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	PRESS RELEASE


Some radio controlled toys may be fined 
(Ústí nad Labem, April 8, 2014) Have you selected a radio controlled car, plane or boat for your child? Then you should know that such toy can become very expensive indeed. Unexpected extra costs can be caused by the seller failing to meet obligations stipulated for such products in legal regulations. If the remote control operates on a different frequency than permitted, such entertainment can end up in a high fine to the user by the Czech Telecommunication Office. Inspections repeatedly carried out by the Inspectorate of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in Ústecký and Liberecký Regions during the past period proved that radio controlled models operative on frequencies that are not permitted for toys in the Czech Republic are still available in the market. Therefore consumers should check information about the transmitting frequency of radio controlled models that they want to purchase. It is in their interest. 
A joint inspection of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority and Czech Telecommunication Office in border villages of Petrovice and Hřensko was focused on sale of radio transmitting devices. The aim was to continue monitoring of the market with remote controlled toys and at the same time to check whether offered radio controlled products operate in permitted bands of 27, 35, and 40 MHz as well as 2.4 GHZ allocated for these purposes by the Czech Telecommunication Office. 

Toys and radio controlled models belong among selected products that – besides provisions of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products – shall meet requirements of two government orders both on toys and radio and telecommunication devices. The items must bear CE mark on the product, its packaging and accompanying documentation. Each radio controlled toy must be equipped with declaration of conformity and use the frequency which is in compliance with regulations issued by the Czech Telecommunication Office (CTO). 

Bands 27 and 40 MHz are allocated for operation of radio controlled models and 2.4 GHz and 35 MHz for aircraft models. If the toy is constructed in a way that the toy operates out of these bands, it cannot be excluded that their operation may cause interference in bands allocated for different purposes. Users of such device without individual permission for operation can be imposed fines up to 1,000,000 CZK in case of proven breach. 
A total of 11 radio operated models of toys were checked in three inspected shops with the use of a measuring apparatus of the CTO. None of the products bore the European CE mark of conformity and was not equipped with declaration of conformity. Further it was detected that 3 products operate out of allocated bands – detected frequencies were 45 and 49 MHz. Inspectors prohibited further distribution of 11 products totalling to 5,250 CZK. Inspected entities were imposed on-the-spot fines totalling to 6,000 CZK for breaches of the above mentioned legal regulations. With regard to the detected shortcomings, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue inspections with the respective focus. 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority uses spectral analysers within inspections of remote controlled products. These apparatuses reliably detect whether a particular product or another radio controlled product operates out of the allocated band. These analysers have already helped detect various models of radio controlled toys using frequencies allocated for other uses, e.g. television or radio broadcasting, various sorts of tactic communications and military purposes. 

Consumer advice:

· Avoid purchases of radio controlled toys away of specialized shops. It is very probable that toys offered in grocery stores use prohibited frequencies. Users can be fined for such breaches. 
· Don’t buy radio controlled toys without EC Declaration of Conformity or without link to real websites where users can find full version of the EC Declaration of Conformity. Identification of the device in the CE Declaration of Conformity with requirements 1999/5/EC - R&TTE Directive shall correspond with the name of the sold product.
· When selecting a remote controlled toy, you shall check on which frequency it operates! When it comes to non-flying models, don’t buy products without marking of bands, or products with indicated frequency from 45 to 85 MHz or 35 MHz as this band is allocated only for flying models. Even when the correct frequencies of 27 MHz, 40 MHz, 2.4 GHz or 35 MHz in case of aircraft models are indicated on the particular product it can be that the frequency is not used in case of no-name toys and the remote control radiates in a different than the permitted band. 
· Don’t buy anonymous toys on which producer’s name or country of origin and so forth is not indicated. Before purchase of any toy you shall check whether information about manufacturer, importer or distributor is provided.
· Remote controlled toys shall require instructions for use or similar user instructions for operation and maintenance in Czech – don’t buy toys without CE mark, Czech manuals and instructions for use!
· Toys should not be too loud, too. Limit for toys that are not intended to be used close in connection with ears is 115 dB. In case that noise exceeds 110 dB, toys must contain the following warning: “Don’t use near ears. Danger of damage to your ears!”
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