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	PRESS RELEASE


Eight fuel samples failed in September
(Monitoring of fuel quality in September 2013)

(October 18, 2013) In September, continuous inspections of fuel quality continued on the whole territory of the Czech Republic. A total of 240 fuel samples were collected at selected filling stations – 8 inspected samples failed appropriate quality standards. “We detected negligence deviations in six samples. Significance of other two findings may point at intentional manipulation with the respective fuels or production defects,” said Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the CTIA. “Besides repeated inspections at distributors at whom we had found sale of poor quality fuel, we also checked consumers’ suspicions of sale of poor quality fuels at various filling stations. A total of 447 motorists turned to the Czech Trade Inspection Authority within the previous 9 months and subsequent inspections proved violations of fuel quality or other shortcomings in 51 cases.” 

In September, samples of petrol, diesel fuel, fuel blends, bio fuel, LPG, CNG, and Ethanol E85 were collected at filling stations on the territory of the Czech Republic within monitoring of fuel quality in compliance with the Act on Fuels and implementing regulations – Act. No. 311/2006 Coll., and Decree No. 133/2010 Coll. 
Inspection results
In September, 8 of the total of 240 samples of collected and inspected motor fuels failed appropriate quality requirements – i.e. 3.3%. Defects were detected in samples of petrol, motor oil, and LPG. 
	Noncompliant samples in figures 

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel
	Diesel fuel blend*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG
	Ethanol E85
	Total

	January 
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	1

	February
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	5

	March
	3
	5
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10

	April 
	3
	3
	2
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	8

	May
	5
	0
	Not collected
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5

	June
	2
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	8

	July
	3
	4
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8

	August
	2
	3
	0
	1
	0
	0
	Not collected
	6

	September
	2
	5
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8


* Available in limited amount in the market network
	Noncompliant samples in %

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel
	Diesel fuel blend*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG
	Ethanol E85
	Total

	January 
	0.0
	1.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	0.6

	February
	3.0
	3.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	2.4

	March
	4.1
	5.0
	20.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.5

	April 
	5.7
	4.1
	22.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	4.8

	May
	6.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	2.3

	June
	2.4
	6.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	3.8

	July
	3.5
	4.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.2
	0.0
	0.0
	3.6

	August
	2.4
	3.0
	0.0
	100.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	2.7

	September
	2.4
	4.8
	0.0
	0.0
	3.3
	0.0
	0.0
	3.3


* Available in limited amount in the market network
Automotive petrol
Within the monitored period, CTIA inspectors collected a total of 83 samples of automotive petrol, including 2 samples that failed requirements for quality as stipulated by the appropriate technical standard – namely quality indicator end of distillation. At the same time, one of them also failed the quality indicator research octane number (RON) – 94.4 was measured despite the quality standard’s requirement is at least 94.6 – and motor octane number (MON) – 84.3 was measured despite the minimum requirement is 84.5. The remaining 81 petrol samples met the requirements of the appropriate technical standard. 
Diesel fuel
A total of 105 diesel fuel samples were collected, including 5 that failed the quality requirements of the appropriate technical standard. In four cases, the inspected samples failed the quality indicator flash point – values below 53.0°C were measured despite this is the minimum value according to the technical standard when uncertainty of measurement is taken into account. The fifth inspected sample exceeded FAME content by 1.7% V/V. The appropriate technical standard permits the maximum of 7.3% V/V, but 9.0 V/V was measured. The other diesel fuel samples met the requirements for all indicators. 
LPG 

In September, 30 LPG samples were collected, including 1 sample that failed the quality indicator motor octane number (MON). Laboratory analysis showed the value 88.5 (minimum is 88.8 – according to the appropriate technical standard). The other inspected samples met the requirements on LPG. 
Bio fuels
In September 2013, content of fatty acid methyl ester was inspected in 105 diesel fuel samples and ethanol content was checked in 83 petrol samples. Within laboratory analysis, exceeding of the upper acceptable limit of biofuels content in fuels was detected in one diesel fuel sample, namely by 1.7% V/V. Exceeding the upper limit of content of bio ingredients was not detected in any automotive petrol sample. 
Conclusion
Laboratory analysis proved deviations from quality standards in 2 collected samples of petrol, 5 diesel fuel samples, and 1 LPG sample, meaning that fuel quality worsened by 0.5% in September when compared with the previous month. With regard to the higher number of poor quality samples, the quality of taken samples worsened by 1.8% within diesel fuel and 3.3% within LPG. Petrol was without change – 2 noncompliant samples, i.e. 2.4%. The remaining inspected fuels, i.e. SMN 30, FAME, CNG, and Ethanol E85, met the requirements as stipulated by appropriate technical standards. 
A total of 1,885 fuel samples were collected and laboratory tested from the first to the third quarter of 2013. 59 samples failed the requirements of appropriate technical standards, i.e. 3.1%. Monitoring and inspections of fuel quality will continue till the end of 2013.

Attachments: 
Monitoring of fuel quality in September 2013
 

Monitoring of fuel quality from January to September 2013
Contact:
Denis Gaidoš 
Phone:
+420 296 366 125
Spokesperson of the CTIA
Mobile: 
+420 731 553 922

E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz

