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	PRESS RELEASE


Watch out for small pieces in hanging doll
(Prague, October 2, 2013) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority still finds that products that pose risk to consumers, especially children, are offered in the Czech market. These products mostly are of unknown origin. And in this particular case we speak about a hanging doll. “Small parts can be easily separated from the mentioned toy and can be swallowed or inhaled by a child who can block airways or hurt internal organs. Besides plastic shoes, such danger is posed by a plastic brooch on the doll’s body and a metal ring on which the doll can be hung. Sale of the doll was banned and distributor withdrew the product from the market,” said Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the CTIA. 

Hanging doll
Manufacturer and importer:  unknown
[image: image2.jpg]



There were no warnings or instructions for use on the doll. The simple design corresponds with products intended for small children below 36 months of age and therefore the product was assessed in compliance with safety requirements for the respective category of users. 
Danger
A pair of plastic shoes can be easily separated from the toy. Within the pull test (18 N) the metal ring separated and the connected string broke (21 N). Plastic brooch which is glued to the breast separated when the power of 7 N was used – requirement of the appropriate standard is 50±2N. 

All separated parts fitted in the tube for small parts (see the pictures below). 

When using the product in a usual way – i.e. when a child plays with the doll – it can be assumed that a situation occurs when a child can be injured, his or her airways are blocked or inner organs injured after having swallowed or inhaled the released small parts. 
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The Czech Trade Inspection Authority banned selling of the particular product and the distributor withdrew the dangerous toy from the market. 
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