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	PRESS RELEASE


Toy chest can become a dangerous trap
(Prague, August 19, 2013) Expressive designed toy chests serve as deposit toy containers and practical equipment of many children’s rooms. With regard to the fact that especially children use them, these products must meet specific safety requirements. Inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority found several products that are offed in the market, but present a serious risk to children users. “In a catalogue of a mail order store, mobile chests intended for storing toys or cloths are offered, despite a child of preschool age easily fits in them. Within a game, the chest’s cover can close and there is no way for a child potentially trapped inside to get out of it on its own,” Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the CTIA described. “Manufacturer failed the stipulated requirement for easy extrication from closed space without any help from outside. Therefore, ban was imposed on sale of all three types of chests. After complete documentation is elaborated, the products will be notified in the information system Rapex,” Vladimír Velčovský added. 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority found out that a Czech mail order store offered products that presented risk especially to children users. In the respective catalogue for spring and summer of 2013, the company presented these products as Mobile chests suitable for storage of toys, clothing, etc. in children’s rooms. 
We speak about these products:

Truhla Pirát UH Box 

EAN: 8718295031328
Truhla Princezna

EAN: 8711295031328
Truhla Modrá


EAN: 8711295363177
Manufacturer: AM/63 P.O.BOX 37211 1030 AE Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Truhla Pirát




 Truhla Modrá
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Dangers 

Risk assessment showed that when playing, children can be closed inside of the chest by other children – due to its cover’s solid fixation from outside. A child closed inside cannot unlock the outer lock from inside. 
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The potential situation when a child is closed with no chance to get out can result in a nervous shock, or the child’s body can dehydrate or overheat which can result in a shock and in the worst case the child can suffocate as a result of lack of oxygen in the closed space. The child can get out of the chest only with active help of a person from outside which is in contradiction with the binding regulations on safety of toys.
Requirement stipulated by the standard ČSN EN 71-1 Safety of Toys stipulates that in toys that have doors, covers or similar devices it has to be possible to open the door, cover or similar device from inside with the power of maximally 50 N. The requirement concerns all toys creating limited space inside which a child can climb regardless whether the toy is intended to such purpose or not. Even in cases when ventilation is secured, the child should have the possibility to easily escape from the closed space without any help from outside. 
Inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority issued ban on sale of all three types of toy chests and subsequently the distributor took measures based on which it withdrew the risky products from the market. After complete documentation is elaborated, the products will be notified in the database of dangerous products of the system RAPEX.
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