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	PRESS RELEASE


iPhones sold as paralyzers at marketplaces 

(Pilsen, October 14, 2014) Repeated inspections of border marketplaces is a usual practice of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority which collects counterfeits of goods whose value calculated in prices of originals exceeds millions of Czech crowns. All this money is a loss to owners of branded trademarks. But things were a little bit wilder than usually within the last inspection at marketplaces in Western Bohemia where 3,000 pieces of fakes amounting in total to 19 million of CZK were detected, including 25 counterfeits of iPhone designed mobile equipment. Their label indicated that these were not cell phones, but LED lights with several functions which is unsuitable for children under 3 years. Inspectors detected selling of iPhones-paralyzers in 10 stalls at three marketplaces. “I want to warn all consumers against purchases of these imitations of iPhone. Consumers are not informed in any way about these devices being paralyzers and rate of danger to users has not been recognized yet. Therefore the counterfeited iPhone will be assessed concerning safety,” said Jan Řezáč, the director of the CTIA Inspectorate based in Pilsen. 
From October 3 to October 5, 2014, officers of three CTIA inspectorates in total in 55 stalls within 6 inspection actions at marketplaces in border regions. They visited Potůčky and Svatá Kateřina twice and Dragoun in Cheb and Folmava once. They detected 2,753 pieces of counterfeits of products illegally marked with trademarks at 37 selling points. If these products were sold, damage to owners of intellectual property rights would amount to more than 19 million CZK. CTIA collaborated in these inspections with Alien Police of the Pilsen and Karlovy Vary Regions and the Fire Rescue Service of the Karlovy Vary Region. The assortment included textile goods, clothing accessories, toys, MP players and radios, prohibited lighters of the type novelty, as well as counterfeits of mobiles with iPhone design. Sellers who violated the rights of the owners of intellectual property by selling counterfeits will be imposed fines within administrative proceedings. The Act on Consumer Protection allows to impose a fine amounting up to 5 million for the respective breach, i.e. prohibited use of unfair commercial practices. 

Visual assessment of the imitation of iPhone indicated that it was not a mobile phone. Its tag stated that it was a LED light and that the product is not suitable for children under 3 years. What a consumer cannot find out when reading the product description is that the side button does not influence the volume, but it generates a paralyzing electric shock. These mobiles were collected as fakes and their samples together with other two toys were taken to laboratory tests because it can be reasonably assumed that they are dangerous. 
Product originating in China looks exactly the same as the original iPhone at first sight (see the picture where the mobile device is on the right and counterfeit paralyzer on the left) and is equipped only with a small label informing about the product being a LED light (see the picture). The paralyzer has an extra button on the bottom when compared with original iPhone and silver frame around the circumference is missing. The price amounts to hundreds of Czech crowns. Inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority collected in total 25 pieces of these products in 10 stalls at three marketplaces in border region, namely in Folmava, Rozvadov, and Cheb. These products were detected for the first time in the Czech market. 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority warns consumers against purchases of these imitations of iPhones with function of paralyzer because consumers are not informed in any way about this function and the rate of danger posed by the paralyzing shock to users has not been known yet.
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