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	PRESS RELEASE


Dangerous Christmas light chain can even poison summer

(Prague, August 8, 2013) Despite Christmas are still far before us, Christmas light chains are also sold in the middle of the summer. In Western Bohemia, inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority detected an anonymous product that presents serious risk to consumers. “The light chain CHIC FANTASY 40 SINOS MUSICAIS isn’t marked properly. It is only labelled with the CE mark and information about voltage and current. With regard to defective technical performance of the product and the material used, there is a hazard of injury by electric current,” Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the CTIA said about the inspection results. 
Christmas light chain – „CHIC FANTASY 40 SINOS MUSICAIS“ 

Country of origin: labelling suggests China 

Importer: labelling suggests TRAN MINH HAI Kolín

EAN 6978112960830 

Manufacturer of the Christmas chain with changeable light sources, equipped with electronics for sound effects such as melody playing is unknown. The product is equipped with a cord connected to switchbox of an electronic unit. Volume of the melody played is controlled with a rotary switch of the electronic unit. The product is not marked in any way. It is only labelled with the CE mark and information about voltage and current – 2.5 A; 250 V. 

Among others, the following text is labelled on the packaging: „PROBADO EN LA FABRICA, NOC REGULADOR DE MUSICA, FOCOS DE REPUESTO INCLUIDOS, PARA USO INTERIOR“.  The packaging tag contain the following texts: “CE” (however, the CE doesn’t have the stipulated design of the marking of conformity), „Země původu Čína, Dovozce: TRAN MINH HAI KOLÍN, Nevhodné pro děti, Technické údaje: Viz připevněný štítek!“ (tag with technical information is missing). EAN: 6978112960830, instructions of use in Czech are unreadable.
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Dangers
The cord of the light chain is not properly secured against extraction from clips, fails to have required insulation thickness and cross-section of the conductor. It can be assumed that a user can touch the cord when the conductor is damaged and get injured by electric current. 
The two-pole power cord also is non-compliant with the required model and size. When plugging-in the cord, user can get injured as well. Instructions of use are unreadable due to font size and technical quality of the printing. 
Taken action
The CTIA banned distribution of the Christmas light chain and ordered its withdrawal from the market. The product was notified in the alert system of dangerous products RAPEX.
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