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	PRESS RELEASE


Minimal defects within marking of alcohol. Sale with flaws 

(Final report of 2014)

(Prague, May 4, 2015) Inspections of marking, offering and selling of alcoholic beverages continued in 2014. CTIA inspectors actively participated in inspections that were carried out in cooperation with other surveillance bodies with the aim to eliminate potential risk of consumer purchases of alcohol that fails requirements for being placed on the market. Violations of legal regulations within the inspection scope of the CTIA were detected in 1,174 of 3,211 inspections, i.e. 36.6%. Inspectors discovered breaches of regulations concerning marketing of spirit drinks only in two cases. “With the exception of two violations, labelling of alcoholic beverages was in compliance which can be considered a good result. However, a bad news is that there has been high ratio of other shortcomings that inspectors detected within inspections of sale of alcoholic beverages, especially in restaurants. The most significant flaws concern breaches of fairness of sale and failures to inform consumer about prices applicable at the moment of the offer. More than 1,100 fines amounting to almost 7 million crowns prove that this is a serious and frequent problem,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the CTIA. 
In the period from January 1 to December 31, 2014, in total 3,211 inspections were carried out within an inspection action focused on fulfilment of obligations stemming to sellers from generally binding legal regulations concerning offer and sale of spirit drinks. Violations of generally binding legal regulations were detected within 1,174 inspections, i.e. 36.6%, including only two cases of violations of legal regulations governing marketing of spirit drinks. 

	Sale of alcoholic beverages – 2014*)

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections*)
	Inspections with findings**)
	Detected breaches in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	339
	170
	50.2%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	475
	160
	33.7%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	405
	179
	44.2%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	578
	221
	38.2%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	462
	100
	21.7%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	408
	105
	25.7%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	544
	239
	43.9%

	Total
	3,211
	1,174
	36.6%


*) Inspectors simultaneously inspected compliance with other legal regulations within the surveillance competence of the CTIA
**) Violations of legal regulations governing marketing with spirit drinks was detected within two inspections.
Other state administration bodies cooperated with the CTIA within 251 inspections focused on compliance with obligations stipulated to sellers by generally binding legal regulations concerning offer and sale of spirit drinks. 

Flaws and imposed sanctions
Violations of the Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on mandatory labelling of spirits were as follows:

Violations of special legal regulations prohibiting marketing of unlabelled spirit drinks was detected concerning 3 types of spirit drinks within 2 inspections. Both cases regarded breaches of section 15 par. 1, i.e. sale of unlabelled spirit drinks. 
Violations of the Act on Consumer Protection and other regulations were as follows:

· Most frequent violation of the Act on Consumer Protection was the failure to comply with principles of fair sale of products and provision of services (section 3) – detected in 465 cases, i.e. 31.7% of all discovered defects; 

· Seller’s obligation to inform consumer about prices of sold products or provided services (section 12) was breached by 344 inspected entities (23.4%); 
· Seller’s obligation to issue bill of purchase of products or provision of services with all requirements based on consumer’s request was not complied with in 197 cases (7.3%);
· Violations of other provisions of the Act on Consumer Protection were detected less frequently.

20.4% of all findings consisted of violations of other legal regulations within the inspection competence of the CTIA.
Inspectors imposed prohibition to use 253 pieces of uncertified measuring instruments until remedy would be made. Prohibition of sale was imposed on other goods than alcoholic beverages amounting to 79,237.90 CZK.

Individual inspectorates lawfully imposed 1,113 fines amounting to 6,940,600 CZK in total for proven flaws. 
Conclusion
Competencies of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority are limited within surveillance activities concerning the area of spirit drinks and they supplement inspection authorizations of other state administration bodies primarily focusing on food and drinks. Despite this fact the management of the Czech Trade inspection Authority doesn’t underestimate inspection of labelling of alcoholic beverages. These inspections have been included again in the schedule of inspection projects of 2015 and due attention is paid to this area. This sphere of the market also includes other difficult fields with high ratio of shortcomings and breaches of obligations stipulated to sellers in generally binding legal regulations.
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