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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspections of offer, sale and storage of tobacco products
(Final report of 2014)

(Prague, May 7, 2015) Monitoring of the market with tobacco products has always been included in the schedule of actions of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. The aim of last year’s inspection action was to check whether sellers breach obligations stipulated in the Act on Excise Duties as regards offer, sale and storage of tobacco products as well as to inspect fulfilment of other obligations. Shortcomings concerning tobacco products were discovered only within 20 of 3,041 inspections, i.e. 0.7%. During the evaluated period, 16 fines amounting to 454,000 CZK were lawfully imposed and further more than a thousand fines amounting to 7.6 million CZK were imposed for other flaws proven within the inspection action.
In the period from January 1 to December 12, 2014, in total 3,041 inspections were carried out within an inspection project focused on offer, sale and storage of tobacco products. Fulfilment of other obligations stipulated to vendors by legal regulations in the surveillance competence of the CTIA was also monitored. Violations of generally binding legal regulations were detected in 1,221 cases, i.e. 40.2%. Flaws concerning tobacco products were discovered only in 20 cases, i.e. 0.7% of the total number of 3,041 inspections. 
	Inspections of tobacco products – 2014

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	440
	175
	39.8%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	395
	139
	35.2%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	471
	296
	62.9%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	536
	268
	50.0%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	337
	80
	23.7%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	438
	97
	22.2%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	424
	166
	39.2%

	Total
	3,041
	1,221
	40.2%


Detected violations and imposed sanctions
Sale of separate cigarettes was discovered in 20 cases of violations of the Act No. 353/2003 Coll. on Excise Duties while cigarettes should be sold in an undamaged packaging (section 107). Inspectors proved breach of the prohibition to sell unlabelled cigarettes (section 114) in 4 cases and billing of different price than displayed on the stamp – prices were lower in two cases (section 110) and higher in 7 cases (section 112). Inspectors detected 113 packages of unmarked cigarettes (20 pieces per package) and 8 packaging of tobacco (each of 50 grams). 
More frequently inspectors saw violations of the Act No. 634/21992 Coll. on Consumer Protection that were detected in 1,470 cases:
· Breaches of principles of fair sale (section 3) were discovered in 436 cases;
· Consumer was not informed about prices of offered products (section 12) within 463 inspections;
· Bill of purchase with all requirements was not issued on consumer’s request in 171 cases;
· Less significant breaches of other provisions of the Act consisted of missing information displayed on products, failure to provide proper information concerning liability for defects or violations of formal requirements within claims procedure).

Violations of other laws in the surveillance competencies of the CTIA were as follows: 

The Act No. 64/1986 Coll. on the Czech Trade Inspection Authority (section 9) was violated in 148 cases. 103 cases concerned breaches of other legal regulations concerning offer and sale of goods (see the below graph).
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Legend: 

Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection 

Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties
Act No. 64/1986 Coll., on the Czech Trade Inspection Authority
Ostatní = other
Inspectors imposed prohibition of sale on 2,660 pieces of products amounting to 118,000 CZK in total because these products failed to comply with provisions of special legal regulations. Ban was imposed on use of 185 pieces of measuring instruments without valid certification until remedy would be made.

Based on detected flaws, 1,102 fines amounting to 8,097,100 CZK were lawfully imposed, including 16 fines amounting to 454,000 CZK in total for violations of obligations regarding offer, sale and storage of tobacco products, i.e. violations of the Act No. 353/2003 Coll. on Excise Duties.

Conclusion
During 2014, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority discovered violations of the Act on Excise Duties only in 20 cases of all 3,000 inspections. Authorization to inspection of marking of tobacco products is in the competencies of other surveillance bodies that focus especially on fulfilment of excise duties obligations stemming from the Act on Excise Duties or supervise other legal regulations governing requirements for tobacco products, placing on the market and sale. However, overall results of this inspection action confirmed that stall sale is a problematic field with numerous findings that the Czech Trade Inspection Authority has to keep focusing on.
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Tabulka jednoduchá

		Kontroly								Počet, struktura a výše sankcí

		Inspektorát		počet provedených		se zjištěním		procentuální vyjádření		Inspektorát		pokuta na místě				příkaz na místě				příkaz				správní řízení				Celkem

												počet		hodnota		počet		hodnota		počet		hodnota		počet		hodnota		počet		hodnota

		Středočeský a Hl. město Praha		440		175		39.77		Středočeský a Hl. město Praha		2		1,500		65		94,000		71		734,000		5		180,000		143		1,009,500

		Jihočeský a Vysočina		395		139		35.19		Jihočeský a Vysočina		11		9,500		89		107,000		31		479,500		1		60,000		132		656,000

		Plzeňský a Karlovarský		471		296		62.85		Plzeňský a Karlovarský		3		2,000		116		192,500		120		2,315,000		12		2,621,500		251		5,131,000

		Ústecký a Liberecký		536		268		50.00		Ústecký a Liberecký		26		22,000		217		254,600		20		89,000						263		365,600

		Královéhradecký a Pardubický		337		80		23.74		Královéhradecký a Pardubický		7		5,000		33		35,500		23		107,000						63		147,500

		Jihomoravský a Zlínský		438		97		22.15		Jihomoravský a Zlínský		4		4,000		58		73,500		23		212,500						85		290,000

		Moravskoslezský a Olomoucký		424		166		39.15		Moravskoslezský a Olomoucký		16		19,000		85		104,000		64		374,500						165		497,500

		Celkem		3,041		1,221		40.15		Celkem		69		63,000		663		861,100		352		4,311,500		18		2,861,500		1,102		8,097,100
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Tabulka složitá

		Kontroly												Počet, struktura a výše sankcí

		Inspektorát		počet provedených		se zjištěním				procentuální vyjádření				Inspektorát		pokuta na místě				příkaz na místě				příkaz				správní řízení				Celkem

						celkem				celkem						počet		hodnota		počet		hodnota		počet		hodnota		počet		hodnota		počet		hodnota

		Středočeský a Hl. město Praha		87		50		30		57.47		34.48		Středočeský a Hl. město Praha																		0		0

		Jihočeský a Vysočina		100		50		30		50.00		30.00		Jihočeský a Vysočina																		0		0

		Plzeňský a Karlovarský		100		50		30		50.00		30.00		Plzeňský a Karlovarský																		0		0

		Ústecký a Liberecký		100		50		30		50.00		30.00		Ústecký a Liberecký																		0		0

		Královéhradecký a Pardubický		100		50		30		50.00		30.00		Královéhradecký a Pardubický																		0		0

		Jihomoravský a Zlínský		100		50		30		50.00		30.00		Jihomoravský a Zlínský																		0		0

		Moravskoslezský a Olomoucký		100		50		30		50.00		30.00		Moravskoslezský a Olomoucký																		0		0

		Celkem		687		350		210		50.95		30.57		Celkem		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0
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Tabulka porušení §

		Nejčastěji porušovaná ustanovení obecně závazných právních předpisů

		Inspektorát				634/1992												159/1999		64/1986		OST

						§ 4		§ 9		§ 11		§ 12		§ 13		§ 19

		Středočeský a Hl. město Praha				2								7				3				1

		Jihočeský a Vysočina				1								3				1

		Plzeňský a Karlovarský				6		2		7		7		5				7

		Ústecký a Liberecký				1		2						1		1

		Královéhradecký a Pardubický																2		1

		Jihomoravský a Zlínský				1								2		1

		Moravskoslezský a Olomoucký				3								5

		Součet porušení jednotlivých ustanovení zákonů																						0

		Poměr porušení jednotlivých ustanovení jednotlivých zákonů				0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.00

		Nejčastěji porušovaná ustanovení obecně závazných právních předpisů

		Inspektorát

						§ 4		§ 9				§ 12		§ 13

		Součet porušení jednotlivých ustanovení zákonů				0		0				0		0
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												§3		§4		§5		§6		§9		§10		§11		§12		§13		§15		§16		§18		§19		§24
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