of injury as a result of insufficient care from the operators is very high. In the evaluated period from April 2 to June 15, 2013, in total 79 commercial subjects operating equipment of playgrounds or placing it on the market were checked. “It is sad that not all operators of playgrounds comply with the obligations stipulated in the appropriate legal regulations and do not secure the safety of children or eliminate risk of injury to minimum. Play elements and equipment of playgrounds are intended for easily vulnerable users and, thus, inspections will continue during the following months,” the Director General of the CTIA Vladimír Velčovský said. 
All inspectorates of the CTIA, including the Technical Control Department, participated in the surveillance action in compliance with the Plan of projects for 2013. Inspectors checked whether commercial entities operate products that could endanger the health or safety of persons as a result of unsuitable mechanic and physical characteristics of products, bad construction of products or insufficient or incorrect warnings and other information necessary to fulfil elementary safety requirements. 
In case of equipment of playgrounds, surveillance by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority is focused on fulfilment of requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, specified in detail in the Government Order No. 173/1997 Coll. that specifies selected products for conformity assessment of “Playground equipment” and in the following standards: ČSN EN 1176 “Playground equipment and surfacing - General safety requirements and test methods”, ČSN EN 1177:2008; Impact Absorbing Surfacing – Determination of Critical Fall Height, and the standard ČSN EN 14960 that lays down the safety requirements for inflatable play equipment. The other following parts of the standard ČSN EN 1176 stipulate specific safety requirements and test methods: Part 2 – for swings, Part 3 – for slides, Part 4 – for cableways, Part 5 – for carousels, Part 6 – for rocking equipment, Part 10 – for fully enclosed play equipment, Part 11 – for spatial networks.
During the first phase of the control action, inspectors checked 75 locations where various play elements were operated, three manufacturers and one importer. They carried out in total 79 inspections, including 41 local investigations. They required technical and accompanying documentation concerning the products as well as operating rules, declaration of conformity from manufacturer, certificates of products and instructions for operators. 
Inspection findings and imposed measures
Within the inspection action, in total 337 types of playground equipment were checked (including carousels, climbing frames, slides, rocking equipment, swings, climbing sets, play sets, rope pyramids, towers with slides and rope bridges and so forth). Shortcomings were detected in 48 types (models). Potential discrepancies were checked by professional workers of the Technical Control Department with use of certified set of measuring probes TÜV Rheinland right on the spot. Analysis of risks was elaborated for all noncompliant play elements. 
Detected shortcomings: 
· Incomplete accompanying documentation 

· Play elements without issued declaration of conformity

· Insufficient coating of landing area surfaces and construction defects 

· Operation defects (e.g. broken slides, broken or used parts of play elements)

· Missing marking – equipment identification
Measures taken within the inspection action:

· In 10 cases, measure to remove detected shortcomings was imposed 

· In 6 cases, ban on operation and ban on use of 16 operated play elements was imposed until shortcomings are removed
· In 3 cases, on-spot fine amounting to 3,000 CZK was imposed
· In 2 cases, suggestion to launch administrative proceedings was submitted
	Results of the first phase of the surveillance action Playgrounds
	

	Period of the first phase of the inspection action 
	From 2 April to June 15, 2013

	Total number of inspections
	38
	 

	Number of local investigations 
	41
	 

	Inspections of provided documentation
	52
	 

	Inspections of particular play elements/sets (specification)
	337
	 

	Total number of individual inspections, including CTIA investigations
	79
	 

	Inspection at operator
	75
	 

	Inspection at importer to EU
	1
	 

	Inspection at manufacturer
	3
	 

	Total number of inspected types within the inspection action
	337
	 

	Shortcomings in accompanying documentation
	8
	 

	Shortcomings in product marking (marking, identification, pictograms etc.)
	7
	 

	Shortcomings detected by inspectors on the spot – obvious defects
	17
	 

	Other discrepancies not mentioned above
	16
	 

	Total number of types (models) with shortcomings
	48
	 

	Statistics of subsequent measures
	 
	 

	Number of imposed measures and amount of sanctions
	3
	3,000 CZK

	Measures concerning removal of shortcomings in compliance with the Act on Consumer Protection
	10
	 

	Suggested administrative proceedings (article 19a of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll.)
	2
	 

	Number of playgrounds – banned operation and use
	6
	 

	Number of bans of use of operated play elements 
	16
	 


Evaluation of the first phase of inspections
Playgrounds equipment should provide children with the opportunity to face acceptable risks as a part of development of their physical skills, competitiveness and supervised educational environment. Play equipment should secure balance between children’s curiosity and taste to risk or necessary obligation to protect children from serious risk of injury. 
Besides certain shortcomings, the inspection action also showed the inspected subjects’ will to cooperate. Mainly playgrounds operators realize potential consequences of children’s injuries on play elements and removed some detected defects already during the inspection or immediately after it. 
The inspection activity connected with prevention, explanation of risks and legal consequences stemming from failures to fulfil safety requirements of appropriate standards has fulfilled its purpose mainly at municipality authorities and kindergartens who are the most frequent operators of play elements. With regard to the fact that these products are intended for easily vulnerable users, increased attention will still be paid to their inspections in the following period of the year and the CTIA inspectors will continue in preventive actions. 
Overview of operated playgrounds with detected breaches and identification of inspected products
Bans imposed on operation of playgrounds until defects are removed:

Playground at the filling station, Vojnice – complete documentation on swings and slides; play elements were not marked with identification tags; construction defects 

Playground at the garden of the restaurant U Splavu, Újezd, Olomouc district – unknown manufacturer of slide and swing; health of children at risk 

Playground in Litovelské Pomoraví – manufacturer of swings, rope course and tower with ladder unknown; complete documentation missing; elements unmarked with identification tags; construction defects 

Play set at FIT&GAMES s.r.o., Český Krumlov – no assessment of conformity; dangerous elements 
School playground and playground at Na Zámku in Zruč nad Sázavou – broken boarding platform of slides; risk of injury
Playground at Freisova Bouda – construction defect detected in play set Procházka; the set was not marked with identification tags.
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