	[image: image1.png]CESKA
o o:chooni
INSPEKCE




	PRESS RELEASE


Controls of sunbeds are necessary. The hazard is too high! 

(Final report of 2012)

(Prague, April 25, 2013) In 2012, The Czech Trade Inspection Authority checked 70 tanning studios and detected that the emitted UV radiation exceeded the legal limit in 13 sunbeds. “Although the real condition of sunbeds and solarium devices is significantly better than in the previous years, we will keep checking these devices in order to be able to protect consumers against the high hazards to their health stemming from excessive UV radiation,” said the Director General of the CTIA Vladimír Velčovský and added: “It is necessary to continue in the controls of tanning salons because the limited service life of tubes is being exceeded and also because the owners of the salons change frequently.”
During 2012, the officers of the Technical Control Department of the CTIA carried out inspections at 70 tanning studios’ operators, e.g. in tanning salons, wellness centres and so forth, and besides measuring of the level of UV radiation emitted they focused on labelling of the sunbeds, availability of sight protection and also on safety warnings, including the way the 18 year age limit was handled, as well as other obligatory information provided to consumers. The annual evaluation of the control action showed that the physical condition of tanning studios operated in the Czech Republic has improved in comparison with the previous years and that deficiencies have remained in administration as regards the operation regulations of the checked commercial subjects. Such deficiencies were subsequently removed in most cases. 
Results and taken actions
Within 70 controls the inspectors detected above limit values of erythemally weighted irradiance in 13 cases, i.e. 18.6%. They imposed term measures to remedy in 10 cases of excessive irradiance checked by a hand held solar meter. In 3 cases, the excessive irradiance was detected with the help of a calibrated measuring device Radiospectometer OL756 and administrative proceedings were launched with the checked subjects. 
Defects which were mostly of administrative nature were detected in 51 subjects. Deficiencies in operation regulations resulted in totally 4 on-the-spot fines amounting to 19,000 CZK and launch of 1 administrative procedure. In the other cases, term measures to remove the detected deficiencies were imposed. The requirements of the measures were fulfilled. 
Conclusion 

The results of 2012 saw significant improvements with regard to the European campaign on safe tanning when compared to the period from 2009 to 2011 in which the CTIA repeatedly detected that the condition of sunbeds was unsatisfactory. On the other hand, some operators still use sunbeds in which excessive erythemally weighted UV irradiance was measured. A wide media campaign held in 2009 and other educational activities were positively reflected in the improvement of the situation in the Czech market and the overall knowledge about the safety of sunbeds and their hazards. For example, an event was held as a follow-up to the ESA-PROSAFE international conference on tanning studios where doctors, dermatologists, industry representatives as well as employees of the state administration were present. The CTIA participated in the organization of this event. 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue in its control activities in order to ensure that the improvement is permanent and to check compliance with the requirements stipulated in the standard EN 60335-2-27:2009. The fact that the service life of tubes is being exceeded is a significant reason to continue in the inspections. The service life is ca. 500 - 800 hours which corresponds to 1 or 2 years of use. Another reason for following inspections is that the tanning studios change their owners frequently. 
Already in 2008, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority applied to a joint European surveillance campaign lead by the organization PROSAFE. The campaign was focused on the inspection of skin care devices that use ultraviolet and infrared irradiance (further on referred to as sunbeds). The first part of the campaign concentrated on the fulfilment of the administrative requirements in relation to the safe use of sunbeds at tanning studios (fitness, wellness, beauty salons and so forth). 
The Czech follow-up took place in 2009 when the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out is own measuring of the safety requirements for the total effective irradiance with the accepted legal limit of 0.3 W/m2.  The CTIA employees borrowed a hand held meter Solarmeter Model 7.5 Ery Effective in order to measure the erythemally weighed irradiance and the Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority carried out detailed measuring when it uses the meter Optronic OL-756 for accredited measuring of the effective radiation. 
The conclusions of the tentative and detailed measuring of sunbeds in 2009 proved that the network of sunbeds was in a very bad condition. With regard to the significance of these findings, the CTIA wanted to continue in its inspection activities on its own in the upcoming years, but it didn’t have any device that would enable conclusive measurement of the requirement for the total effective erythemally weighed irradiance according to the standard EN 60335-2-27:2009 and therefore the authority’s aim was to purchase its own measuring device for accredited sunbed measuring. 
At the start of 2010, the CTIA purchased the Radiospectrometr OL756, including further accessories, and its own measurement of the total effective irradiance at operators of sunbeds started after the crew was trained and after the measurement methodology, calibration and calculation were elaborated. Six pieces of hand held Solarmeters Model 7.5 Ery Effective were purchased for approximate measuring of solar emitters. 
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