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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspections of pressure accessories for pressure equipment were without defects
(Final report of the project of 2014)

(Prague, January 23, 2015) Specialized inspection action of the Czech trade inspection Authority was aimed at manufacturers and importers of pressure accessories of pressure equipment in 2014. In total 9 detected manufacturers and 1 importer of these products were inspected. All of these subjects provided assessment of conformity of selected products in a manner that corresponds with category under which accessories of pressure equipment fall as stipulated in applicable Government Order. No shortcomings were detected concerning three inspected distributors of pressure accessories and their suppliers. Despite positive results, these inspections will continue in the year 2015 because safety of these products significantly contributes to safety of pressure equipment intended for products of chemical industry, energy, heat and gas industries.
Specialized officers of the Technical Inspection Department of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out inspections within the project focused on compliance with safety standards for pressure accessories. The inspections involved 13 discovered subjects, namely 3 distributors, 1 importer, and 9 manufacturers.
CTIA surveillance was aimed at compliance with requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products as determined in detail in the Government Order No. 26/2003 Coll. that lays down technical requirements for pressure equipment. The officers inspected whether vendors sell pressure accessories that fail requirements of law. Inspected products included pressure equipment selected by section 1 par. 2 letter a) par. 4 of the Government Order No. 26/2003 Coll.
Pressure accessories has certain functionalities or functions that shall resist inner pressure. Pressure accessories can be connected to another pressure device, e.g. flange connection or fitting, brazing/soldering or welding. They have specific operation functions, such as measuring, modification of mechanic characteristics, removal of impurities or de-gassing. However, a pressure accessory doesn’t necessarily have to have moving parts.
Inspection results
Inspections carried out at 13 entities were without defects. As regards manufacturers, officers inspected technical documentation and materials for conformity assessment, including certificates and protocols of tests. Accompanying documents were elaborated in compliance with the government order that lays down requirements of pressure equipment (GO No. 26/2003 Coll.) and no defects were discovered.
Further three distributors of pressure accessory were inspected and their suppliers who could import these products from non-EU countries were identified. No shortcomings were discovered – all distributors of safety valves provided inspectors with copies of CE declaration of conformity from manufacturers of pressure accessories. 
24 pieces of pressure accessories were inspected and officers detected no shortcomings concerning obligatory marking of conformity pursuant to requirements of the government order nor concerning obligatory CE marking. Shortcomings of different obligatory marking of products as required by legal regulations were not found. All physically inspected products were equipped with instructions for use that also contained instructions for assembly with obligatory information (pursuant to Article 3.4 of Annex 1 of the Government Order No. 26/2003 Coll.).
There was no suspicion concerning failure to meet elementary requirements within 24 expert inspections of technical documentation carried out by officers-specialists from the Technical Inspection Department of the CTIA and no submission concerning safety of pressure accessories. These are the reasons why it wasn’t necessary to sample pressure equipment in order to inspect it nor analyse risks. No measures were taken within the inspection action.
Conclusion
This was the first inspection project primarily focused on pressure accessories of pressure equipment pursuant to the PED Directive. Its aim was to check production and distribution of these products. With regard to the fact that pressure accessories of pressure equipment concern specific products due to both way of use and installation, the inspection was focused especially on manufacturers and importers of these products. Results of the inspections show that inspected companies comply with legislative requirements for assessment of products’ conformity with technical regulations and for placing such products on the market. 

Conformity assessment was carried out by notified persons and classification of products complies with requirements that stem from the PED Directive. Small and middle-size companies participate in production of pressure accessories whose profile is specific for the needs of petrochemical and energy industry of the Czech Republic and a part of this production is distributed to the European single market. 

Despite the result of the inspection action was positive and officers of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority detected no shortcomings, inspections of pressure accessories will continue in the upcoming period. Repeating such inspections concerning distributors is important due to potential rate of risk posed by pressure equipment intended for products of petrochemical industry as well as energy, heat and gas industries. 
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