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	PRESS RELEASE


Fines of 12 million CZK for offering and selling fakes
(Infringements of certain intellectual property rights in 2014)

(Prague, March 5, 2015) 1,994 inspections were carried out within an annual project focused on monitoring of risky selling points and investigations of products that infringe certain intellectual property rights. Offering counterfeits was detected in 733 cases, i.e. 36.8%. Officers of the Czech Trade inspection Authority don’t focus only on marketplaces and stall sale in border regions, but also monitor other points of sale for example in cities’ centres as well as e-shops where consumers are increasingly deceived by sale of counterfeits. In 2014, in total 65,475 pieces of various products that infringe certain intellectual property rights were collected. If these products were sold, the damage to owners of these rights would amount to almost 129 million Czech crowns. “1,325 fines exceeding 12 million Czech crowns were lawfully imposed for the use of unfair commercial practices as well as other administrative delicts. Nevertheless, it would be naive to suppose that financial sanctions and confiscation of goods would stop sellers from offering counterfeits. If consumers are interested in fakes of branded products, their distributors will find ways to deliver them. Therefore it is necessary to search for ways to effectively prevent fakes from being placed on the market. This shall be done together with other surveillance authorities,” said the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority Mojmír Bezecný. 

In the period from January 1 to December, 2014, in total 1,994 inspections were carried out within an inspection action focused on offering and selling of products or services that infringe certain intellectual property rights. It was inspected whether sellers comply with prohibition to use unfair commercial practices determined as offering, selling and storage of counterfeits, imitations and reproductions by section 5 of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection. 

	Results of inspections of offering and selling of counterfeits – 2014

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Other breaches in %

	
	
	Total
	§ 5, par. 2*)
	Total
	§ 5, par. 2*)

	Středočeský and Prague
	231
	91
	35
	39.4%
	15.2%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	275
	273
	36
	99.3%
	13.1%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	733
	632
	321
	86.2%
	43.8%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	327
	286
	145
	87.5%
	44.3%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	114
	103
	76
	90.4%
	66.7%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	48
	47
	42
	97.9%
	87.5%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	266
	166
	78
	62.4%
	29.3%

	Total
	1,994
	1,598
	733
	80.1%
	36.8%


Violations of generally binding legal regulations were detected in 1,598 of 1,994 inspections (80.1%), including 733 cases in which breach of the prohibited use of unfair commercial practices was detected in terms of offering or selling products or services infringing certain intellectual property rights (36.8% of cases). The rate of findings concerning breaches of certain intellectual property rights increased by 5.2% when compared with results of this inspection project in 2013 when about the same number of inspections were carried out (see the report of 2013).
 

The CTIA collaborated with other state administration bodies in total in 296 cases of inspections within which products infringing certain intellectual property rights were detected. It most frequently cooperated with the Police of the Czech Republic, Alien Police, Customs Administration, trade licensing offices and other state administration bodies. 

Collected products
Besides sanction measures imposed, in total 65,475 pieces of counterfeits were detected. Their value calculated in the prices of originals was 128,992,827 CZK. The collected products were stored out of reach of inspected persons pursuant to provision of section 7b of the Act No. 64/1986 Coll. on the CTIA. Products that filed to comply with special legal regulations will be destroyed or used for humanitarian purposes after it is decided about their confiscation.
Number of collected counterfeits according to the assortment:
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“Other” refers to the following types of goods: hair clips and rubber bands, toys, cigarette products (lighters etc.), play cards, glass products, note books, glasses, and tiny fashion accessories.
Overview of products according to selected trademarks (products with trademarks not included in the list were detected in less than 600 pieces): 
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Imposed measures 

Based on detected breaches of legal regulations, in total 1,325 fines amounting to 12,350,900 CZK were lawfully imposed within the inspection action.
	Counterfeits – lawful fines imposed during 2014

	Inspectorate
	Number of fines
	Fines amount in CZK

	 Středočeský and Prague
	93
	1,149,400

	 Jihočeský and Vysočina
	240
	244,000

	 Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	460
	9,027,000

	 Ústecký and Liberecký
	225
	896,000

	 Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	92
	319,500

	 Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	40
	308,500

	 Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	175
	406,500

	 Total
	1,325
	12,350,900


Conclusion
Not only the total ratio of breaches of generally binding legal regulations, but also the ratio of findings of unfair commercial practices increased within inspections of offering or selling of products or services that infringe certain intellectual property rights carried out in 2014 when compared with 2013. The ratio of illegally used trademarks changed as well. Major part of detected counterfeits were illegally marked with the trademark Sneaker, respectively Man Sneaker or Sneaker Lady. Other fakes were labelled with the trademark George Gina&Lucy and other fakes related to Burberry, Adidas and others. Offering counterfeits corresponds with consumers’ demand that doesn’t decline. 
Besides products that infringe certain intellectual property rights within stall sale and ordinary shops, offering and selling counterfeits online has been a permanent problem. The area of electronic trade seems to be problematic nowadays, especially when it comes to social media where it is difficult to identify and investigate a subject that acts in an illegal manner. Still there is a threat of numerous offers based on unfair commercial practices that consist of offering and selling goods infringing certain intellectual property rights which is out of surveillance competence of the surveillance body and thus it is not possible to enforce law effectively. This is also why the Czech Trade inspection Authority focuses on preventive activities and informs wide public about developments in the surveillance field through press releases, advisory services as well as cooperation with owners of intellectual property rights. 
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� � HYPERLINK "http://www.coi.cz/en/fakes-of-pokemon-are-most-frequent-nr995/" �http://www.coi.cz/en/fakes-of-pokemon-are-most-frequent-nr995/� 





Contact: Spokesperson of the CTIA
                                                            Phone:
+420 296 366 233  
                 Mgr. Jiří Fröhlich
                                                            Mobile: 
+420 602 105 376

                                                            E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz
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List1

		

		Kód sortimentu		Celkem ks		Celková hodnota orig. v Kč		Celková hodnota prod. v Kč

						15000		1500

		A		4236		2407325		715072

		D		10117		8839578		1461357.4

		H		885		31204200		263310

		O		5663		24295454		1369000.7

		T		44574		62231270		6780207.32

				65475		128992827
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List1

		

		Značka		Celkem ks		Celková hodnota orig. v Kč		Celková hodnota prod. v Kč

		PRŮMĚR		15278		14445031		2371455.6

		Sneaker		13680		684000		205200

		Man Sneaker		6192		309600		57312

		Sneaker Lady		5688		284400		51792

		George Gina & Lucy		2956		6488000		705880

		Burberry		1633		11449230		740267.4

		Adidas		1567		1703920		583822

		Louis Vuitton		993		16999200		434452

		PokémonWizards		816		9248		1360

		Lacoste		814		1859800		294160

		Michael Kors		796		6529000		231250

		Jack Wolfskin		675		1824550		222696

		Diesel		606		871300		162150

		Bench		600		1203150		504049

		Ed Hardy		591		732050		95040

		Crocs		572		490254		61399

		Armani		562		993150		130552

		Jack Daniel's		533		512150		188178

		Longchamp		478		1673000		135300

		Mammut		448		1708250		502200

		Tommy Hilfiger		424		1012300		140640

		Monster High		347		346351		62556.7

		Puma		337		375600		117490

		Prada		335		8332800		457250

		Hollister		318		814800		73049

		Nike		303		379250		95830

		Hello Kitty		279		202680		39477

		Furby		251		251000		100053.4

		Dolce & Gabbana		241		1966500		108978

		Hasbro		239		63563		15065

		Polo		235		708000		70850

		Apple		220		320000		35884

		BOGNER		217		5920000		135800

		Audi		210		194000		64172

		Monster		207		277499		80720

		Ice age		202		85475		18324

		OCB		193		4825		4564.9

		Bateria		183		1830		915

		Mercedes-Benz		175		126700		49935.92

		Gucci		152		1106900		37950

		Breitling		150		9414000		47500

		Hugo Boss		147		260200		15113

		Chanel		128		291300		30941

		Burton		123		138500		5050

		WELLENSTEYN		117		1309200		44850

		Ice Watch		111		610500		18888

		Harley-Davidson		101		124500		51100

		Volkswagen		94		72800		20400

		Calvin Klein		92		49550		10920

		BMW		91		108700		20600

		DC		86		93400		18595

		Gormiti		82		26000		4020.5

		Red Bull		72		88000		27850

		Hannah Montana		66		19900		1792

		Fox		63		73500		14350

		Hermes		59		626500		14840

		Rolex		48		1200000		16000

		Honda		44		36000		12600

		Spiderman		43		31800		6289

		Columbia		39		39000		7400

		Transformers		38		19400		6396

		Bohemia		37		74000		55500

		Ferrari		34		1627000		18450

		Versace		34		151000		34231

		Playboy		33		39530		3430

		Billabong		31		43800		8200

		Smile		30		15200		5398

		Guess		29		116800		21650

		Kawasaki		28		28500		11850

		G-Star Raw		26		52000		8400

		Beats by Dr. Dre		25		62475		44982

		IWC		25		8750000		12500

		Beyblade		23		7550		1566

		Beats		22		99000		3000

		Simpsons		20		12700		2900

		Tom Tailor		20		18000		3000

		Šmoulové		19		1520		760

		Replay		18		43000		5540

		Yu-Gi-Oh!		18		8100		450

		Yamaha		16		25600		11400

		Oakley		15		6000		1500

		Snoopy		15		7485		1485

		Diddl		13		9090		1795

		Manchaster Utd.		13		18000		2650

		Gant		12		30000		6800

		La - Martina		12		19500		5500

		ESPRIT		11		49500		20000

		Opel		10		10000		3656

		Rado		10		250000		2000

		Hard Rock Cafe		9		5850		900

		Arsenal		8		4000		1000

		CC		8		56000		3370

		Converse		8		22000		10000

		Porsche		8		402000		2600

		Bentley		7		1701000		0

		Levi's		7		14000		400

		Mašinka Tomáš		7		2100		500

		A. Lange & Söhne		6		1800000		3000

		Element		6		10800		0

		Sponge Bob		6		4800		399

		Bulgari		5		1250000		2500

		Camel		5		9000		1000

		A.C.A.B.		4		1560		1560

		Abercrombie & Fitch		4		8800		2000

		Fishbone		4		10000		850

		Patek		4		1200000		2000

		s.Oliver		4		5800		1200

		SOG		4		12000		1160

		The North Face		4		20000		600

		Walt Disney		4		4000		140

		Dior		3		7500		7500

		Dora		3		12000		750

		No Fear		3		1200		1200

		Nokia		3		1737		597

		Omega		3		390000		1500

		Pitbull		3		3250		4780

		Roling Stones		3		1500		750

		TAG Heuer		3		590000		1500

		U-Boat		3		255000		1500

		Adio		2		1200		200

		Aviator		2		46000		0

		Buffalo		2		1300		398

		Camp David		2		2180		2250

		Cartier		2		300000		2000

		Everlast		2		4000		0

		Giochi Preziosi		2		698		150

		HDMI		2		398		198

		Liverpool FC		2		800		400

		My little pony		2		1600		600

		Osiris		2		4000		300

		Zoobles		2		998		338

		Johny Blaze		1		1200		250

		Kani Jeans		1		1500		300

		Pepe Jeans		1		1600		450

		Real Madrid		1		400		200

		Roxy		1		900		0

		Samsung		1		600		300

		Stihl		1		16000		16000

		Suzuki		1		900		0
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