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	PRESS RELEASE


Fines for sale of electrical appliances without marking
(Final report for 2013) 

(Prague, January 22, 2013) Electrical appliances are specified products on which provisions of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products as well as a number of technical standards apply with regard to high rate of risk of injury by electric current or fire in case when safety standards are not complied with. Fulfilment of obligations by producers, importers, and distributors of electrical products is continuously enforced by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. In 2013, technical inspectors inspected a total of 1,104 various types of electrical appliances within 482 inspections. 171 products had shortcomings that mostly concerned accompanying documentation and obligatory marking of products. Prohibition of sale was imposed on 1,395 pieces of products amounting to a total of 223,183 CZK. CTIA has imposed 158 fines amounting to a total of 1.8 million CZK for breaches of obligations required by legal regulations. 
All CTIA inspectorates as well as technical inspectors participated in monitoring electrical products at retailers and subsequent inspections within an action launched on January 14 and finished on October 25, 2013. Within 482 inspections, inspectors mainly focused on electrical appliances for various domestic uses as regulated by the harmonized standard EN 60335. Other surveillance bodies, including Customs Office, Czech Telecommunication Office, State Agriculture and Food Inspection Authority, and trade licensing offices took part in the inspections. 
The project was focused on specified products as determined by the Government Orders No. 17/2003 Coll. and No. 616/2006 Coll. relating to the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products and it included inspection of compliance with requirements for marking, instructions for use, and accompanying documentation concerning electrical products (pursuant to ČSN EN 60335-1 and appropriate standards for respective products according to the part 2 of ČSN EN 60335). CE marking related to products also was subject of the inspection. Inspectors focused on various types of electrical appliances, including irons, toothbrushes, shavers, hair clippers, hairdryers, hair irons, microwave ovens, grills, toasters, kettles, battery chargers, insect killers, heaters, refrigerators and other (assortment and proportional representation of all inspected products are available in the attachment to this press release).

Compliance with general obligations determined for sale of products by the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection was also inspected.

Inspections of accompanying documentation
Breach of the obligation to provide information in Czech was the most frequent shortcoming within the inspection of accompanying documentation. In a number of cases, products were equipped with no instructions for use at all or some of obligatory information was missing within the affixed instructions for use. Shortcomings concerning instructions for use were most frequently detected in terms of products of less known producers distributed by minor shops offering everyday items. 
The following chart shows the proportion of electrical appliances in terms of shortcomings detected within accompanying documentation, obligatory CE marking of conformity in compliance with the appropriate government orders, and shortcomings concerning other obligatory marking of products as required by legal regulations.
	Electrical household appliances in 2013 – detected shortcomings*)

	Inspectorate
	defects in documentation
	Defects concerning

CE marking
	Defects in other marking

	Středočeský and Prague
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	0.0%
	0.0%
	3.7%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	3.8%
	0.0%
	9.1%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	9.9%
	3.9%
	2.8%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický 
	14.1%
	1.6%
	0.0%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	5.2%
	1.0%
	5.2%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	15.0%
	5.0%
	5.0%


*) Indicated shortcomings concerning violation of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products.
Evaluation of technical shortcomings concerning specified products
Within the surveillance action, the following shortcomings were detected:

· Electric soldering irons: a number of types without stand; insufficient protection against injury by electric current; without ensuring safe connection to the grid; missing connection of protective conductor
· Electric lamps: two types without proper power adapters; without ensuring safe connection to the grid
· Light chains: insufficient protection against injury by electric current detected in two types

· Electric battery charger: without ensuring safe connection to the grid 
· Electric invertor: nonstandard proportions of outlet power plugs
· Electric children lamp: nonstandard plugs and bulb thread; loose cord
· Glue gun (RAPEX N 191412): danger of injury by electric current
Soldering irons, lamps, and light chains have repeatedly been on the list of products with detected shortcomings. Defects related to connection to the grid are typical for them.
A total of 10 product types were transferred to further investigation to the Technical Control Department. They included types of microwave ovens, 3 types of electric heaters and electric sauna pants. In all of these inspections at distributors who bought products in another EU country, shortcomings were detected concerning other obligatory marking required by legal regulations. 
With regard to the subject of the inspection action especially consisting of the inspection of marking and instructions for use within specified product assortment, use of more than 100 technical standards concerning products was a necessary precondition for professional surveillance. 
	Electrical appliances in 2013 – taken measures**)

	Inspectorate
	Prohibition of sale – number of pieces
	Ban amount in CZK
	Number of sanctions
	Sanctions in CZK**)

	Středočeský and Prague
	 0
	 0
	 5
	92,000

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	 96
	12,894
	 7
	167,000

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	 83
	 4,124
	 63
	978,000

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	1,162
	 88,894
	 42
	109,000

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický 
	 0
	 0
	 9
	28,000

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	 44
	 97,508
	15
	439,500

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	 10
	19,763
	17
	41,000

	Total
	1,395
	223,183
	158
	1,854,500


**) Fines were imposed for violations of all obligations determined by legal regulations
Conclusion
The inspection action focused on electrical appliances was a continuation of a project launched in 2012. In 2013, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority supervised a wide range of various electrical appliances selected from a group of products for various domestic uses. Products of well-known manufacturers as well as products of less famous brands were inspected. Inspections were carried out in the biggest chain stores, specialized shops as well as minor workplaces and stalls with everyday items. 
With regard to the detected lasting shortcomings it is necessary to further focus especially on inspection of characteristics of electrical appliances that influence both full consumer use and safe use. Frequent shortcomings concerned breach of the obligation to provide obligatory information in instructions for use in Czech, failure to provide safety information, and distribution of electrical appliances with missing or incomplete marking. 
From the view of compliance with the monitored requirements, Inspection results were unsatisfactory, especially at distributors in territorial scope of inspectorates for Plzeňský and Karlovarský, Ústecký and Liberecký, Královéhradecký and Pardubický as well as Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký Regions. Shortcomings were detected especially within electrical appliances of less known producers importing from third countries and at places where such products are supplementary to other products. These are the reasons why inspections of electrical products will continue.

Attachment: Overview of assortment of inspected electrical devices for domestic use in 2013 
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