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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA detected shortcomings concerning drywall accessories
(Final report of the project for 2013)

(Prague, January 29, 2013) In 2013, CTIA carries out inspections focused on gypsum plasterboards and accessories, i.e. construction, connective and fastening components, metal beads, grouting materials and gypsum based adhesives. At 7 manufacturers and 24 distributors, inspectors of the Technical Inspection Department checked a total of 77 product types used for installation of gypsum plasterboards and detected shortcomings in 53 cases. The shortcomings concerning installation components and other accessories concerning drywalls can make consumers’ selection of products more difficult and cause both incorrect choice and incorrect use of construction products. 
Subjects to inspection were construction products, gypsum plasterboards and accessories necessary for installation, especially construction, connective and fastening components, metal beads, grouting materials and gypsum based adhesives whose characteristics are determined by harmonized technical standards (see overview in the chart below). Compliance with requirements of the Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll. that lays down technical requirements for construction products bearing the CE marking (which was replaced by Regulation of the EP and the Council No. 35/2011) was also inspected within these construction products. Inspection employees of the CTIA also checked whether products meet the requirements for being placed on the market, bear the appropriate CE marking and are correctly marked with description of the product pursuit to the character, purpose of use and other data as required by appropriate standards. 
Shortcomings of obligatory CE marking of conformity
Inspection of gypsum boards and accessories was carried out at 7 manufacturers and 24 distributors. In most cases of the total of 77 product types used for installation of gypsum plasterboards it was detected that CE marking of conformity was not affixed or all required data, information and characteristics were not affixed to the CE marking. In some cases, the marking failed to correspond with requirements of the appropriate Regulation of the EP and the Council No. 765/2008 setting out the requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products. Products also failed to be marked correctly as required by their characteristics and purpose of use. 
Shortcomings detected concerning inspected products and components
Metal construction components – galvanized beads and profiles, thin-walled metal profiles (type CD, UD, CW, and UW)

· Without required CE marking nor on products, label or accompanying documentation
· Didn’t bear marking in compliance with the standard ČSN EN 14195 „Metal framing components“, product description (metal profile); in some cases the standard’s number was not stated
· Intended use and type of protective layer was not stated
· Manufacturer’s address was not stated
· The year in which CE marking was affixed was stated incorrectly within the CE marking
· Metal framing components – bracket 60/125 – 1 mm 
· CE marking was accompanied with all required information and characteristics in the sense of the standard ČSN EN 14195; the following information was not stated: exact name of the product, information about protective layer; reaction to fire and tensile strength of bending; value of yield stress. 

High-speed construction screws for fastening drywall
· CE marking was either missing or was not accompanied with required data – missing marking and manufacturer’s address, link to European standard EN 14566, year in which CE marking was affixed, information about characteristics (reaction to fire and tensile strength of bending and so forth);
· CE marking failed to correspond with determined design
· Products were not marked according to the purpose of use or other data (class of thickness of protective layer) as required by appropriate technical standard
· Information about products were not stated in Czech 
Self-drilling screws for fastening drywall
· Unauthorized labelling of product with CE marking or without CE marking nor on the product, affixed label or packaging, or in accompanying documentation
· CE marking was not accompanied with required data, information and characteristics. Registered address of manufacturer was missing as well as link to European standard EN 14566, year in which CE marking was affixed, information about characteristics (reaction to fire and tensile strength of bending and so forth);
· On packaging, date of production wasn’t stated; different standards were stated
· CE certificates were not available and CE declaration of conformity from manufacturer from Thai-wan in Czech as required by the standard. 
Drywall screws – thread, double thread, to brackets and self-drilling
· CE certificates were not available and CE declaration of conformity from manufacturer in Czech as required by appropriate standard
· CE marking was not accompanied by all required information and characteristics in compliance with the appropriate European standard EN 14566

Jointing sealants
· CE marking was not accompanied by all required information and characteristics in compliance with the appropriate technical standard ČSN EN 13963

· Information about product (characteristics, way of use and warning against dangers) was not provided in Czech.
Overview of technical standards that lay down requirements for inspected product types, including examples of marking of the products concerned:

ČSN EN 520+A1 Gypsum boards – Definition, requirements and test methods
The European standard determines characteristics of and requirements for gypsum boards that are used for construction, including gypsum boards intended to be used for subsequent production facilitation procedures used for their modification. Boards intended to be used within other surface decorations or for application of gypsum plasters.
Example of marking of gypsum board:

Gypsum board A / EN 520 – 1200 / 2400 / 9.5 / reduced edge.

Gypsum board FH2 / EN 520 – 1250 / 3000 / 12.5 / reduced half-round edge.

ČSN EN 14195 Metal framing components for gypsum plasterboard systems – Definition, requirements and test methods
The European standard determines characteristics of and requirements for gypsum plasterboards that are especially used for construction of non-structural parts of buildings in which gypsum plasterboards are used in compliance with EN 520 and modified products made from gypsum boards in compliance with EN 14190, e.g.: walls, wall lining and ceiling soffits, covering of beams, columns, canals and elevator shafts.

Example of marking of metal framing components:

Metal framing components EN 14195 Metal profile /Z275/C/40/48/40/0,6/3 000

ČSN EN 14566+A1 Mechanic fasteners gypsum plasterboard systems – Definition, requirements and test methods
The European standard determines characteristics of and requirements for mechanic fasteners, including nails, screws and fasteners intended for fixing gypsum boards, gypsum boards fibre reinforced, modified products and suitable auxiliary products, suitably for wood or metal in construction parts. Fasteners enable attaching boards to supporting structure and subsequently repairing of surface by joint materials or internal plaster before the final surface treatment. These mechanic fasteners can also be used for constructing frames and connecting surface with the supportive structure and jointing more boards together. Mechanic fasteners contribute to stability of connected components. 
Example of marking of fasteners: 

Screw for gypsum plasterboard systems EN 14566 /class 24/THN/30

ČSN EN 13963 Jointing materials for gypsum plasterboards - Definition, requirements and test methods
The European standard determines characteristics of and requirements for jointing sealants and paper tapes intended for sealing joints or re-sealing joints of gypsum plasterboards manufactured in compliance with EN 520, modified products from plasterboards and gypsum boards reinforced with fibres. 
The standard applies to materials intended for both mechanical and manual use. It stipulates eight types of sealants and includes cement-based plasters and other materials. The standard also determines paper tapes to be used in jointing systems. The standard describes the following products characteristics: reaction to fire and tensile strength of bending as determined in compliance with appropriate European test methods.
Example of marking of fasteners:

Jointing materials for gypsum plasterboards EN – Finishing sealant type 2B – Manual treatment – Slow solidification
ČSN EN 14353+A1  Metal beads and feature profiles  use  for use with gypsum plasterboards - Definition, requirements and test methods
The European standard determines characteristics of and requirements for metal beads, metal bead combined with paper tape and metal profiles intended for use within gypsum plasterboards systems, fibre reinforced gypsum boards, and industrially manufactured products modified in compliance with standards displayed in chart No. 2 that are intended for building constructions. Metal beads and feature profiles according to material and type can be connected unfeatured, featured or re-glued in order to preserve decorative appearance. 
Example of metal bead marking:

Metal bead EN 14353 – PB – 12.5 – FB – Z275 – 3 000

ČSN EN 14496 Gypsum based adhesives for thermal/acoustic insulation composite panels and plasterboards - Definition, requirements and test methods

The European standard determines characteristics of and requirements for gypsum adhesives that consist of gypsum mortars in compliance with EN 13279-1 and admixtures. These adhesives are used to affix insulation board panels in compliance with EN 13950, gypsum plasterboards in compliance with EN 520 and other suitable products such as modified products made from gypsum plasterboards in compliance with EN 14190 and pre-formed gypsum plasterboards to walls in compliance with EN 14209.
Example of gypsum adhesives marking:

Gypsum adhesive for thermal/acoustic insulation composite panels and plasterboards EN 14496.

Imposed measures and sanctions
· In 22 cases, inspected entities that breached obligations stipulated in the Act on Technical Requirements for Products were imposed to remove detected shortcomings or without delay take necessary measures to make remedy in set limit and inform the surveillance body about the measures taken. Inspected persons complied with the imposed measures;
· 12 fines amounting to the total of 59,000 CZK were imposed in 2013;
· Administrative proceedings with 3 distributors and a manufacturer concerning breaches of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products and one administrative procedure with a distributor who breached the Act on Consumer Protection are held;
· Ban of further sale was imposed on 52 pieces of jointing sealants for gypsum plasterboards of class 3B amounting to the total of 7,784.40 CZK.

	Results of surveillance action – Gypsum boards (year 2013)

	Total number of inspections within inspection action
	31
	 

	Inspection of provided documentation
	14
	 

	Inspection of particular product (specification)
	77
	 

	Inspection at distributor
	24
	 

	Inspection at manufacturer
	7
	 

	Total number of inspected types
	77
	 

	Overviews of shortcomings
	 
	 

	Shortcomings in accompanying documentation
	8
	 

	Shortcomings in obligatory marking (CE marking, pictograms etc.)
	33
	 

	On-the-spot shortcomings detected by inspectors – obvious defects 
	0
	 

	Other shortcomings
	5
	 

	Total number of types (models) with shortcomings
	53
	 

	Overview of subsequent measures
	 
	 

	Number of imposed measures
	22
	 

	Number and amount of fines in force (in CZK)
	12
	59,000 CZK

	Number of bans of sale of products in compliance with the Act No. 64/1986 Coll. on CTIA
	1
	 

	Ban of sale (distribution) – number of pieces/price in CZK
	52
	7,784.40 CZK


Conclusion
Within the inspection project focused on specified construction products, including installation components and other accessories for gypsum plasterboards, 77 product types were inspected at 7 manufacturers and 24 distributors. Mostly construction, connective and fastening components, metal beads, jointing materials and gypsum based adhesives that were supposed to be placed on the market not in compliance with all obligatory information and information for consumers were inspected. It was found out that manufacturers who place on the market such specified construction products fail to comply with legal requirements stipulated in appropriate legal regulations, including the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, government orders and EU regulations as well as respective technical harmonized standards. 
CTIA inspectors detected that specified construction products are not equipped with CE marking or that products bear CE marking which is not accompanied with all required data, information and characteristics or that such marking doesn’t comply with requirements of the Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council No. 765/2008. Manufacturers also incorrectly label products with marking that shall identify the character, purpose of use and other required data in the sense of requirements of the appropriate standards. In the consequence of absence of the required marking or incorrect product marking distributors subsequently distribute products that don’t comply with the requirements. Shortcomings detected within inspections of the assortment make consumers’ purchases more difficult and can cause incorrect selection or use of products.

With regard to the fact that in 28 of the total of 31 inspections breaches of obligations were detected and that breaches concerned 53 of the inspected 77 product types, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will keep monitoring the respective assortment. 
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