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	PRESS RELEASE


Western Bohemia with counterfeits at market places and boutiques 
(Pilsen, October 2, 2014) Inspectors of the CTIA in Western Bohemia carried out another successful inspection project that included two inspections in Železná Ruda. They collected more than a thousand of fake products of famous trademarks amounting to almost 2.5 million CZK when calculated in prices of originals. During the past four weeks they collected about 6,800 pieces of counterfeits – if these products were sold, the damage to owners of intellectual property rights would reach to more than 13.2 million CZK. “Selling fakes is not discovered only at marketplaces, but also in shops with so called luxury goods and they are available for corresponding prices. A boutique in Mariánské Lázně was imposed a fine amounting to 1 million CZK for unfair commercial practices – offering and selling counterfeits of branded products in the value of 4 million CZK when calculated in prices of originals. The fine became effective last week,” said Jan Řezáč, the Director of the CTIA Inspectorate seated in Pilsen. 

On Saturday September 20, 2014, an inspection was carried out in Železná Ruda. Four inspectors collected 1,004 pieces of products amounting to more than 1.9 million CZK infringing certain intellectual property rights. Another inspection concerned 150 pieces of products for almost half a million CZK on September 25. Both cases concerned mostly textile goods, hand bags, glasses, and watches illegally labelled with trademarks Louis Vuitton, Nike, Adidas, Bench, Burberry, Jack Wolfskin, Prada and so on. During the last four weeks it was the eighth inspection action carried out by inspectors of the CTIA Inspectorate of the Plzeňský and Karlovarský Regions. Previous inspections were carried out in mid-August – for example in Folmava and Svatý Kříž on August 15 and one day later again in Železná Ruda. The most successful inspection was at the Dragoun market place in Cheb on September 12 where 13 inspectors collected a record number of counterfeits – more than 3,000 pieces in estimated prices of originals amounting to more than 8 million CZK.
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority has long-term pointed at the fact that offering and selling product infringing certain intellectual property rights is not only a matter of marketplaces in border regions any more but recent inspection findings confirm that consumers can more often buy them also in “better” shops and luxury boutiques of larger towns and cities. Counterfeits are difficult to recognize when compared with originals – their processing, marking and tags evoke the impression of originals. Even their prices amounting to thousands of CZK deceit consumers who then don’t suppose that they could buy a counterfeit. As from mid-August, West Bohemian inspectors collected more than 300 pieces of counterfeits of branded goods amounting to more than 300,000 CZK when calculated in prices of originals – all to be purchased in classical shops. 
CTIA Inspectorate for Plzeňský and Karlovarský Regions lawfully imposed a fine amounting to 1 million CZK to one of these boutiques for deceitful commercial practices. Last year, the boutique Nina Fashion in Mariánské Lázně offered and sold products illegally labelled with trademarks Burberry, Dolce&Gabbana, Tommy Hilfiger, Lacoste, Gucci, Armani, Hugo Boss and Replay. The counterfeits concerned textile goods (jackets, suits, sweaters, jeans, shirts, T-shirts) and accessories (belts and caps). The fine was imposed in such a high amount with regard to the number of collected goods – more than 1,000 pieces in the value of originals exceeding 4 million CZK.
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