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	PRESS RELEASE


Inflatable toys without marking and warnings in Czech 

(Final report – 2014)
(Prague, October 9, 2014) In the period when demand for inflatable water toys is at its peak an inspection action of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority was carried out focusing on these products. Despite continuous repeated inspections inspectors detected that anonymous toys and toys without CE marking are still offered in the market. They also discovered that offered water toys are not labelled with warnings or alerts about why a particular toy is not suitable for children of particular age or that such information is provided only in a foreign language. One or more shortcomings were detected in 83 of 174 inspections. Prohibitions of sale were imposed on 423 pieces of products amounting in total to 28,013 CZK. 59 fines amounting to 134,500 CZK came into force before the end of September. Other proceedings have not ended yet. 
Surveillance concerning the market with water toys made of softened plastics was focused on compliance with requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products (These requirements are determined in detail in the Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. and harmonized standards ČSN EN 71-1:2012, Safety of Toys – Mechanical and Physical Properties, ČSN EN 15649-3+A1 Floating leisure articles for use on and in the water.)
Inspectors checked whether toys offered in the market are equipped with necessary belongings in compliance with requirements of the applicable Government Order and whether toys are offered that could to a significant extent endanger the health or safety of children with regard to unsuitable mechanical or physical properties, wrong construction or insufficient or incorrect warnings as well as with regards to the potentially absence of other information necessary to fulfil elementary requirements for safety of these products. 
Within the inspection action which was carried out from March 31 to July 31, 2014, CTIA inspectors checked 173 distributors and 1 importer of plastic inflatable water toys. Inspections were targeted at toys both in specialized shops and workplaces where these products were just one of a number of various types of inspected consumer goods. Shortcomings were detected in 83 of 174 inspections (47.7%). 
In total 71 types of water toys were inspected, including various shapes (star, butterfly, dog, dolphin, goose, giraffe, deer, fish, centipede and so forth), inflatable boats and cars. 36 of these products (51%) failed requirements for being placed on the market. 
	Results of inspections of water toys 

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	Středočeský and Prague
	18
	8
	44.4%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	14
	5
	35.7%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	19
	5
	26.3%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	71
	41
	57.7%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	18
	6
	33.3%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	14
	5
	35.7%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	20
	13
	65.0%

	Total
	174
	83
	47.7%


Inspections of documentation accompanying the products
Inspections of accompanying documentation and consumer inspection inspectors detected availability of data about manufacturer or importer and equipment of products with other obligatory information. In case that such information included any restrictions (e.g. pictogram “unsuitable for children under three years”) inspectors also checked whether consumer was informed about reasons for such age restriction, including fulfilment of the obligation to provide the information in Czech. 
Detected breaches
· Selling toys without obligatory marking with the CE marking of conformity (breach of manufacturer’s obligation stipulated in section 4 par. 1 of GO No. 86/2011 Coll.);
· Breach of the distributor’s obligation to prevent distribution of products that fail requirements of the Government Order (section 7 par. 1, 3, 4 of the GO 86/2011 Coll.);
Shortcomings concerning obligatory marking of products:
· Offering toys without indication of age category for which toys are intended;
· Missing safety information for consumers or reasons for possible restrictions (why toys are not suitable for certain groups of children);
· Alert warnings only in a foreign language;
· Offering anonymous toys – without identification of manufacturer or supplier.
Imposed measures and sanctions
Inspectors imposed prohibition of further selling of products that failed applicable legal regulations concerning marking. Prohibition was imposed on selling of 423 pieces of water toys amounting to 28,013 CZK in total. Within the inspection action 59 fines amounting in total to 134,500 CZK were imposed by September 30, 2014, while other administrative proceedings were not finished. 
Conclusion
Inspection action focused on inflatable plastic water toys proved persisting shortcomings. These especially concerned offers of toys without CE marking or offering and selling of anonymous toys, i.e. without provision of identification data about their manufacturer or importer. Inspectors also detected offering of toys without safety warnings or reasons why a particular toy is not suitable for a certain group of children or such information was provided only in a foreign language. 
Nature of violations suggests that some commercial entities still don’t dedicate sufficient care to provision of information to consumers – i.e. they don’t inform them properly and fully about risks of incorrect use of products. Some toys are sold without Czech translation of safety warnings that are available only in a foreign language. Therefore further surveillance by the CTIA will pay more attention to inspections of the entire distribution chain and investigations of commercial subjects that are responsible for distribution of the products assortment from other member states of the EU in the Czech Republic as well as importers from third countries. 

Recommendation for consumers
When selecting inflatable water toys, you shall check whether – besides attractive shape and colours –the following data is also provided: labelling with CE marking, identification of manufacturer or importer, warnings and safety information in Czech as well as marking of age category of children users. Do not buy anonymous products without marking! It is also important to follow safety warnings displayed on the toy (e.g. recommendation to use water toys only in shallow water and under surveillance of an adult/responsible person). Inflatable water toys cannot be interchanged with personal protective equipment! Toys don’t prevent kids from the danger of drowning! 
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