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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA: Fake diamonds from e-shop
(Brno, September 17, 2013)  Online shopping is comfortable – it can save time and money. But it might not always be beneficial as detected by the inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority who evaluated expert assessments on precious stones purchased through the internet. The stones were advertised as “beautiful black natural stones”. However, after the expert assessment by the technical laboratory of General Directorate of Customs had ended, it was obvious that seller’s information about the stones was deceitful. “Tests proved our suspicions that the stones are not diamonds despite the seller provided a certificate on their authenticity. However, the e-shop sends Moissanites, i.e. stones of synthetic origin whose value is much lower than the value of real diamonds. Administrative proceedings will be launched with the seller,” said Tatiana Neuhybelová, the Director of Jihomoravský and Zlínský Inspectorate of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. 
Moissanite
Dr. Henri Moissan discovered this mineral when researching an old meteorite in Arizona. The mineral was named after his discoverer. It can be found only in limited amounts in nature. Moissanites that are nowadays used in jewellery industry instead of brilliants are made synthetically. When Moissanite was first introduced to the public in 1998, many jewellers considered it a diamond. However, it is a silicon carbide, mostly of clear appearance that can also have yellowish or greenish tinge. 
Workers of the Jihomoravský and Zlínský Inspectorate of the CTIA in cooperation with the General Directorate of Customs – customs technical laboratory checked authenticity of stones offered in an e-shop. They ordered two stones – a round one for 1,100 CZK that was offered as “beautiful black natural stone 7.72 carats”, and another pear shaped stone offered as “beautiful black natural diamond 11.65 carats” for 1,600 CZK. These “diamonds” were delivered to a consumer-inspector, including a certificate on a small laminated card. 
Both stones were subsequently handed over to customs technical laboratory in order to find out the material composition. Laboratory tests showed that it is not natural black diamond, but Moissanites (silicon carbide) of synthetic origin. A consumer would pay not only thousands of crowns, but millions of crowns for a natural diamond, respectively brilliant, of the declared weight. 
The inspected person provided untruthful data on its website and misled the consumer by having used unfair commercial practices. Administrative proceedings concerning imposition of fine will be launched.
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B Weight 7.72 CT

Shape Round
Clarity Opaque
Color Jet

Dimension : ;..

Identification NATURAL BLACK DIAMOND





[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY

- Weight :11.65 CT
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Clarity : Opaque
Color :Jet Black
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Identification : NATURAL BLACK DIAMOND

THIS IS A DIGITAL CERTIFICATE AND DOES NOT REQUIRE SIGNATURE





Consumer advice
Don’t buy precious stones through e-shops because you cannot check the authenticity of stones right on the spot. You shall shop only at already checked vendors. 

Do not rely only on information of the seller and have precious stones checked by an expert – such investment on expert assessment is worth. 
Always remember to ask for a bill of purchase that includes product marking, its size and price, date of purchase and identification of the seller. Proper bill of purchase with proper data will simplify potential claim and enforcement of other rights. 
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