	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
	PRESS RELEASE


Floor coverings sold without CE marking of conformity
(Final report of 2013)

(Prague, January 23, 2014) Resilient, textile as well as laminate floor coverings that are designed for floors inside buildings or in exteriors were inspected within an action carried out from February 18 to October 15, 2013. During the project, inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority checked 94 distributors of these products in retail network and detected violations of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products in one third of cases. Offered floor coverings were not equipped with CE marking of conformity or other obligatory data and information was missing. CTIA imposed removal of detected shortcomings within a time limit and recommended consumers considering purchases of products in case that CE marking of conformity is missing or the particular product is not equipped with instructions for use and maintenance in Czech. Within the inspection action, a total of 49 fines amounting to 1,988,500 CZK were imposed. All inspectorates of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority participated in the inspection project. 
Inspection focus
The aim of the inspections was to check whether when resilient, textile and laminate floor coverings are placed on the market all obligations as stipulated in the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products and the respective Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll. that lays down the technical requirements for construction products bearing the CE marking are fulfilled. 
Subject to inspection were construction products regulated by harmonized technical standard ČSN EN 14041 – Resilient, textile and laminate floor coverings. The standard stipulates health and safety requirements as well as requirements for energy savings concerning the following products:
· Resilient floor coverings made of plastic, linoleum or natural rubber, excluding loose laid rugs
· Textile floor coverings, except loose laid rugs a measured carpets
· Laminate floor coverings
· Floor panels for loose laying
The standard is not applicable on floor coverings that contain asbestos. It does not cover installation or maintenance, but it covers recommendation for minimizing the risk of slipping.
Floor coverings can be intended for use inside buildings or in exteriors in accordance with specification by manufacturer. With regard to the fact that products require proper installation and maintenance, the inspection also was simultaneously focused on instructions for installation and maintenance pursuit to the Act on Consumer Protection and provision of information on intended use. 
Inspection results and detected shortcomings
Inspection at distributors was focused on information about CE marking (label). Products that meet the requirement of the standard ČSN EN 14041 shall be clearly and indelibly marked by the manufacturer, either on packaging or on affixed label. Besides CE marking, inspectors also checked accompanying commercial documentation with supplementary information. In the regions, a total of 94 distributors of floor coverings, including 30 distributors, breached the Act on Technical Requirements for Products because their products didn’t bear the CE marking. Inspection also showed breaches of other legal regulations, above all the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection and the Act 64/1986 Coll. on the CTIA.
In case that CE marking was missing or supplementary data were incomplete, inspectors imposed the distributor to remove the detected shortcomings in a determined time period and subsequently informed surveillance body of taken measures. In case that the distributor didn’t comply with the measures, there was a reasonable suspicion that the product fails the requirements for placing construction products on the market as determined by the Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll. and the inspector was authorized to ban placing the product on the market or distribution of the product within time period necessary to carry out inspection. 
Within surveillance, one sample of vinyl floor covering was collected based on consumer’s submission. The complainant pointed at insufficient resistance and smell of the product. The sample was handed over to accredited testing laboratory where it was examined regarding abrasion, thickness of wear layer, permanent deformation and determination of volatile organic emissions from construction materials (presence of formaldehyde). The tested product met all the mentioned requirements except for thickness of wear layer. Defects within accompanying documentation or CE marking of conformity were not detected within the inspection. 
Imposed measures and sanctions
The measure to remove detected shortcomings in 10-days limit was imposed on 30 distributors for breaches of the obligation to label floor coverings with CE marking or for missing CE marking and supplementary data in commercial documentation. 
	Results of surveillance inspection action – Floor covering (year 2013)

	Inspection action carried out
	from February 18 to June 28, 2013

	CTIA inspectorate
	regional + TCD

	Total number of inspections within the inspection action (subjects)
	94

	Inspection at distributor
	94

	Total number of collected samples within the inspection action
	1

	Number of noncompliant samples
	1

	Overview of breaches
	 

	Specified product without CE marking (violation of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. section 13 par 9)
	30

	Imposed measure 
	 

	Remove shortcomings within a time period
	30

	Number of administrative proceedings *)
	48

	Amount of sanctions imposed within administrative proceedings
	1,988,500 CZK


*) Number of administrative proceedings with inspected subjects for all detected violations of law within inspection competence of the CTIA

Conclusion
Results of surveillance at distributors of floor coverings carried out in retail network during 2013 proved breaches of obligations determined by the Act on Technical Requirements for Products and other laws in one third of the inspected cases. Offered floor coverings didn’t bear proper CE marking or other supplementary and obligatory data, hence the product assortment will still be inspected by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in the following year as well.  
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