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	PRESS RELEASE


8 of 222 fuel samples failed inspections in November 

(Monitoring of fuel quality in November 2013)

(Prague, December 17, 2013) In November, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority continued scheduled inspections of fuel quality. At filling stations, inspectors collected a total of 222 motor fuel samples, including 8 samples that failed requirements of quality standards. Three samples contained excessive amount of sulphur and other four samples had lower flash point than stipulated in the appropriate technical standard. Serious deviations from a quality standard were detected in one samples of automotive petrol. From the start of the year to the end of November, 2,328 fuel samples were inspected and quality requirements of appropriate standards were breached in 3% of cases. Inspections of motor fuel quality will be carried out till the end of the year, including collection of samples based on consumer submissions. 

Monitoring of motor fuel quality was carried out on the whole territory of the Czech Republic - in compliance with provisions of the Act No. 311/2006 Coll. on Fuels and related implementing decree No. 133/2010 Coll. Samples of automotive petrol, diesel fuel, diesel blended fuel, bio fuel, LPG, CNG, and Ethanol E85 were collected and inspected conrening quality. 
Inspection results
Out of the total number of 222 motor fuel samples monitored, collected and inspected in November 2013, 8 samples failed quality requirements, i.e. 3.6%. Defects were detected within one automotive petrol sample, 4 samples of diesel fuel, one sample of diesel fuel blend, and 2 LPG samples.
	Noncompliant samples

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel fuel
	Mixed fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG
	Ethanol E85
	Total

	January
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	1

	February
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	5

	March
	3
	5
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10

	April
	3
	3
	2
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	8

	May
	5
	0
	Not collected
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5

	June
	2
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	8

	July
	3
	4
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8

	August
	2
	3
	0
	1
	0
	0
	Not collected
	6

	September
	2
	5
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8

	October
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	November
	1
	4
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	8


* Available only in limited amounts in the retail market network.
	Noncompliant samples in %

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel fuel
	Diesel fuel blend*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG
	Ethanol E85
	Total

	January
	0.0
	1.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	0.6

	February
	3.0
	3.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	2.4

	March
	4.1
	5.0
	20.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.5

	April
	5.7
	4.1
	22.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	4.8

	May
	6.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	2.3

	June
	2.4
	6.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	3.8

	July
	3.5
	4.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.2
	0.0
	0.0
	3.6

	August
	2.4
	3.0
	0.0
	100.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	2.7

	September
	2.4
	4.8
	0.0
	0.0
	3.3
	0.0
	0.0
	3.3

	October
	0.0
	1.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.5

	November
	1.2
	3.8
	20.0
	0.0
	8.3
	0.0
	0.0
	3.6


* Available only in limited amounts in the retail market network.
Automotive petrol
In November, a total of 84 samples of automotive petrol were collected and inspected. One sample failed requirements determined by a technical quality standard when failing to comply within the quality indicator end of distillation (measured was 94.1 while the minimum stipulated by the standard is 94.6) and at the same time failing to comply within quality indicators research octane number and motor octane number (measured 84.1 while minimum stipulated by the standard is 84.5). The remaining 83 samples of automotive petrol met the stipulated quality requirements. 
Diesel fuel
A total of 104 diesel fuel blend were collected, including 4 samples that failed quality requirements of appropriate technical standard. Within three samples, laboratory analysis saw lower value of flash point than 53.0°C which is the minimum according to the appropriate technical standard when uncertainty of measuring is considered. In one sample of diesel fuel, sulphur content was by 3.2 mg/kg higher than required by the technical standard (highest acceptable limit is 12 mg/kg). The remaining 100 inspected samples of diesel fuel complied with the technical standard within all indicators. 
Diesel fuel blend – DFB 30

One of five samples of diesel fuel blend collected in November 2013 failed the quality indicator flash point. The value measured within this particular sample was by 6°C lower than is the lowest value stipulated in the standard, i.e. 53°C. 
LPG 

A total of 24 samples of this alternative fuel were collected for inspection. 2 samples failed quality requirements regarding excessive content of sulphur. The value exceeded the stipulated maximum (60 mg/kg) by 91.8 mg/kg in the first sample and by 86.2 mg/kg in the other sample. Such amount of sulphur in LPG poses risk of damage not only to the environment – with regard to increased emissions of sulphur dioxide – but also to fuel system of consumers’ vehicles as well as tube systems of filling stations. Detected deviations were assessed as serious breaches of quality. Other 22 samples of LPG met the quality requirements of the appropriate technical standard. 
Results according to fuel types, including detected noncompliant criteria are available in the attachment. 
Bio fuels in fuels
Exceeding of upper acceptable level of bio fuels content was not detected within laboratory analysis. Content of fatty acid methyl ester was inspected in 104 samples of diesel fuel and ethanol content in 84 samples of automotive petrol. 

Conclusion
In comparison with October, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority found significantly more poor quality fuel samples in retail network. However, their number did not exceed the average proportion of findings throughout the whole year. As concerns significance, three of these breaches – in two LPG samples and one sample of petrol SUPER BA-95 – may relate to a production defect or suspicion of intentional manipulation with fuels while other shortcomings can be considered negligence deviations. Generally saying, the quality of collected motor fuels worsened from 0.5% in October to 3.6% in November. Reduction of quality concerned samples of automotive petrol, diesel fuel, diesel fuel blends and LPG. Other inspected fuels, including FAME, CNG, and Ethanol E-85, met the requirements as stipulated in appropriate technical standards. 
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