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	PRESS RELEASE


Wooden puzzle is dangerous to smallest children!

(Prague, October 11, 2013) People buying Christmas parents for children should consider whether such products are suitable and safe for the respective age of the particular child. A wooden puzzle of China origin fails safety requirements. More than a half of its 48 cubes fit in testing tube for small parts, meaning that there is a risk that a child can swallow or inhale some of them. “Especially small children want to perceive toys with all senses – not only see and touch them, but also taste them which can have fatal consequences in this case. This is why I recommend considering whether individual parts are threats to the health and life of a small user,” said Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the CTIA. 

Within consumer offers, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority detected the following toy which presents serious risk especially to children: 

Wooden puzzle LT 2153

Made in China
Importer: PTT GLOBAL s.r.o.
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Dangers 

The puzzle contains a total of 48 parts, including 29 parts that fit into the testing tube for small parts without the necessity to use any pressure (see the picture below). The product has no warnings that would define any age category for which it is intended – therefore it was assessed as a toy which is unsuitable and dangerous to children below 3 years of age. 
When the toy is used in a common and predictable way, a situation can be foreseen when a child can get injured, namely it can swallow or inhale small parts which can cause choking, blocking of airways, suffocation, or injury of internal organs. 
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The Czech Trade Inspection Authority banned sale of the wooden toys and distributor subsequently took measures to withdraw the risky product from the market. After documentation is elaborated, the products will be sent to the MIT contact place and will be notified into the RAPEX system. 

