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	PRESS RELEASE


Defective outboard engines for recreational crafts
(Final report of the project - 2014)

(Prague, May 29, 2015) Within an inspection action of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority 18 types of outboard engines for recreational crafts were inspected at 4 importers and 8 distributors. The inspection action was aimed at labelling as well as information and data provided on engines’ labels and accompanying documentation, i.e. instructions for users of outboard engines. Defects were detected concerning 11 types of engines, i.e. more than a half of cases. In five cases inspected entities for example didn’t have any complete conformity assessment and technical documentation concerning noise emissions and exhaust gases as required from importers wasn’t available at the beginning of the inspection. Terminated prohibition of sale was imposed on 8 types of two-stroke engines concerning one importer and two fines will be imposed to two entities within administrative proceedings. Despite the inspected entities subsequently provided required documents and removed detected defects, situation in the market with outboard engines for recreational crafts cannot be considered satisfactory and thus the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will keep monitoring these products. 
Outboard engines for recreational crafts are selected products pursuant to the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products and have to meet technical requirements for recreational crafts, including engines (in compliance with the Government Order No. 174/2005 Coll. that lays down technical requirements for recreational crafts and partly completed boats and selected components, personal watercrafts and propulsion engines of recreational craft and personal watercrafts). These individually sold products were supervised by inspectors-specialists from the Technical Inspection Department of the Středočeský and Prague Inspectorate of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. They inspected in total 18 types of outboard engines at 4 entities who import these products to the EU and 8 distributors. The surveillance project was focused on marking of outboard engines, provided information and data on product labels, in accompanying documentation and the Guide for users of outboard engines which contains instructions for use and maintenance (see part B of the attachment No. 1 par. 4 of the GO). 
Labelling of products in compliance with the Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 June 1994 on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States relating to recreational craft, namely: trademark, engine type, specific identification engine number, CE marking, CE Declaration of Conformity issued by manufacturer in Czech pursuant to annex XV of the Directive. Inspectors’ attention was also aimed at User’s guide with information concerning operation, i.e. instructions for installation and maintenance, information about engine power, instructions for engine maintenance in such state so that compliance with noise limit values is ensured for ordinary way of use, including information about emissions of exhaust gases and noise. 
Importers provided technical documentation concerning assessment of conformity in the extent as required by annex No. 10 of the Government Order No. 174/2005 Coll., including elementary requirements for emissions of exhaust gases from engine units (compliance with point 2 of part B of annex No. 1) and noise emissions (compliance with point 1 of part C of annex No. 1).

Results of inspections of accompanying documentation
Determined documents were required concerning 18 product types at 4 importers and concerned in total 21 inspected engines: 

· In three cases, imposed measure was complied with and required documentation was subsequently provided; 

· One inspected entity failed the requirements concerning product labelling of the engine Design by MERCURY when the particular product label was missing. The distributing company didn’t provide documentation concerning assessment of conformity and didn’t do so neither after measure was imposed. Further distribution of particular engines was prohibited.

Flaws concerning other obligatory product marking 

Determined labelling of inspected products was checked and graphic of the CE marking was inspected together with completeness (authenticity) of identification number and information about notified person elating to placing products on the market. No significant flaws were detected within the inspection. Products and accompanying documentation were physically inspected by CTIA inspectors directly at workplaces and when inspections were carried out over the internet, flaws were subsequently resolved at distributors of the EU, manufacturer or importer to the EU. Instructions for assembly was affixed to all inspected products and inspection officers didn’t detect any significant flaws.
Imposed measures and sanctions
Three inspected entities were ordered to remove detected flaws and they did so within the set deadline. In two cases, companies acting as importer didn’t provide required documentation concerning conformity assessment and will be imposed fines within administrative proceedings. 
Prohibition of sale was imposed on 7 two-stroke engines that failed emission limits of exhaust gases, and 1 engine type was banned due to insufficient marking. 

Conclusion
During the inspection action focused on importers and distributors of outboard engines for recreational crafts, 18 types of products were inspected. Technical documentation concerning noise emissions and exhaust gases required from importers was not at disposal at the start of the inspections in five cases, including two cases when complete documentation was not provided at all. One distributor and importer concerning which a high number of defects within accompanying documentation was discovered was asked to provide documents that would make it possible to finish the inspection. Based on evaluation of results of the inspection action, import and distribution of outboard engines for recreational crafts will be monitored in the future. 
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