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	PRESS RELEASE


Serious violations of fuel quality remain 

(Monitoring of fuel quality - August 2013)


(Prague, September 17, 2013)  Inspections of fuel quality at filling stations continued in compliance with the schedule in August. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority collected 222 fuel samples in total, including 6 samples that failed the quality requirements of technical standards. “There is good news for motorists we didn’t detect many noncompliant samples. However, in four of six samples, namely two diesel fuel samples and two samples of petrol Super 95, deviations from quality were of such nature that if there was no production defect, there is a suspicion of illegal manipulation with the fuels,” said Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. “Administrative proceedings with inspected persons are held and after decisions on fines come into force, they will be available on our website.”
Monitoring of fuel quality on the territory of the Czech Republic is carried out by the CTIA in compliance with the Act on Fuels and appropriate implementing regulations. Samples of motor fuels were collected in compliance with the schedule at filling stations on the territory of the Czech Republic.
Results of the inspection
Six of the total number of 222 samples of petrol, diesel fuel, fuel blends, bio fuel, LPG, and CNG taken in August 2013 failed the stipulated quality requirements – i.e. 2.7% of cases. Defects were detected in samples of petrol, diesel fuel, and FAME. Results according to fuel types, including detected noncompliant criteria are available in the attachment. 
	Noncompliant samples in %

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel
	Diesel fuel blend*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG
	Ethanol E85
	Total

	January 
	0.0
	1.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	0.6

	February 
	3.0
	3.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	2.4

	March
	4.1
	5.0
	20.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.5

	April
	5.7
	4.1
	22.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	4.8

	May
	6.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	2.3

	June
	2.4
	6.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	3.8

	July
	3.5
	4.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.2
	0.0
	0.0
	3.6

	August
	2.4
	3.0
	0.0
	100.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	2.7


* Available only in limited amounts in the market network 

	Noncompliant samples in figures

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel
	Diesel fuel blend*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG
	Ethanol E85
	Total

	January 
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	1

	February 
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	5

	March
	3
	5
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10

	April
	3
	3
	2
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	8

	May
	5
	0
	Not collected
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5

	June
	2
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	8

	July
	3
	4
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8

	August
	2
	3
	0
	1
	0
	0
	Not collected
	6


* Available only in limited amounts in the market network
Petrol
In August, a total of 85 petrol samples were collected. Two of them (2.4%) failed the quality requirements as stipulated by the applicable technical standard. One sample failed requirements of the technical standard in the following parameters: distilled content at 150°C – detected in 73.2% V/V (minimum is 74.0% V/V), end of distillation, motor octane number (MON) 94.3 (minimum is 94.6), and research octane number (RON) 83.8 (minimum is 84.5 according to the technical standard). The other sample failed the quality indicators end of distillation and MON 83.8. The remaining 83 petrol samples met the requirements of appropriate technical standards. 
Diesel fuel
101 diesel fuel samples were collected and inspected in the monitored period. Three samples (3.0%) failed the quality requirements of the appropriate technical standard. In one case, the inspected sample failed the quality parameter flash point – 46.5°C was measured despite the minimum is 53.0°C as stipulated in the technical standard. The other inspected diesel fuel sample exceeded the limit of sulphur content by 19.8 mg/kg (appropriate technical standard allows the maximum of 10.9 mg/kg – however, 30.7 mg/kg were measured). The third inspected sample failed the following quality parameters: distilled content at 350°C – the value measured was 81.0% V/V (minimum is 84.0% V/V), and 95% V/V distillates at temperature °C – the measured value was 391°C (maximum is 365°C). The remaining samples of diesel fuel met the requirements of the appropriate technical standard. 
FAME

In August, CTIA collected one FAME sample that failed the content of fatty acid methyl ester (FAME). The measured value was lower by 1.4% m/m than the technical standard requires (minimally 94.5% m/m – however, 93.1% m/m was measured). 
Biofuels
In August, content of fatty acid methyl ester was checked in 101 samples of diesel fuel. Ethanol content was checked in 85 petrol samples. Exceeding of the upper acceptable limit of biofuels content in fuels was not detected within laboratory analysis.
Conclusion
Analysis of taken fuel samples proved deviations from quality standard in 2 petrol samples, 3 diesel fuel samples and 1 FAME sample. 
As regards petrol, the detected deviations from the standard (lower octane number and nonconforming distillation test) worsen combustion, increase fuel consumption and besides damage to the environment, catalyser and other combustion equipment of vehicles can be damaged. Significance of the above mentioned deviations evoke suspicions of intentional manipulation with fuels. 
Decreased quality of diesel fuel (i.e. lower flash point, distilled content as well as excessive sulphur content) causes difficult and imperfect combustion of fuel which can cause not only damage to the environment, but also damage to catalyser and apparatus for treating exhaust gases. 

The August results may indicate slight improvement by 0.7% in comparison with July. The number of poor quality fuel samples decreased in both diesel fuel and petrol, however results of inspections of FAME worsened. Other inspected fuels, i.e. diesel fuel blends – DFB30, LPG and CNG met the requirements of the applicable standards. In August, Ethanol E-85 was not collected with regard to the absence of filling stations offering it.
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