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	PRESS RELEASE


Decoration wallpapers sold without obligatory marking
(Final report of 2013)

(Prague, January 9, 2014) When placed on the market, decoration wallpapers shall fulfil obligations determined by the Act on Technical Requirements for Products as well as appropriate implementing regulations and technical regulations. With regard to numerous breaches of law detected within inspections of wallpapers in 2012, the inspection action continued in the following year. During 2013, CTIA inspectors inspected 82 distributors in retail market network and detected shortcomings in 19 cases that mostly concerned wallpaper products without obligatory CE marking or missing complete information concerning the CE marking label. Distribution of defective products was prohibited until remedy is made. 
Inspection project focused on wallpaper products concerning rolls and boards started in 2012 and continued in 2013. The inspection in which all CTIA regional inspectorates participated was divided in two parts. Within the first part, inspections at distributors in retail network were carried out from February 1 to June 28, 2013, and misconducts detected by inspectors of general inspection were subsequently further investigated at producers or importers. The other part was held from July 15 to October 15, 2013, and included inspections carried out by technical inspectors at producers or importers of the respective wallpaper assortment. The aim of the inspections was to check whether when placed on the market decoration wallpapers meet all obligations determined by the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products and the Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll. effective from June 30, 2013. 

Inspection focus
Inspection at distributors was focused on information about marking of conformity (CE label) which shall be placed on packaging or included in commercial documentation accompanying wallpaper products, e.g. in delivery note. 
According to the harmonized standard (ČSN EN 15102), a wallpaper product can be marked with minimal information about the CE marking (abbreviated label) and with other pieces of information in commercial documentation or complete information about the CE marking (complete label).The wallpapers manufactured after January 1, 2011, shall contain the CE marking and the distributor shall hold the complete information about the CE marking. 
Inspectors inspected the presence of CE marking label. In cases of minimal information about CE marking they checked commercial documentation in which complete information about CE marking shall be provided. Distributors that didn’t have at disposal complete information about CE marking were obliged to make remedy of the detected shortcomings in the period of ten days as determined by law. Inspectors imposed ban on sale of products to which required documents were not delivered. 
Inspection of decoration wallpapers was simultaneously focused on instructions for use. Instructions for use were required when appropriate pictograms were not directly affixed on the product in compliance with the standard EN 235.  Information about the type of glue used to affix wallpapers can also be provided in instructions for use. Such information also has to be displayed on product label in case that producer declares reaction to F-class fire. For purposes of a test concerning reaction to fire, the wallpaper product shall be affixed to a pad selected in compliance with provision of standard EN 13238 and affixed with a glue type as recommended by the producer. 
In case that a product placed on the market after January 1, 2011, doesn’t bear the CE marking or that within the declared class of fire the CE marking doesn’t contain any conditions concerning gluing, the distributor breaches the obligation stipulated in the Act on Technical Requirements for Products. This Act imposes to act in a way that prevents distribution of selected products that obviously fail requirements of law, especially products without required marking and other data in compliance with the Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll. Distributor was not fined for incorrect content of CE marking in case that he could not influence such information or he could not check its correctness. Therefore inspectors took pictures to be able to file labels and related information about CE marking, including copies of manuals of use, namely concerning recommended glues. 
Marking of wallpaper products with graphic symbols
The standard 235 indicates graphic symbols for description of wallpapers’ characteristics; water resistance, washability, colour stability when exposed to light, deposition of samples, elaboration, procedure of removal. These pieces of information don’t have to be stated in writing by words any more. 
Given that wallpaper products are described with graphic symbols, inspectors just inspect whether the symbols comply with the Act on Consumer Protection, namely section 11 par. 2 of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. 

In case of a reasonable suspicion that a wallpaper product failed the stipulated technical requirements, the inspectors could ban placing the product on the market or the product’s distribution for the time period necessary for the execution of the inspection.
Detected shortcomings and taken action
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected a total of 82 distributors and detected 19 cases of misconducts concerning offer of wallpaper products placed on the market after January 1, 2011. Wallpapers did not bear the CE marking or distributors didn’t have at disposal complete information about CE marking in commercial documentation (in case of minimum information about CE marking). In 14 cases, wallpaper products were not marked with the CE marking and in 5 cases complete information on CE marking label was missing. Distributors breached the Act on Technical Requirements for Products and were imposed to remove the detected shortcomings within 10 days.
Conclusion
Inspection project focused on decoration wallpapers started in 2012 and with regard to the number of detected breaches of law it continued in 2013. From January to October 2013, inspectors inspected 82 distributors in retail network and detected shortcomings in 19 cases. Besides violations of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products, breaches of other laws were also detected, especially concerning the Act on Consumer Protection and the Act on CTIA. If the inspected persons don’t remove the detected shortcomings within the determined deadline, administrative proceedings concerning sanctions will start.
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