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	PRESS RELEASE


Batteries and accumulators – Act on Wastes
(Final report of the project of 2013)

(Prague, January 3, 2014) Portable batteries and accumulators belong among products that are regulated by the Act on Wastes concerning marking, information obligations of distributors as well as take-back of used products. At present, inspection activity of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority is mostly preventive and informative and has been positively reflected in results of surveillance actions in 2013 when only one breach of the Act on Wastes concerning monitored assortment was detected. CTIA will continue in systematic inspections carried out from 2010 as well as efforts for increasing legal awareness of distributors of batteries and accumulators concerning determined obligations. 
As stipulated in the Act on Wastes, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspects fulfilment of obligations concerning placing batteries and accumulators on the market and into circulation as well as their marking and ensuring take-back by manufacturers and final seller. All inspectorates of the CTIA participated in inspections at distributors in the period of March 1 to August 30, 2013. 
Inspections were carried out within inspection purchases in retail shops offering batteries, accumulators or products with incorporated batteries or accumulators. Inspectors inspected the following:
· Marking of batteries with a sign of crossed-out bin for separated collection and take-back;
· Marking of batteries, accumulators and button cells with a chemical symbol of Hg, Cd, Pb in cases in which maximal content of the respective metals as stipulated in the Act No. 185/2001 Coll. was exceeded;
· Technical documentation proving that limits of mercury and cadmium were complied with in offered batteries or accumulators;
· Take-back of used portable batteries or accumulators in points of sale (obligation stipulated in annex No. 10 of the Act on Wastes);
· Fulfilment of requirements for take-back of used car batteries or accumulators.
In case that the Czech Trade Inspection Authority detects breaches of the above mentioned obligations, the Authority has no competence to impose fines to manufacturers and final sellers of batteries and accumulators or to take any corrective measures. CTIA passes information concerning shortcomings detected within its inspection activities to the Czech Environmental Inspectorate as stipulated in section 13 par. 4 of the Act No. 64/1986 Coll. on the CTIA. 
Obligations determined by the Act No. 185/2001 Coll. on Wastes:

It is prohibited to place on the market all batteries or accumulators containing more than 0.0005% of mercury by weight, with the exception of button cells where the mercury content does not exceed 2% of weight, as well as portable batteries or accumulators that contain more than 0.002% of cadmium by weight. Producers shall be obliged to attach a user guide to electrical appliances or other products in which batteries or accumulators are incorporated, explaining how to remove the batteries or accumulators safely, including information on the type of batteries or accumulators (section 31a). 

Producers shall be obliged to ensure that batteries, accumulators and battery packs are marked with a symbol for the purposes of separate collection and take-back as well as with the chemical symbol for that metal (Hg, Cd, Pb), and accompanied by information on their power. Details are determined by the Decree No. 170/2012 Coll. on batteries and accumulators (section 31c).
Information Obligations concerning Take-back and Separate Collection (§ 31d):

Producers shall be obliged, at their own expense, to provide the end user with written information:

- on the method of ensuring take-back or separate collection; for this purpose producers shall publish a current list of take-back points and separate collection points; 

- on potential negative effects on the environment and human health of the substances used in batteries and accumulators as well as on the meaning of the symbols pursuant;
A person in a location where a producer has established a separate collection or take-back point, shall be obliged to ensure that the separate collection or take-back point is clearly and visibly marked;
The final vendor, in a location where a producer has not established a take-back point and who sells batteries or accumulators placed on the market by that producer, shall be obliged to post information in a visible place concerning the possibility of discarding batteries and accumulators at their sales points or concerning locations where batteries or accumulators may be placed for take-back on the territory of the municipality, urban neighbourhood or city district in relation to the sales point. 
Producers of portable batteries and accumulators shall be obliged to ensure the take-back of portable batteries and accumulators from end-users at their own expense, regardless of the brandname, regardless of the date on which they were placed on the market and without imposing any obligation to purchase new batteries or accumulators (§ 31g). The same obligation also applies to producers of automotive batteries or accumulators (§31 h).

A total of 376 distributors of portable batteries, accumulators, and button cells were inspected on the whole territory of the Czech Republic. 

	Results of inspections of batteries and accumulators
	
	
	

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections at distributor

	Breaches of the Act on Wastes*)
	Passed to CEI **)
	Breaches of other Acts within CTIA competence


	Středočeský and Prague
	26
	-
	-
	8

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	49
	-
	-
	17

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	133
	-
	-
	85

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	55
	-
	-
	12

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	24
	1
	1
	11

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	24
	-
	-
	4

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	65
	-
	-
	6

	Total
	376
	1
	1
	143


Note: 
    *) § 76a a § 31 a-h of the Act No. 185/2001 Coll., on Wastes
 **) Czech Environmental Inspectorate
Detected breaches
Breaches of the Act No. 185/2010 Coll. on Wastes, namely information obligations concerning take-back and separated collection of batteries and accumulators (section 31d) were detected in one case. The particular distributors also breached requirements for take-back of used portable batteries and accumulators (section 31g). The finding was transferred to Czech Environmental Inspectorate for final investigations. 
Numerous breaches of obligations determined by other laws, namely the Act on Consumer Protection, Act on CTIA, and last but not least Act on Technical Requirements for Products and Act on General Safety of Products were detected in the total of 143 inspected subjects (distributors). A total of 78 fines amounting to 931,000 CZK were lawfully imposed for the above mentioned breaches in the period from March 1 to November 30, 2013. Other proceedings concerning imposing fines have not ended, yet. 
Conclusion
Positive result of the inspection action focused on portable accumulators and batteries is that no serious shortcomings were detected concerning fulfilment of obligations when placing the respective products on the market or into circulation, within their marking or ensuring take-back by manufacturer or final vendor as stipulated in the Act on Wastes. Only one inspected subject breached information obligation concerning take-back and separated collection and simultaneously failed the obligation to ensure take-back. We can only state that preventive and information activities of the CTIA have been effective within surveillance. Inspections by the CTIA systematically carried out since 2010 especially at distributors have been reflected in higher professional care of commercial subjects and compliance with the Act on Wastes. Despite these positive results, CTIA surveillance will continue. 
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