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	PRESS RELEASE


There were serious breaches of fuel quality

(Results of inspections of fuel quality in July 2013)

(Prague, September 3, 2013) Monitoring and inspection of fuels at filling stations continued in July. Out of the total number of 225 collected samples, 8 samples – i.e. 3.6% - failed the stipulated quality requirements. “The rate of noncompliant fuel samples is almost the same, but higher proportion of serious deviations from quality standards is disturbing and suggests potential manipulation with fuels or production defects. Significance of the breaches will be taken into account by inspectorates’ directors who will decide about fine amounts,” said Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the CTIA. 
Monitoring of fuel quality was carried out in compliance with provisions of the Act No. 311/2006 Coll. on Fuels and appropriate implementing and technical regulations at filling stations on the whole territory of the Czech Republic. 
Inspection results 

Samples of automotive petrol, diesel fuel, diesel fuel blends, bio fuel, LPG, and CNG were collected and inspected in July, 2013. Out of the total number of 225 collected samples, 8 samples – i.e. 3.6% - failed the stipulated quality requirements. Defects were detected in automotive petrol, diesel fuel, and LPG. Results according to fuel types, including detected noncompliant criteria, are shown in the attachments. 
	Nonconforming samples in %

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel fuel
	Mixed fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol* E85
	Total

	January 
	0.0
	1.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	0.6

	February
	3.0
	3.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	2.4

	March
	4.1
	5.0
	20.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.5

	April
	5.7
	4.1
	22.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	4.8

	May
	6.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	2.3

	June
	2.4
	6.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	3.8

	July
	3.5
	4.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.2
	0.0
	0.0
	3.6


* Available only in limited amounts in the market network 
	Nonconforming samples in figures

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel fuel
	Mixed fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol* E85
	Total

	January 
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	1

	February
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	5

	March
	3
	5
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10

	April
	3
	3
	2
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	8

	May
	5
	0
	Not collected
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5

	June
	2
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	8

	July
	3
	4
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8


* Available only in limited amounts in the market network 
Petrol
In July, 85 petrol samples in total were collected and examined. Three samples (3.5%) failed the stipulated quality requirements of the appropriate technical standard. One of them failed the quality indicators end of distillation and at the same time lower motor octane number (MON) as well as research octane number (RON) was detected. Another sample failed the quality indicator MON and RON – lower octane number. The third sample failed the quality indicator induction period (oxidation stability). The remaining 82 petrol samples met the requirements of appropriate technical standards. 
Diesel fuels
In the monitored period, 99 diesel fuel samples in total were collected, including 4 samples (4.0%) that failed the quality requirements of the appropriate technical standard. Deviation in flash point was detected in 1 sample. In two cases, the taken diesel fuel samples failed the quality indicators distillation test (95% V/V distillates at temperature °C – temperature was higher by 28% when compared with the technical standard’s requirements) and at the same time serious deviation from flash point was detected (only 29.5°C instead of 53°C as stipulated by the standard). In 1 individual sample, the quality indicator distillation test (95% V/V distillates at temperature °C) was not fulfilled when temperature was higher when compared with the technical standard’s requirements.
LPG
One of the 24 samples (4.2%) of the alternative fuel collected in July failed the quality requirements of the appropriate technical standard. In a laboratory analysis, it was detected that sulphur content was higher by 21.0 mg/kg than the technical standard stipulates. Other 23 LPG samples met the requirements of the appropriate technical standard. 
Bio fuel in fuels
In July, content of fatty acid methyl ester was inspected in 99 diesel fuel samples. Ethanol content in automotive petrol was checked in 85 samples. Exceeding of upper acceptable limit of level of bio ingredients in fuels was not detected within laboratory analysis. 
Conclusion
Analysis of the taken fuel samples showed deviations from quality standards in 3 samples of automotive petrol, 4 diesel fuel samples and 1 LPG sample. The overall data show minimal improvement – by 0.2% (from 3.8% to 3.6%) – in comparison with the results of June. We found fewer nonconforming samples of diesel fuel and more poor quality samples of petrol. LPG worsened as well. However, significance of breaches of quality in 6 of 8 nonconforming samples suggests potential manipulation with fuels or production defects. 
Other inspected motor fuels (diesel fuel blends – DFB 30, FAME and CNG) met the requirements of the appropriate technical standards. 
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