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	PRESS RELEASE


Risky purchases of scooters without marking and instructions
(Prague, August 27, 2013) Scooters still are among popular toys and the offer in the market is wide. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority continuously checks whether these products are also safe for their users. “Inspectors checked 44 types of children scooters in total within an inspection action in which 85 business entities were inspected. They detected shortcomings in 16 models – e.g. CE marking of conformity was missing, information about manufacturer, importer or distributor as well as obligatory information and warnings for consumers were not provided. In some cases, information was available only in a foreign language. Four scooters were collected for safety assessment and all of them failed the standard’s requirements,” said the Director General of the CTIA Vladimír Velčovský. 
All inspectorates were involved in the inspection project carried out in the period of April to June, 2013. Inspectors focused on compliance with requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, and the applicable Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products) Particular technical and safety requirements on such assortment of products are stipulated in a number of standards of ČSN EN 71 a ČSN EN 62115.
The aim of surveillance by the CTIA is to check whether vendors sell toys that could significantly endanger the health or safety of persons with regard to unsuitable mechanical and physical characteristics, bad construction or insufficient or incorrect warnings, or other missing information necessary for the fulfilment of elementary safety requirements. Within this project, inspectors carried out 85 inspections, including 24 (i.e. 28%) in which breaches of applicable legal regulations were detected. Inspections were carried out at 83 distributors and 2 importers. 
Inspections of accompanying documentation and obligatory marking of products
Marking and safety information for consumers were especially checked within the inspection of accompanying documentation. EC declaration of conformity was also checked at importers. Shortcomings in product marking with the CE mark were detected in 12 cases. Other obligatory marking of inspected types of scooters that is required by legal regulations was not complied with in 12 cases.
Detected shortcomings 

Within the inspection action, 44 types of children scooters were checked (see examples below). Shortcomings were detected in 16 models, including some types with more defects at once. The detected findings were as follows: 

· Toys didn’t comply with the requirements of the harmonized standard ČSN EN 71-1; 

· Obligatory information for consumers and warnings or instructions for use were missing;
· Information for consumers and obligatory warnings were only in a foreign language;
· Information about manufacturer, importer or distributor was not provided on the product;
· Product was not marked with the mark of conformity.
Collection of product samples
The following four types of scooters were selected and collected by the inspectors to laboratory inspection of safety: Roller board Scooter, Scootgear, Best Scooter a Scotter Hello Kitty (the results of the assessment, including dangers, are available in the attachment).
Measures taken within the control action
· On-the-spot fine amounting to 19,000 CZK in total was imposed in two cases 

· Launch of administrative proceedings was suggested in 11 cases

· Measures to removal of detected deficiencies were imposed in 15 cases
·  Ban on sale was imposed in 4 cases (6 pieces of products amounting to 2,345 CZK in total)
	OVERVIEW OF RESULTS OF SURVEILLANCE INSPECTION ACTION - SCOOTERS
	

	Period of the inspection action
	April – June 2013

	CTIA inspectorates
	All RIs

	Total number of inspections within the inspection action
	85

	Inspection of provided documentation 
	44

	Inspection of a particular product (specification)
	44

	Inspections at distributors
	83

	Inspections at importers to the EU
	2

	Inspection at manufacturers
	0

	Total number of inspected types within the CA
	44

	Total number of collected product samples within the CA
	4

	Noncompliant samples
	4

	Stats of inadequacies  - number
	24

	Shortcomings in accompanying documentation
	4

	Shortcomings in marking
	12

	Shortcomings detected by inspectors on the spot – obvious defects
	2

	Other inadequacies 
	6

	Total number of types (models) with shortcomings
	16

	Statistics of subsequent measures
	

	Number of taken measures
	2

	Measures taken on the spot – on-the-spot fine/amount in CZK
	19,000

	Measures to removal of shortcomings
	15

	Number of suggestions to launch administrative proceedings – AP
	11

	Number of imposed bans of sale of products
	4

	Ban on sale (distribution) - number of pieces of products 
	6

	Total number of banned goods in CZK
	2,345


Examples of types of inspected children’s scooters: 
Acra

Ben 10

Cars

Čtyřlístek Mini

Evo

F-line

Folded

Froggi Spokey

Galaxy

Gouda

Hello Kitty Street

High Speed Performance

Hota

Intrea Piko

Mini M-cro

Olpran

Powerwing

Scooter

Scooter 197 Le kick

Scooter Best

Scooter Dilemel

Scooter Fashion

Scooter Happy

Scooter Mini

Scooter Mondo

Scooter Roller Board

Scooter SSWT

Scootgear 

Sport Excell 12

Stinger Kahuna

Velamos 3 T

Winx

Worker TRI

Yedoo THR 3

Yedoo Tidit 12

Yupee easy Ride

Conclusion
Monitoring of safety and characteristics of products intended especially to children users, such as scooters, is one of the surveillance aims of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in the respective field. Preventive inspections and bans of sale of noncompliant product types can prevent injuries that could have serious health consequences. The detected shortcomings in fulfilment of obligations stipulated for manufacturers, importers and distributors proved that these inspections are reasonable. Measures taken by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority and repeated inspections of marking and product safety in the market network should contribute to remedy of the current state. 
Further information is available on the website of the CTIA www.coi.cz or directly at the press department of the CTIA.
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