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	PRESS RELEASES


Half of procurement centres breach laws
(Interim report for the second quarter of 2013)
(Prague, August 29, 2013) Inspections of procurement centres continued in the second quarter of 2013 when the number of shortcomings increased by 20% in comparison with the previous period. “Half of inspected operators had problems abiding with applicable laws when procuring secondary raw materials. Besides breaches of fairness of sale, inspectors proved failures to inform about prices of procured secondary raw materials, use of uncertified measuring tools as well as shortcomings in obligatory register of persons from who sellers purchased secondary raw material,” Vladimír Velčovský, the Director of the CTIA, said.
Within the inspection action in the period of April 4 to June 30, 2013, a total of 85 procurement centres were inspected and compliance with obligations connected with procurement of secondary raw materials was checked within the surveillance competence of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority when these services were offered to consumers. Breaches of generally binding legal regulations were detected in 43 cases in total – i.e. 50.6%. 
	Inspection results

	 Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	
	
	
	


	Středočeský and Prague
	17
	8
	47.1%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	12
	5
	41.7%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	11
	6
	54.6%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	13
	8
	61.5%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	9
	4
	44.4%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	10
	6
	60.0%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	13
	6
	46.2%

	Total
	85
	43
	50.6%


Detected breaches and imposed sanctions
In 10 cases, inspectors proved breaches of the Act No. 64/1986 Coll. on CTIA – use of uncertified measuring tools, and in 42 cases, breaches of obligations stipulated by the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection: 
· Principles of fairness of sale were breached by 21 inspected subjects – section 3;
· Information about prices were not provided to consumers in 19 cases – sections 12;
· Receipt on procurement of raw material was not issued in two cases despite consumer asked for it;
· Other legal regulations were breached in 7 cases. 

Within the inspection action, inspectors imposed ban on use of 11 pieces of measuring tools without valid certification until remedy is implemented. 
Based on detected shortcomings, individual inspectorates imposed 34 fines amounting to 269,500 CZK in total. Other administrative proceedings have not ended, yet. 
Conclusion
In the second quarter of 2013, inspections of procurement of secondary raw materials were focused on surveillance of generally binding legal regulations as well as on compliance with obligations stipulated for procurement of wastes by the Act on Wastes (Act No. 185/2001 Coll.). In 4 cases, inspectors detected violation of the legally stipulated obligation to keep a register of persons offering wastes for procurement. The aim of the monitoring of operators of procurement centres and repeated inspections by the CTIA is to eliminate activities of persons that are engaged in criminal activity and subsequent sale of products from thefts. Inspections will continue till the end of the year.  
Further information is available at the website of the CTIA www.coi.cz or directly at the press department of the CTIA. 
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