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	PRESS RELEASE


Animal with ventilator is dangerous to children!

(Prague, March 12, 2015) When monitoring the market with toys, inspectors of the CTIA collected a product which poses a serious risk of health damage as proven by subsequent professional analysis. It is a product of animal appearance with a cat head and a neck lanyard. The product which looks like a toy with a propeller can also be used as a small battery operated ventilator. The battery type AAA can be swallowed by a child user because its cover can easily be opened without the necessity to use any instrument. Another risk is posed by the neck lanyard because its lock is too hard to open. Distributor withdrew the product from the market and the CTIA transferred required documentation to the contact point of the MIT that will notify the product into the RAPEX system.

ANIMAL Mini Fan

Animal with a cat head and a small ventilator
Manufacturer: SSYS  Co. Ltd., China 


Importer: COLTEX Plus, s.r.o., Prague
EAN 8418868218147

Toys are products designed or intended, whether or not exclusively, for use in play by children under 14 years of age. „Whether or not exclusively“ means that the product doesn’t necessarily need to be intended for play in order to be considered a toy, but can have other functions too. 

From Directive 2009/48/EC on safety of toys
The toy ANIMAL Mini Fan with a neck lanyard and a small battery operated ventilator is not marked with any age category for which it is intended. This means that the product is intended for a group of users without any age limitation, including children below 36 months. 
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Dangers 

Batteries from toys intended for children below 3 years of age must not be opened without any instrument if the battery cover is not sufficiently secured. The cover can be opened without the necessity to use any instrument and in this case the batteries of the AAA type (2 pieces; see the picture below) were freely accessible.
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AAA batteries all fit to the test tube for small parts, thus within a children’s usual and predictable manipulation with the product it is probable that after the batteries are taken out, children can be injured. When the released small parts are swallowed or inhaled, upper airways can be obstructed or inner organs injured. 
The toy serves as a small ventilator which hangs around the neck with the help of a lanyard. We tested whether the lanyard separates or not or what power has to be used to unlock its lock. The test result proved that the power of 60 N has to be used which is twice as more than stipulated in the applicable technical standard where maximum power of 25±2N is determined. This discrepancy with the requirement for safety poses a risk the lanyard being of excessive tight, airway obstruction and limited access to oxygen.
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Taken action
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority prohibited sale of the toy and its distributor subsequently withdrew the dangerous product from the market. All documentation necessary to notify the product into the system RAPEX was transferred for further elaboration to the contact point at the Ministry of Industry and Trade.
Contact: Spokesperson of the CTIA
                                                            Phone:
+420 296 366 233  
                 Mgr. Jiří Fröhlich
                                                            Mobile: 
+420 602 105 376

                                                            E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz

