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	PRESS RELEASE


International inspection of child care articles
(Final report from international surveillance action concerning child care articles)

(Prague, April 10, 2013) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority was involved in an international action focused on safety of child care articles, namely pushchairs and baths and baths with stands. The aim was to consider the situation in the market and check whether currently offered pushchairs and baths meet safety requirements as stipulated in applicable legal regulations or how significant potential shortcomings are. Laboratory analysis of collected samples mostly simulated situations in which most frequently children can be injured during usual use of such products. Within 72 inspections carried out at producers, importers or distributors of child care articles in the inner market, shortcomings were detected in 35 cases. Bans of further sale due to breaches of information obligations stipulated in the Act on General Safety of Products or the Act on Consumer Protection were imposed on 199 pieces of products amounting to the total of 128,411.20 CZK and inspected subjects were imposed 35 fines totalling to 259,000 CZK.
The first international surveillance action which was aimed at safety of pushchairs and products intended for bathing babies was a part of a joint project launched in 2011 in which representatives of surveillance authorities of 12 EU member states took part - including Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Lithuania, Germany, the Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Search actions and sample collections in individual states were carried out in May 2013, laboratory tests ended in August 2013. The action as a whole formally ended in February 2014. 
Inspection subject
The action’s purpose was not only to check whether pushchairs and baby baths placed on the market meet requirements of applicable technical standards concerning marking and consumer information but also to test in a laboratory whether collected products sold in the inner market of individual EU member states are safe. 

The aim of the action also was to develop collaboration among market surveillance authorities within the EU and coordination of their market surveillance methods. Further it was important to monitor the market of child care articles and gather information and documents that could be used within future operations of the European Committee for Standardization. 

Employees of the participating surveillance authorities checked whether the amended standard EN 1888:2012 covers all risks connected with the use of pushchairs and whether it can be included among the standards related to the General Product Safety Directive (GPSD) and published in the Official Journal of the European Union. They also gained information about baths and baths with stands, including gathering of sufficient knowledge on such products that shall be used by standard authorities to elaborate a new standard stipulating particular requirements for these products and introducing suitable test methods. 
Inspections by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority
Three CTIA inspectorates were directly involved in the surveillance action, namely Jihočeský and Vysočina, Středočeský and Prague, Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký Inspectorates. They carried out a total of 72 inspections targeted at subjects that produce, import or distribute articles intended for child care in the Czech market. Shortcomings were detected in 35 cases. 
During the surveillance action, 2 manufacturers of pushchairs, 1 importer of baths and 69 distributors of pushchairs or products intended for bathing children. 
Inspections of accompanying documentation attached to products
Besides accompanying documentation and consumer information, it was inspected whether the origin of products is traceable, i.e. availability of information about manufacturer or importer, and whether they are equipped with appropriate information and respective safety warnings for users. 
Detected defects:

· Sale of products without instructions for use
· Sale of products without safety warnings
· Sale of products with information only in a foreign language
· Failure to label products with information about manufacturer or importer

· Offering products with CE mark of conformity despite CE mark is not applicable to these products
Safety of bath tubs and various bathing ads – bath rings, meaning products which has not been governed by any European technical standard determining safety risks connected with their use and necessary test methods, was checked according to safety requirements determined by the Decision of the Commission 2010/9/EU on  the safety requirements to be met by European standards for bath rings, bathing aids and bath tubs and stands for infants and young children pursuant to Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council. Within practical tests the laboratory used applicable test methods from applicable technical standards for products that can pose similar risks as tested bathing tubs as well as a French national standard for these products. 

Technical standard EN 1888:2012 – Child care articles - Wheeled Child Conveyances – Safety requirements and test methods was used to check the safety of prams and pushchairs. 

Collections of inspection product samples
Products collected in individual Member States were tested in the laboratory of AIJU – Instituto Tecnológico del Juguete in Alicante, Spain. The total of 51 models of pushchairs and 43 models of individual bath tubs or bath tubs with stands were tested. Processes of safety checks were developed by experts on safety of child care articles. After results of the project are evaluated, they will be available on the PROSAFE website: 

http://www.prosafe.org/default.asp?itemID=166&itemTitle=undefined
Laboratory tests were paid by the PROSAFE organization and the CTIA contributed only through purchases of products from inspected persons. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority collected the following products in the market network in order to check their safety parameters:
Pushchairs: 

	Name/

Brand
	Model
	Product type
	Country of origin

	ALPIRON
	A2
	Combined (pram, seat and car seat)
	Poland

	PATRON
	MAARS G1156Y88 Y1151Z 10208
	Sport pushchair „Golf sticks“
	Czech Republic (Made in EU)

	LIBERTA
	H1
	Pram
	Czech Republic

	BABY DESIGN
	LUPO
	Combined (pram, seat) 
	Poland


Shortcomings detected in the lab 

Certain mismatches with technical standard ČSN EN 1888:2012 were detected concerning all types of the collected prams and pushchairs. 

For example, the shortcomings concerned looser restraint system of the ALPIRONI pushbike’s seat and also steeper bed (by 2°) than required by the standard in case that it is carried separately with the handle installed in the bed roof. The pushchair PATRON showed slight shortcoming concerning folding system for storage or transport. The test room detected that when the handle of the pushchair LIBERTA is folded into transport position, the distance between the pushchair’s carrycot and the handle is not in compliance with the standard’s requirements. The zipper released during the screw test of the pushchair BABY DESIGN when less power was used than stipulated in the standard.
Based on risk analysis of detected defects CTIA employees evaluated that danger of injury to users is very low so they did not notify information about failures to meet requirements of the standard in the RAPEX system. Before the evaluation assessment safety risks as well as overall evaluation of results of tested products were carried out and agreed upon by representatives of surveillance authorities participating in the project. The detected shortcomings mostly posed low risk to users concerning removable defects and distributors immediately took measures of remedy and removed the detected defects. 
Baths and baths with stands:

	Name/

Brand
	Model
	Product type
	Country of origin

	PRIMA BABY
	Bath Nr. art. 0334.41 (ET) Stand - universal
	Bath + stand
	Poland

	TEGA BABY

KRIS ZGL
	Bath 0005928

Stand – KRIS 385069
	Bath + stand
	Poland

	PRIMA BABY
	Bath OK-0336

Stand OK-8641
	Bath + stand
	Poland

	BABY BAGNO
	Cod. Art.: C090
	Bath
	Italy

	KARIBU
	PM3310
	Bath (folding)
	China


Shortcomings concerning baths and baths with stands 

Concerning certain products intended for bathing of children, the test room detected defects that were evaluated as serious in terms of safety given that the tests were carried out in compliance with inspection programme PROSAFE elaborated in accordance with the requirements of the Decision of the Commission 2010/9/EU. This concerned three products of Polish manufacturers. In all cases the detected defects concerned stands. 
There was no locking device preventing baths from unintentional folding in case of two baths, so the whole stand started collapsing after the power of less than 200 N pushed the lower part of the stand. The defects were detected concerning the stand Universal used together with the bath PRIMA BABY and the stand KRIS used together with the bath TEGA BABY. Another set PRIMA BABY – bath and stand labelled with an OK stamp – turned over when it was put on a steep plane of 12° in case that shorter sides were tested. 

Baths BABY BAGNO (Italy) and KARIBU (China) met the safety requirements.
There is a real suspicion that detected shortcomings concerning construction of the stands can have significant influence on safety of children during bathing. CTIA employees informed distributors about the defects and results of the analysis and the distributors withdrew defective products from sale or CTIA imposed ban on further offering and selling of defective products to consumers. 
CTIA also informed Polish surveillance authority about the inspection results and potential dangers to users of baths with stands. The Polish authority shall inform manufacturers of these products and take appropriate measures to remedy. 

Imposed measure and sanctions
CTIA imposed ban on sale of 199 pieces of products amounting to the total of 128,411.20 CZK that failed conditions for being placed on the market. A total of 35 fines totalling to 259,000 CZK were imposed to inspected subjects within the inspection action. 
Two of three cases of Polish products collected at Czech distributors were forwarded to Polish surveillance authority (Office of Competition and Consumer Protection) after results of laboratory assessment arrived. 

Conclusion
Within the international project focused on articles intended for child care, important information were provided to all the project participants, especially standard authorities. All participants, including standard bodies CEN, received results of all laboratory and inspection findings that can subsequently be used for preparation of standard documents and taking further measures in the market. 
Laboratory results and information gained within common action helped monitor the situation in the market and check whether pushchairs offered in the market meet requirements for safety in compliance with the applicable technical standard or how serious the identified shortcomings are. Results of laboratory safety assessment concerning baths will further help specify requirements and technical parameters for these products in a newly elaborated technical standard. Laboratory tests were designed in order to cover most frequent situations in which children can be injured when using the tested products in a usual way. 
During the project, inspectors carried out preventive and educational activities among inspected distributors. They explained significance of consumer information that are required for these products with regard to safety and informed about legal regulations in this field. 
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